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Last update: 23 March 2021
French Polynesia
Policy responses
Containment  March 20, 2020: Declaration of state of lockdown.1

 March 25, 2020: Ban on alcohol sales.2
 March 28, 2020: Declaration of curfew.3
 May 13, 2020: Lifting of lockdown measures in the islands (except for

Tahiti, Moorea, Maiao and Tetiaroa) - all establishments welcoming
general public will be able to reopen without any restriction.4

 May 21, 2020: Lifting of lockdown measures in all islands, allowing for
gathering of any size, resuming domestic flights.5

 May 25, 2020: Reopening of primary schools.6
 July 15, 2020: Quarantine measures lifted and borders re-opened to

international tourism from all countries. All travelers will be subject to
mandatory conditions and restrictions.7

 December 10, 2020: French Polynesia recorded four more COVID-19
deaths.8

 January 19, 2021: The death toll of French Polynesia has raised to 127.9
 Feb 3, 2021: French Polynesia closes it borders to tourists, which leads

to a sharp decline in tourism.10
 March 4, 2021: There have been 140 fatalities in French Polynesia in

total11
 Mar 18, 2021:12

-Travellers Banned
Masks are recommended
Quarantine not required
Required to present a negative COVID-19 test

-No lockdown in effect
-Events allowed
-Transport operational
-All shops open
-Tourist attractions are open
-Restaurants and bars are fully open

Fiscal/debt August 7, 2020: French Polynesia signed up for a $285 million loan from

1 www.presidence.pf/declaration-commune-du-haut-commissaire-et-du-president-au-sujet-du-coronavirus/
2 www.loopsamoa.com/global-news/tahiti-stops-sale-alcohol-amid-covid-19-crisis-90933
3 www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/412807/curfew-from-tonight-across-all-of-french-polynesia
4 www.tahititourisme.org/en-us/covid-19/
5 www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/344406/french-polynesia-internal-lockdown-measures-to-be-lifted-on-all-
islands-from-may-21-update-4
6 www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/344406/french-polynesia-internal-lockdown-measures-to-be-lifted-on-all-
islands-from-may-21-update-4
7 www.tahititourisme.org/en-us/covid-19/
8 https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/432561/in-brief-news-from-around-the-pacific-on-10-december
9 https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/434760/another-covid-death-in-french-polynesia-another-case-in-
png
10 https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018781992/french-polynesia-closing-its-
borders-to-tourists
11 https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/437531/in-brief-news-from-around-the-pacific-for-4-march
12 https://covidcontrols.co/restrictions/french-polynesia
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France due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The loan has a term of 25 years at
an interest rate of under 1.4 percent.13

Monetary -
Financial -
SME measures (last
update 22 January
2021)

Loan support and deferral of loan repayment:
 The French Overseas Broadcasting Institute (L’Institut d’Émission

d’Outre-mer) injected XPF 5.9 billion in liquidity to Polynesian banks to
help reduce the cost of financing granted to businesses and ease the
conditions for accessing loans. 14

 The French Public Investment Bank (Bpifrance) provides credit
guarantee to assist MSME with a 1 per cent interest rate. No loan
repayment will be demanded the first year. The company can choose to
amortize the loan over a maximum of five years15. On 10 August 2020,
there have been 634 beneficiaries representing XPF 43.2 billion.16

 Bpifrance ATOUT Loan Scheme: MSMEs are able to borrow up to XPF
596 million. The loan may be granted for periods of three to five years,
with a possible deferral of capital repayment of 6 to 12 months
depending on the duration of the loans.17

 The French Development Agency (AFD) granted a guaranteed loan
amounting to XPF 28.6 billion.18

Other financial support:
 The local government has spent EUR 7 million to indemnize 1.904 small

companies and 3.895 workers for the period from March 20 to March
31.19

 MSMEs and self-employed entrepreneurs with an annual turnover below
XPF 120 million can benefit from the Solidarity Fund for Small
Enterprises. The financial assistance is up to XPF 417 661. Between
March 2020 and June 2020, 20.000 enterprises have been assisted (which
represents XPF 3 billion).20

13 www.fijitimes.com/tahiti-signs-up-to-french-loan-over-covid-19-crisis/
14 http://www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr/Actualites/Communiques-de-presse/2020/Coronavirus-L-Etat-
renforce-son-soutien-a-l-economie-polynesienne
15 Ibid.
16 http://www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr/Actualites/Communiques-de-presse/2020/Un-soutien-de-l-Etat-sans-
precedent-a-la-Polynesie-francaise
17 http://www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr/Actualites/Communiques-de-presse/2020/Coronavirus-L-Etat-
renforce-son-soutien-a-l-economie-polynesienne
18 http://www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr/Actualites/Communiques-de-presse/2020/Un-soutien-de-l-Etat-sans-
precedent-a-la-Polynesie-francaise
19 https://www.latribune.fr/economie/france/coronavirus-l-economie-polynesienne-frappee-de-plein-fouet-
846110.html
20 http://www.polynesie-francaise.pref.gouv.fr/Actualites/Communiques-de-presse/2020/Coronavirus-L-Etat-
renforce-son-soutien-a-l-economie-polynesienne
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