The Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women thank you for this opportunity to
raise three points that we hope the global compact will address to help reduce
rights violations against migrants, including trafficking in persons.

Before departure, whilst they could support safer migrations, poor quality predeparture trainings can increase the risk of human rights abuses against
migrant workers. For example, GAATW has observed training sessions that
focus more on pressuring women to be obedient and submissive in the
supposed interest of maintaining family and national so-called honour than on
imparting useful information about potential risks and abuses. This does not
equip women migrants with the knowledge and confidence to report human
rights abuses and seek remedy and justice.

The criminalisation of migration and of migrants in irregular status creates a
barrier to individuals reporting and seeking assistance for human rights abuses.
States need to implement binding firewalls to eliminate migrants’ fear that
their personal data will be shared with immigration enforcement authorities
leading to arrest, detention and deportation denies migrants access to justice,
complaint procedures, and social services.1

Even where states do not criminalise the migrants themselves, many states
take an expansive approach to criminalising the smuggling of migrants – not
only criminalising smugglers, but even criminalising civil society actors who
work to support migrants. This exceeds the international legal requirement
and agreed definition of smuggling which must be for “financial or other
material benefit”.2

Smuggling of migrants does not in itself constitute a human rights violation.3
The global thematic consultations have heard grounded research on smuggling
of migrants and we hope the global compact will build on to ensure a rightsand evidence-based response. For example in this region, UNODC have
reported that “it seems that assumptions about transnational, mafia-style
smuggling organizations are not supported by the available literature and
data.”4 We hope that the global compact will provide an opportunity to build a
consensus towards a rights-based approach to anti-smuggling, situating the
reality, needs, and rights of the migrant at the centre.

Thank you.
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