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Data that leaves no one behind: Expert consultations  

28 August through 31 August 2017, Bangkok, Thailand  

Concept note 

 
 

Introduction: 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), in collaboration 

with the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), is organizing two integrated 

meetings from 28 to 31 August 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand on strengthening national capacity to collect, 

disseminate and analyse data to address the “leave-no-one-behind” focus of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development: 

A. Meeting of Regional Steering Group (RSG) on Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific 

(members only) 

B. Expert meeting on data that leaves no one behind  

 

 August 28 

 

August 29 August 30 August 31 

Morning A (Part I) B B A (Part II) 

Afternoon B B B A (Part II) 

 

The meetings will bring together a broad range of national, regional and global experts to share good 

practices and identify priority issues and specific modalities to advance the Implementation Plan of the 

Regional Strategy to Improve Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific. The implementation 

plan aims to strengthen institutional environment in national statistical systems of the region to produce, 

disseminate and use required disaggregated statistics to fulfil the focus of “no one left behind” of the 

2030 agenda.  

Design: 

The meetings are expected to use a combination of following modalities: 

- Trigger presentations by secretariat and selected national/ international experts on key issues, 

definitions and methods to frame subsequent discussions. 

- Facilitated discussions on specific products/methods, leading to conclusions on clear 

outputs/decisions on “what”, “how”, and “by whom” of the proposed method/tool/approach. 

 

Participants (around 50): 

- Members of Regional Steering Group on Population and Social Statistics of the ESCAP Committee on 

Statistics 

- Invited experts from academia, research organizations as well as multilateral and bilateral agencies. 

- Invited experts/representatives from potential donor agencies. 



 

 

A. Meeting of Regional Steering Group on Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the 

Pacific 

Issues, objectives and expected outputs 

The Committee on Statistics of ESCAP on its fifth session in December 2017 endorsed the Implementation 

Plan of the Regional Strategy to Improve Population and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific, which 

includes the terms of reference of a Regional Steering Group to oversee the implementation plan. The 

Regional Steering Group consists of senior statisticians and experts from 28 member States and 9 

international agencies.  

The first meeting of the Regional Steering Group will review its mandates and identify priority issues and 

specific modalities to advance the Implementation Plan of the Regional Strategy to Improve Population 

and Social Statistics in Asia and the Pacific. The meeting is expected to result in the formulation of a work 

plan of the Regional Steering Group, with specific outputs, activities, technical partnership arrangements 

as well as candidate path-finder countries. 

Members of the Group will also participate in the “Expert meeting on data that leaves no one behind”, 

which will focus on country experiences, innovative solutions and initiatives to strengthen statistics and 

data to promote social inclusion, in particular data disaggregation. These include issues related mandates 

for disaggregated data, statistical information needs, data production and dissemination, analysis for SDG 

progress assessment, etc. The meeting is to provide expert inputs and insights to guide the formulation 

of the work plan of the Regional Steering Group. 

Tentative programme focus 

Part I (28 August, morning) 

Session 1 Opening and objectives 

- Objectives of the meeting 

- Introduction 

- Collective Vision and Framework for Action 

- CST and key regional statistics development initiatives  

- Outcomes of Regional Conference in March 2017 

 

Session 2 Expected accomplishments of the Regional Steering Group 

- Roles and responsibilities of the RSG: Terms of Reference 

- Where we are and how we got here: Evolution of Committee decisions on population and social 

statistics: Core set, Regional Strategy, Implementation Plan 

- Key elements of the Implementation Plan 

- Upcoming workshop on data that leaves no one behind 

Part II (31 August)  



Session 3 Formulating a work plan of the Regional Steering Group 

- Proposal of medium-term work plan: outputs and activities for 2017-2020 

- Proposal of short-term work plan: outputs, activities and time table for 2017-2018 

- Working mechanism, including task teams, meetings, review,   resource mobilization, etc. 

Session 4 Conclusion 

B. Expert meeting on data that leaves no one behind 

Issues, objectives and expected outputs 

In endorsing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, heads of states and governments around 

the world committed that “the goals and targets met for all nations and peoples and for all segments of 

society,”1 which is captured by the term “leave no one behind”. The response by the statistical 

community to the ambition of this focus is data disaggregation, which has inspired initiatives and 

discussions.  

At the global level the IAEG-SDGs states that all global SDG indicators “should be disaggregated by income, 

sex, age, race, ethnicity, migration status, disability and geographic location and other characteristics 

relevant in national contexts.” The IAEG-SDGs has a made data disaggregation one of its focal areas of 

work. Work on methodological development in related substantive issues, such as improving statistical 

measurements of disability and migration has also intensified. At the same time, there seems a 

mushrooming of innovations and initiatives by both data producers and users among governments, the 

academia, civil society organizations, and international organizations focusing on improving the 

production, dissemination, visualization and analysis of statistics and data, including big data, to assess 

SDG progress in general and address inequalities in SDG achievements in particular. 

At the same time, an expert consultation in Asia and the Pacific on sex-disaggregation of data for SDG 

indicators in May 2016 concluded that, among others, while there are serious gaps in the quality and 

availability of statistics and data to support decision-making to leave no one behind, much data exists 

that does not get analysed. In addition, weak demand in national decision-making for disaggregated 

data, manifested through lack of specification of population groups and issues in national monitoring 

and indicator frameworks of key development strategies and plans, are key bottlenecks for building 

sustained capacity of national statistical systems. Thus the expert meeting recommended that a critical 

step in strengthening the production and dissemination of disaggregated data is to engage the policy 

community to identify population groups and issues for target interventions, which should be 

incorporated in monitoring and indicator frameworks of relevant development policies as well as 

national strategies on the development of statistics to ensure policy, institutional and financial support.  

The expert meeting is to take place in the context of a collective vision and framework for action by the 

Asia-Pacific community to advance official statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;2 

call by the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development to make statistics development a national 

                                                           
1 General Assembly resolution A/RES/70/1 “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development,” para 4. 
2 ESCAP (2016) “Advancing official statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: a collective vision 

and framework for action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community” 



development target embedded in national development plans with the highest importance3; as well as 

ongoing regional statistical development initiatives under the auspices of the ESCAP Committee on 

Statistics, in particular the Regional Strategy to Improve Population and Social Statistics. The expert 

meeting is to reflect on ongoing initiatives and practices by a multitude of data producers and users as 

well as regional discussions and generate recommendations of a programmatic approach for countries 

and development partners to strengthen data disaggregation for SDG monitoring, which will feed into 

the implementation of the Regional Strategy to Improve Population and Social Statistics as well as other 

efforts to strengthen statistics and data across Asia and the Pacific. 

More specifically, the meeting is expected to: 

• Review selected initiatives and practices in producing, disseminating and analysing statistics 

and data in support of development policies to promote social inclusion; and  

• Produce recommendations on a programmatic approach for supporting national statistical 

systems (NSSs) in the region to strengthen statistics and data to support comprehensive or 

sectoral development priorities, with a focus on data disaggregation. 

 

Tentative programme focus 

Session 0 Opening and objectives 

- Global Action Plan, (regional) Collective Vision & Framework for Action, Outcomes of Regional 

Conference in March 2017, and overview of regional statistical development initiatives with a focus 

on data disaggregation 

- Workshop objectives and how workshop is structure to achieve them 

- Introduction of participants: Your expected contributions  

 

Session 1 Mandates for data disaggregation: 2030 Agenda to leave no one behind 

- Global SDG framework, indicators and monitoring arrangements, data disaggregation requirements 

- Global and regional legal and policy frameworks to improve demand for disaggregated data for 

monitoring, e.g. CEDAW, CRVS, Incheon Strategy on Disability, etc. 

- Suggestions for country actions and regional support to strengthen mandates for data 

disaggregation 

 

Session 2 Prioritizing statistical information needs in the national context for data disaggregation 

- Country experiences in localizing SDG implementation and developing comprehensive or sectoral 

development plans: Monitoring and indicator frameworks and requirements for data disaggregation  

- Selected tools and resources and their application to support country implementation, e.g. MAPS 

(UNDG), Equi-Frame & EQUIP (Trinity College/UNESCO) 

- Suggestions for country actions and regional support to strengthen prioritization of statistical 

information needs 

                                                           
3 APFSD (2017) “Report of the Fourth Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development”, para. 25 



Session 3 Improving production and dissemination of disaggregated data 

- Country experiences in assessing gaps in availability and quality of disaggregated data for national 

SDG-related progress assessment  

- Country examples of ongoing and upcoming plans and activities to fill such gaps 

- Integrated household survey programme (World Bank) 

- UNSD: methodological development in statistical measurement on migration and disability 

- Ongoing and upcoming initiatives: WorldPop, synthetic data generation (World Bank), project on 

small area estimation (ADB), etc. 

- Suggestions of country actions and regional support to improve production and dissemination of 

disaggregated data for national SDG monitoring 

 

Session 4 Data analysis for SDG progress assessment 

- Country experiences in SDG (and MDG) progress assessments, including reporting plans and 

arrangements, analysis of indicators, analysis of disaggregated data, enhancing statistical literacy: 

what worked well and what could be improved 

- Statistical methods for SDG progress assessment: ESCAP: Regional SDG progress assessment and 

methods for producing aggregates, missing values, setting targets, etc. 

- Other selected statistical methods for SDG progress assessment 

- Suggestions of country actions and regional support to enhance analysis of disaggregated data for 

national and regional SDG progress assessment, including issues pertaining to enhancing overall 

statistical literacy. 

 

Session 5 Summary and conclusion 

- Recap and ways forward 

 

 

************************************************* 

 


