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SIDE EVENT 

Why People Matter in Implementing the 2030 Agenda:  

Community Best Practices and Lessons in Building Resilience towards the SDGs  

 

Venue: Meeting Room H, 1
st

 floor UNCC 

Date: Wednesday, 28 March 2018 

Time: 12:00-13:30  

Organizers: Asia-Pacific Regional CSO Engagement Mechanism (AP-RCEM), United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) Bangkok Regional Hub, ESCAP Social Development Division (SDD)-

Thematic Working Group on Sustainable Societies 

Scope 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is hailed as the international community’s blueprint for 

achieving long-term development that is sustainable, equitable and inclusive. Its goal to Leave No One 

Behind  underlines the central role of people and communities in sustainable development. Arguably, 

the success or failure of the quest to realize the 2030 Agenda is shaped by the level and quality of 

involvement of people in development processes and decisions. 

Across the Asia-Pacific, civil society organizations (CSOs) and peoples’ movements have accumulated 

experiences and lessons in direct involvement of communities in development processes that led to the 

adoption of policies and programmes at the national, regional and global levels. There are numerous 

examples of how communities engaged governments, including at the sub-national and local levels, and 

other actors towards coming out with policies and programmes that support and promote resilience. An 

inspiring example is the collective pressure from elderly citizens’ organizations in the Philippines that led 

to the adoption of progressive laws that extend privileges to senior citizens. Many of these experiences 

have enabled communities and marginalized sectors to build their own capacities on various areas in 

sustainable development spanning service delivery on specific SDGs to building community databases 

for monitoring. One such case is the Indigenous Navigator created by indigenous peoples’ organizations 

to assess the realization of their rights and to monitor the progress of the SDGs in indigenous territories.  

The side event will provide a dedicated space for CSO representatives, especially from grassroots and 

marginalized groups, that played key roles in experiences in direct involvement of communities in policy 

formulation, programme development, implementation and monitoring at the national, regional and 

global levels to share their insights with participants at the APFSD 2018. Lessons from these experiences 

in enabling effective engagement of communities will be highlighted to inform and inspire governments, 

civil society and communities in Asia and the Pacific. 

Key Questions 
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● What are the systemic barriers to achieve sustainable development and to have active, resilient 

societies that engage meaningfully in the sustainable development processes in local, national 

as well as regional and global levels?  

● What are the best practices of communities’ and civil societies initiatives and campaigns that 

lead to structural change for development justice, i.e. adoption of progressive laws, new 

collaborations between civil societies with governments and UN agencies, etc. 

● What are the enabling environment needed for civil society and peoples’ movements? What are 

the lesson learned and how can these best practices be scaled up and replicated in different 

contexts?  

 

Programme 

 

 

12:00-

12:05 PM 

Welcome remarks  Mr. Nicholas Booth, UNDP Bangkok 

Regional Hub (moderator) 

 Mr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, Social 

Development Division of ESCAP and 

Co-Chair of the Regional Thematic 

Working Group on Sustainable 

Societies 

12:05-

12:15 PM 

Framing remarks: Barriers and Incentives in 

Engaging with Grassroots and Peoples’ 
Movements in SDG Implementation 

Ms. Wardarina, Asia Pacific Forum on 

Women, Law and Development (on 

behalf of AP-RCEM)  

12:15- 

1:00 PM 

Moderated interactive discussion with Q&A in between each intervention:  

Advancing Legal Frameworks for Older People 

Groups in the Philippines  

Ms. Emily Beridorico, Coalition of 

Services of the Elderly 

Realizing the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 

Monitoring the Progress of the SDGs in 

Indigenous Territories 

Mr. Gam A. Shimray, Asia Indigenous 

Peoples Pact 

 

Grassroots Women working with Local 

Governments to Address Sea-level Rise and 

Climate Change in Bougainville and Carteret 

Islands 

Ms. Helen Hakena, Leitana Nehan 

Women's Development Agency Papua 

New Guinea 

Successful Advocacy for Small-Scale Fisheries, 

Community Property Rights, and Coastal Natural 

Assets 

Representative from Indonesia fisherfolk 

group (TBC) 

How Local Governments can Address Disability 

Issues: A Best Practice from Japan 

Mr. Kim Jeong Oku, Director of Diversity 

and Social Welfare Department, City of 

Akashi, Hyogo Prefecture 

1:00-1:15 

PM 

Discussion and additional comments from the floor (not addressed during the Q&A) 

1:15-1:30 

PM 

Consolidation and Way Forward  Ms. Ranja Sengupta, Third World 

Network 

 Ms. Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum of 

Women's NGOs  
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