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I. Background 

 

1. The creation of a more adaptive and cost-effective information management environment, 

the key results of the modernization of statistical production and services, was established 

by the Committee on Statistics at its second session as one of the overarching strategic 

goals to be achieved by 2020.  

 

2. Experts’ discussions organized by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP) since 2010 have pointed to the importance and urgency for national 

statistical institutions to modernize their information systems to address the evolving field 

of statistics and maintain relevance across developed and developing countries. 

 

3. Considering the ambition, scope, complexity and long-term aspects of programmes to 

modernize statistical production and services, experts’ discussions have also noted the vital 

importance of regional cooperation, including the development of common frameworks 

and standards and knowledge-sharing mechanisms, to accelerate the modernization of 

statistical information systems. 

 

4. Building on these discussions, the ESCAP Committee on Statistics on its third session in 

December 2012 considered and endorsed the establishment of a high-level strategic body 

and of an experts’ network to raise awareness and build capacity related to concepts, 

methods and standards to support national modernization efforts.  

 

5. In order to reflect the organizational transformation of national statistical systems, 

supported by but not driven by improvement in information technology, the high-level 

strategic body shall be referred to as the Strategic Advisory Body for the Modernization of 

Statistical Production and Services in Asia and the Pacific (SAB-AP). 

 

II. Key responsibilities 

 

6. The primary objective of SAB-AP shall be to drive and support changes towards the 

modernization of statistical production and services in the Asia-Pacific region. As such the 

strategic body shall be responsible for: 

 

a. Developing a regional strategy to raise awareness and advocate on the importance 

and urgency of the modernization issue;  

 

b. Mobilizing financial and human resources to implement the regional strategy, 

including identifying relevant partners and other stakeholders; 

 

c. Acting as a regional voice on the issue of modernization notably by representing the 

Asia-Pacific region in global standard-setting mechanisms and strategic bodies, such 

as the High-Level Group for the Modernisation of Statistical Production and Services 

(HLG);  

 



d. Providing strategic directions to and overseeing the programme of work of the 

network of experts to be established. 

 

III. Composition 

 

7. SAB-AP shall comprise a minimum of five members, plus ESCAP Statistics Division as 

ex-officio member. Members of SAB-AP shall be at the level of the head of national 

statistical office, deputy head, or other high-level official with relevant authority in the 

area of modernization.  

 

8. The national statistical offices shall represent ESCAP members and associate members, 

taking into account the need for balanced representation, geographically and across 

developed and developing economies. 

 

9. The size of SAB-AP shall be decided by the Bureau of the Committee on Statistics and 

may be changed as needed to ensure that the group continues to effectively and efficiently 

perform its functions. The Bureau shall appoint one of the members as the Chair of SAB-

AP.  

 

IV. Selection of members 

 

10. The Bureau of the Committee on Statistics shall, with support from the ESCAP secretariat, 

decide on the composition of SAB-AP on the basis of the need for balanced representation 

and the need to ensure efficient and effective functioning.  

 

11. In order to ensure close coordination with the global HLG, SAB-AP shall include at least 

one of the regional members of the global HLG. 

 

12. The SAB-AP members shall be appointed for a period of two years. All members shall be 

eligible for re-appointment. 

 

13. If an appointed SAB-AP member vacates a position, the remaining members shall decide 

and nominate the most appropriate replacement. 

 

14. Members of SAB-AP shall commit to devote the time necessary for adequate discharge of 

their duties. Members of SAB-AP will not be considered staff members of United Nations; 

hence, will not be entitled to the privileges and immunities accorded to staff members of 

the United Nations. 

 

V. Functioning 

 

15. Subject to availability of resources, SAB-AB shall establish a yearly programme of work 

setting priority areas and related activities to be implemented with the support of the 

experts’ network.  

 

16. SAB-AP shall meet in person or through video- or teleconference at least one time per year 

to review progress on the programme of work and review priorities.  

 

17. In-between physical meetings, SAB-AP shall review most issues by means of electronic 

discussion and exchange of e-mails. Other experts may participate as observers in the 

meetings of SAB-AP. 



 

VI. Reporting 

 

18. SAB-AP shall submit an annual report to the Bureau of the Committee on Statistics on its 

work on the development and implementation of regional strategies supporting changes 

towards the modernization of statistical production and services. Further, as per request by 

the Bureau, SAB-AP shall submit a written or oral report for the information of the 

Committee on Statistics at its formal sessions. 

 

VII. Chair 

 

19. The Chair of SAB-AP shall guide the work of the strategic body. The Chair will serve for 

a period of two years after which he/she will be eligible for re-appointment. 

 

 

VIII. Secretariat 

 

20. The office of the Chair shall support secretarial services to SAB-AP in carrying out its 

functions as described above. 

 

 

IX. Review of the Terms of Reference 

 

21. SAB-AP shall, in consultation with the secretariat, review its Terms of Reference every 

two years to ensure that it has the necessary mandate to effectively and efficiently perform 

its functions. The revisions shall be subject to the approval of the Committee on Statistics. 

 

X. Sunset clause 

 

22. Unless the Committee on Statistics decides otherwise, SAB-AP shall expire by the end of 

2020. 

 


