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FOREWORD

International supply chains demand traders to improve efficiency in their practices while duly
complying with a myriad of procedural, regulatory and documentary requirements. In recent years
these requirements have multiplied and become more complicated as a result of increasing
attention to safety measures, security concerns, border protection and control by governments.
Traders and Government agencies have a new challenge. To remain competitive they have to
conduct business faster, at lower costs and to higher security standards in a rapidly changing and
increasingly complex global trading environment.

Simplification and harmonization of trade data and documentary requirements can contribute
significantly to the reduction of the time and costs of international trade transactions. Harmonizing
data used in trade documents and aligning them with international standards also ensures data
interoperability among the various parties engaged in the international supply chain. In addition,
data harmonization is a necessary step towards trade automation and the introduction of electronic
Single Window facilities for electronic data sharing and exchange.

Based on the experiences and practices of various countries and building on the previous work,
such as the Single Window Data Harmonization Guidelines from the World Customs Organization
(WCO) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Recommendation No.
34 on Data Simplification and Standardization for International Trade, this United Nations Network
of Experts for Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (UNNExT) Data Harmonization and
Modelling Guide for Single Window Environment aims to assist governments and businesses in
harmonizing and standardizing the international trade data required in fulfilling all import, export,
and transit-related regulatory requirements.

This Guide is part of the UNNExT suite of capacity building tools designed to support the
implementation of paperless trade and Single Window facilities.  It complements other UNNExT
tools, such as the Business Process Analysis Guide To Simplify Trade Procedures and the Legal
Guide for Single Window Implementation and Paperless Trade. It is recommended to be used
together with them for maximum benefits.  It is our hope that the Data Harmonization and
Modelling Guide will help government officials as well as the trading community in their efforts to
harmonize and streamline trade data for the implementation of paperless trade, especially in a
Single Window environment. We believe this will ultimately contribute to efficiency and competitive-
ness in international supply chains.
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