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Background 

The urgency of taking action cannot be understated. Investing in ecosystem function is acknowledged 
as one of the most important ways to integrate the objectives of climate mitigation, adaptation and 
building resilience and securing livelihoods, cultural support and other essential ecosystem services.  

The session will explore ambitious actions, policy and governance interventions to reverse human-
induced environmental and climate change. It will show how ambitious leadership can contribute 
significantly to climate action – but also how this must be complemented by the right policy innovations 
and stakeholder support.    

Two panels will facilitate interaction on (1) examples of leadership by governments in setting ambitious 
and impactful targets for ecosystem and natural habitats restoration that will benefit communities and 
(2) bold steps taken to strengthen ecosystem governance, including the invaluable actions of 
environmental defenders in holding society accountable to future generations. 

 

Programme  

● Opening and scene setting (5 mins) 

 Making peace with nature in the context of climate action - Overview 
Dr. Katinka Weinberger, Chief Environment and Development Policy Section, ESCAP 

 

● Panel discussion: Ambitious targets (45 mins) 

 Establishing the largest marine protected area in the world – H.E. Mr. Teburoro 
Tito, Ambassador of Kiribati to the UN and US and Chairman of the Phoenix Islands 
Protected Area  

 Aral Sea Recovery – Dr. Paola Agostini, Lead Environmental Economist, World Bank 
 Pakistan’s Ten Billion Trees Tsunami – Mr.Hassan A. Sukhera, National Director, 

Ten Billion Trees Tsunami, Pakistan 
 Forest Restoration; Vision of the Peace Forest Initiative, Republic of Korea – Mr. 

Byungki Ahn, Director of International Cooperation Division, Korea Forest Service 
 



 
● Discussion (10 mins) 

● Panel discussion: Strengthening governance and policy innovation (45 mins) 

 Chitgar Forest Park, Tehran – Hon. Mayor Mostafa Mousavi, District 9, Tehran 
Municipality 

 Tackling food waste and strengthening livelihoods – Ms. Nidhi Pant, S4S 
technologies, India   

 Environmental defenders’ victories for people and the planet – Ms. Lia Torres, 
Executive Director, Centre for Environmental Concerns/Asia Pacific Environmental 
Defenders Network 

 Cooperation and partnership between mandatory and voluntary governance – 
Mr. Richard Laity, South-East Asia Manager, Programme for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification (PEFC) 

 

● Commentary, discussion and closing (15 mins) 

 Commentary - Dr. Beria Leimona, Member of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) and Senior Expert, 
Landscape Governance, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)  
 

 


