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Dear Mr. Smoordin,  
 

Memorandum of Understanding between ESCAP and GTI 
 

I would like to refer to the Memorandum of Understanding between the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and Greater 
Tumen Initiative (GTI) concluded on 1 September 2017 to promote economic development 
through regional and subregional cooperation and integration.  

 
Over the last few years, the GTI-ESCAP cooperation continued to focus on supporting 

member countries in trade facilitation and expanded into other areas of connectivity to include 
transport and energy. The joint initiatives include knowledge sharing (through regular policy 
dialogues) and capacity building activities. These initiatives have contributed to the 
implementation of action plans of several GTI sectoral bodies, in line with the overall GTI 
Strategic Action Plan. In addition, these collaborations have supported the implementation of 
regional agreements involving GTI member countries, including the Framework Agreement on 
Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific, and the Agreement on 
International Road Transport along the Asian Highway Network.  

 
With the joint work on trade and transport progressing in parallel, there are still 

opportunities and synergies between these two sectors that could be explored to further 
facilitate seamless cross-border connectivity in the subregion. Going forward, ESCAP would 
like to continue this momentum and strengthen our cross-sectoral coordination on sustainable 
connectivity. In addition, ESCAP would like to further utilize our joint initiatives on energy 
to facilitate the shift to renewable energy use to accelerate climate action in the subregion.  

 
To this end, we plan to strengthen the focus of our knowledge sharing activities, taking 

advantage of the convening of senior government officials in various meetings of GTI sectoral 
bodies. We also aim to align better our technical assistance activities with the feedback of 
member countries on their capacity needs and the emerging developments in the subregion. 
As such, the areas for GTI-ESCAP cooperation indicated in the MoU Appendix are further 
refined and updated, as follows. 
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APPENDIX 

PROPOSED AREAS FOR GTI-ESCAP COOPERATION 

 
1. Facilitating subregional trade, including paperless trade 
and e-commerce, and investment, including sustainable finance 
frameworks.  
 
2. Promoting affordable, reliable, sustainable, modern, just 
subregional energy transformation and connectivity in line with 
the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development to ensure smooth and effective transitions in 
accordance with national circumstances and priorities. 
 
3. Promoting cooperation on shared environmental challenges 
including climate change, air pollution, oceans protection, and 
supporting subregional environmental mechanisms such as the 
North-East Asia Subregional Programme on Environmental 
Cooperation (NEASPEC). 
 
4. Fostering seamless, efficient and resilient cross-border 
transport connectivity and environmentally sustainable 
transport systems.  
 
5. Strengthening subregional cooperation and integration 
towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 
Therefore, with your concurrence, we would like to propose that the Memorandum of 

Understanding between ESCAP and GTI be extended for five years, up to 31 August 2027 to 
promote economic development through regional and subregional cooperation and 
integration. 

 
All other terms and conditions under the agreement shall remain unchanged. I would 

be grateful if you could indicate your concurrence in writing to the proposed extension. 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Isabela Heng 
Officer-in-Charge, a.i. 
Strategy and Programme Management Division  

 




