
xvii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This report was prepared under the overall direction and guidance of Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-
General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP), and under the substantive direction of Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, Director of 
the Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division. The core team led by Muhammad Hussain Malik, 
included Shuvojit Banerjee, Sudip Ranjan Basu, Clovis Freire, Steve Loris Gui-Diby, Alberto Isgut, Zheng 
Jian, Daniel Jeongdae Lee, Oliver Paddison, Kiatkanid Pongpanich, Vatcharin Sirimaneetham and Marin Yari. 
Others who contributed from the Division were Aynul Hasan, Syed Nuruzzaman and Katinka Weinberger. 

ESCAP staff who contributed substantively include: Rae Kwon Chung (Director), Masakazu Ichimura, Kohji 
Iwakami, Sungmin Kim, Hongpeng Liu, Aneta Nikolova, Kareff Rafisura, Hitomi Rankine, Donovan Storey 
and Sergey Tulinov of the Environment and Development Division; Shamika N. Sirimanne (Director), 
Tiziana Bonapace, Remi Lang and Dominic Leong of the Information and Communications Technology 
and Disaster Risk Reduction Division; Nanda Krairiksh (Director), Patrik Andersson, Chol O Han, Maren 
Jimenez, Manuel Mejido, Ermina Sokou and Vanessa Steinmayer of the Social Development Division; Krisana 
Boonpriroje, Rikke Munk Hansen, Eric Hermouet, Nongnuch Hiranyapaisansakul, Marko Javorsek, Marisa 
Limawongpranee, Sean Lovell, Nixie Mabanag, Teerapong Praphotjanaporn and Panpaka Supakalin of the 
Statistics Division; Ravi Ratnayake (Director), Witada Anukoonwattaka, Yann Duval, Mia Mikic and Heini 
Salonen of the Trade and Investment Division; Dong-Woo Ha (Director), Pierre Chartier, Sandeep Raj Jain, 
Fedor Kormilitsyn, Yuwei Li, Peter O’Neill, A.S.M. Abdul Quium, Heini Suominen, Mathieu Verougstraete 
and Fuyo Jenny Yamamoto of the Transport Division; Iosefa Maiava (Director), Sanjesh Naidu, Siope Ofa 
and David Smith of the ESCAP Pacific Office; Kilaparti Ramakrishna (Director), Yejin Ha and Sangmin 
Nam of the ESCAP Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia; Nikolay Pomoshchnikov (Director) 
and Bekhzod Rakhmatov of the ESCAP Subregional Office for North and Central Asia; and Nagesh 
Kumar (Director) and Matthew Hammill of the ESCAP Subregional Office for South and South-West Asia.

Valuable advice, comments and inputs were received from staff of the United Nations who include: Sukti 
Dasgupta and Phu Huynh of the International Labour Organization. 

The following consultants provided inputs: Filomeno S. Sta. Ana III, Head, Action for Economic Reforms, 
the Philippines; Derek Atkinson, Australia; Manas Bhattacharya, India; Ahmad R. Jalali-Naini, Chairman, 
Economics Department, Institute for Management and Planning Studies, the Islamic Republic of Iran; Rina 
Oktaviani, Professor, Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Management, Bogor Agricultural 
University, Indonesia; Hafiz A. Pasha, Dean, School of Social Sciences, Beaconhouse National University, 
Pakistan; Biman C. Prasad, Professor and Chair, Oceania Development Network, University of the South 
Pacific, Fiji; Mahesh C. Uniyal, India; and A. Erinç Yeldan, Professor and Dean, Faculty of Economics, 
Yasar University, Turkey.

The report benefited from extensive comments and suggestions from an eminent group of policymakers, 
scholars and development practitioners, acting as external peer reviewers, namely: Prabir De, Professor 



xviii

and Coordinator of ASEAN-India Centre, Research and Information System for Developing Countries, India; 
Bakhodur Eshonov, Director, Center for Economic Research, Uzbekistan; Saman Kelegama, Executive 
Director, Institute of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka; Abu Saeed Khan, Senior Policy Fellow, LIRNEasia, Sri 
Lanka; Ashfaque H. Khan, Principal and Dean, NUST Business School, Pakistan; Tagir Khuziyatov, Deputy 
Vice-President for International Affairs, Far Eastern Federal University, the Russian Federation; Sangkyom 
Kim, Vice President, Korea Institute for International Economic Policy, Republic of Korea; Pisit Puapan, 
Director of Macroeconomic Analysis Division, Fiscal Policy Office, Ministry of Finance, Thailand; Rathin 
Roy, Director, National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, India; Peter Warr, John Crawford Professor 
of Agricultural Economics and Head, Arndt-Corden Department of Economics, Australian National University, 
Australia; John Weeks, Professor Emeritus, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 
United Kingdom; Christian Wilk, General Manager, Metacognition Consulting, Thailand; and Shunli Yao, 
Director, Institute for Applied International Trade, China. 

Achara Jantarasaengaram, Pannipa Ongwisedpaiboon and Amornrut Supornsinchai of the Macroeconomic 
Policy and Development Division; and Srisakul Kanjanabus and Trygve Morset of the Transport Division, 
ESCAP, provided research assistance. 

The manuscript was edited by Orestes Plasencia, Robert Blackwell, Alan Cooper and John Loftus, Editorial 
Unit of ESCAP. The graphic design was created by Nattawarath Hengviriyapanich, and the layout and 
printing were provided by Clung Wicha Press. 

Sutinee Yeamkitpibul, supported by Patchara Arunsuwannakorn, Metinee Hunkosol, Chawarin Klongdee, 
Anong Pattanathanes and Woranut Sompitayanurak of the Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division 
proofread the manuscript and undertook all administrative processing necessary for the issuance and 
launch of the publication. 

Francyne Harrigan, Katie Elles, Francesca Ross and Chavalit Boonthanom of the ESCAP Strategic 
Communications and Advocacy Section coordinated the launch and dissemination of the report.


