
Group Discussions 2b -Group1 

Sustaining long-term growth prospects in 
Economy 

Focus will be for scenarios in 2030 and 2050 
and to compare current water needs for each 

area and the projected needs for 2030 and 2050 
 



Q1. How do you close the water-use 
cycle for each specific area 

The cycle can be closed by: 

- introducing feasible benchmarks;  

- creating a Water Reuse/ Recycle mechanism as already 
existing in some industries in Korea, in which water is 
recycled four times; 

- improving Conservation Activities;  

- trying to close the Time Gap with right Political Decisions; 

-creating a Water Bank, to store water which can then be 
used to address shortages (as in Mekong); 



- adopting a Water Audit, Water Accounting and Water 
Footprint in the industry sector, as done in Netherlands 
and Japan; 

- establishing a Water Pricing mechanism to value water 
and reduce its waste; 



Q2. Can the water-use needs of all 4 areas 
be integrated? If so how? Please suggest 

Yes, they can be integrated by: 

- promoting Water Use Efficiency, which can be done at a 
country level by targeting a specific level of efficiency for 
the industries, as done in India (20% threshold), or by 
committing to a complete water positive perspective; 

- (how can it be implemented? Country specific) 

- establishing a Public Participation Platform to enhance the 
political support in the long run; 

- (good governance including right to information in countries) 

- Water Pricing, to value water sources, avoid their waste 
and the free rider problem, trying to apply Market 
Differentiation for different local areas; 



-demonstrating Successful Stories, which can be 
accustomed to specific countries in local manner; 

-making a Regional Study to design the best 
pricing/taxation combination to adopt in each country; 

-putting more emphasis on the dimension and volume of 
the world water market and its role in job creation and 
GDP Growth. 



Conclusion 

It is really important to face the current 
challenges regarding water sources to focus on: 

- promoting Water Use Efficiency, 
- (combination of using less water + recycling + productivity – economic 

value per m3??) 

- establishing a Public Participation Platform, 

- Water pricing.  
- (water pricing and GDP? Use GNI? Is there a more inclusive index than 

GDP? Related to 24/7 access to water supply? Have to improve 
infrastructure, need necessary capital. Then only one can improve 
water pricing. Pricing has to be based on good delivery.) 

 


