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The second UN Global Survey on Trade Facilitation and 
Paperless Trade Implementation (2017): Scope/Coverage

38 trade facilitation measures in 4 groups:

• General trade facilitation (TFA-related)
» Transparency [e.g. publication of regulations on internet]

» Formalities [e.g. application of risk management]

» Institutional arrangement & cooperation [e.g., NTFCs]

• Transit facilitation (TFA-related)

• Paperless trade [e.g., e-customs declaration]

• Cross-border paperless trade [e.g., exchange of e-COs] 

For 2017, newly added measures on:
– Trade facilitation for SMEs 

– Agricultural trade facilitation 

– Women in trade facilitation

Coverage: Global, 120 countries



Overall Implementation of Trade Facilitation 
Measures (44 Asia-Pacific countries)
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Source:  The second global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation (2017)

Note: ESCAP is still receiving feedback from some member countries on data validation. Therefore, the 

results may be further – probably slightly – revised in the final report to be issued in the coming months.



Progress in implementation in Asia-Pacific 
from 2015 to 2017
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Source:  The second UN global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation (2017)

Note: the UNRCs may still receive feedback from some member countries on data validation. Therefore, the results may be further 

– probably slightly – revised in the Global report to be issued in the coming months.



Implementation of Different Groups of Trade 
Facilitation Measures in Asia and the Pacific
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Source:  The second global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation (2017)

Note: ESCAP is still receiving feedback from some member countries on data validation. Therefore, the 

results may be further – probably slightly – revised in the final report to be issued in the coming months.



TF measures on which substantial efforts 
have been made since 2015

Areas where substantial 

progress have been made

Initiatives

Trade Portal has been developed Armenia, Bangladesh, Philippines, Sri Lanka

Monitoring exercises have been 

carried out

Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal (TTFMM baseline study in 2016-

17)

NTFC was set up China, India, Myanmar, Mongolia, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka

Development of national 

single window

Lao PDR, Turkey, India, Philippines, Sri Lanka, New Zealand, 

Viet Nam

Customs cooperation Azerbaijan

Automation and 

paperless system dvpt

Most countries surveyed

Cross-border exchange of data 

and information

ASEAN Single Window on online transaction for ATIGA Form D

Source:  The second global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation (2017)
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Trade Facilitation in 
major ADB subregional
initiatives



12



• Developing countries in Central Asia face very high trade costs, 
which makes trade facilitation critical for sustainable development. 

• Established in 2001, the CAREC program covers 11 countries—
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, the People’s Republic of China (PRC), Georgia, Mongolia, 
Pakistan, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan

• Trade facilitation and transportation have formed the backbone of 
the CAREC program

• CAREC Corridor Performance Measurement and Monitoring Trade 
Facilitation Indicators (CPMM TFIs)

. 

13



Trade facilitation 
indicators in CAREC
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Time/costs impact on trade flows at the border ?
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• Using the gravity model of bilateral trade, this study evaluate the 

impact of trade facilitation on trade flows in the CAREC region.

• Bilateral trade is a function of CPMM TFIs as well as other trade 

cost variables. 

 CPMM TFIs are more objective measures of trade facilitation, 

and available in high frequency and contain more information. 

 Also indicate the progress or challenges in trade facilitation at 

bilateral or network level, especially for border crossing issues.
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Reducing time at the border could significantly 
increase trade flow 

Main findings Implications

• Time measure (hr) is more important 

than cost measure ($) in determining 

trade flows.

• Cost measure can be affected by 

external factors such as inflation, 

foreign exchange rate, and unofficial 

payments. 

• The time taken at the importers’ 

border matters more than the time 

taken at the exporters’ border.

• More effective policy impact when 

focused on reducing time at customs 

clearing and waiting/queue at the 

importers’ border.

• A 10% reduction in time at the 

importers’ border raises intra-CAREC 

trade by 2% to 3%.

• This amounts to an increase in 

intraregional trade by $1.4 billion.
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The Way Forward
Trade Facilitation in Central Asia

 Economic impact of reduction in border clearance time may not be 
economically significant. 

 Top 3 exporters – Mongolia, Turkmenistan, and Kyrgyz Republic –
get the benefits, 0.73, 0.50, and 0.14 % of their GDPs, respectively.

 Streamlined soft infrastructure as well as efficient hard (physical) 
infrastructure networks also play a crucial role. 
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Enhancing trade facilitation only at the border does not suffice

Behind-the-border trade facilitation can amplify the impact



Conclusions
• Good progress in trade facilitation implementation 

• but still a lot of room for improvement in Asia-Pacific

• WTO TFA implementation great opportunity for TF reform

• basic compliance not enough

• Digital trade facilitation and paperless trade clearly the way 

forward, but not easy / short-term endeavor

• Increasing number of bilateral & subregional initiatives

• New UN treaty on Cross-border Paperless Trade as an accelerator 

and enabler

• Keep the “big picture in mind” to really reduce trade costs

• “Whole of supply chain” approach to TF; Hard + Soft infrastructure

• National Trade and Transport Facilitation Monitoring Mechanisms



Thank you



APPENDIX
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Most implemented TF measures in Asia-Pacific

Source:  The second global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation (2017)

Note: the UNRCs may still receive feedback from some member countries on data validation. Therefore, the results may be further – probably slightly – revised in the 

Global report to be issued in the coming months.
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Least implemented

Transparency Advance ruling (on tariff classification)

Formalities Establishment and publication of average release times

Institutional arrangement and 

cooperation
Government agencies delegating controls to Customs authorities

Paperless trade Electronic Application for Customs Refunds

Cross-border paperless trade

Banks and insurers retrieving letters of credit electronically without 

lodging paper-based documents

Transit facilitation
Supporting pre-arrival processing for transit  facilitation

TF and SMEs

Government has developed specific measures that enable SMEs to 

more easily benefit from the AEO scheme

TF and agricultural trade

Application, verification and issuance of SPS certificates is 

automated

Women in TF
The existing trade facilitation policy/strategy incorporates special 

consideration of women involved in trade 

Least implemented TF measures in Asia-Pacific

Source:  The second global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade implementation (2017)

Note: the UNRCs may still receive feedback from some member countries on data validation. Therefore, the results may be further – probably slightly – revised in the Global 

report to be issued in the coming months.



Towards “Next Generation” TF 
[and cross-border e-commerce] in Asia-Pacific

Implementation of TF 

as a step-by-step process…

WTO TFA Full Compliance 
(Minimum implementation score
associated with)

unnext.unescap.org/UNTFSurvey2015.asp

http://unnext.unescap.org/UNTFSurvey2015.asp
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Paperless trade 

coverage of RTAs

1

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

4

4

5

6

6

6

6

6

7

7

8

8

9

9

9

9

10

12

12

13

13

14

14

15

15

21

0 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27

Pakistan - China

Japan - Mexico

China-Singapore

Chile-Japan

Switzerland - China

Iceland - China

EFTA-Hong Kong

China-Costa Rica

New Zealand-China

India - Japan

Chile-China

ASEAN-China

Japan - Philippines

Japan - Peru

WTO TFA

Rep.of Korea-India

Rep. of  Korea-…

Nicaragua - Taiwan,PoC

Japan - Thailand

Hong Kong- Chile

Rep.of Korea-New Zealand

Japan-Mongolia

Peru-China

Japan - Switzerland

Singapore-Taiwan,PoC

Hong Kong-New Zealand

EU-Rep.of Korea

Canada-Rep.of Korea

New Zealand-Taiwan,PoC

Rep.of Korea-Singapore

Australia-China
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Japan-Australia
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Rep.of Korea - Australia

Rep.of Korea-US

China-Rep.of Korea

TPP

Figure 2. Paperless trade 

coverage in RTAs of East 

Asian Economies since 2005

▪ Figure shows number of 

measures (our of 27) that 

are featured in each RTA

▪ Measures mainly found in 

TF & Customs chapters, 

and e-commerce chapters

▪ Regional findings:

▪ TPP most far reaching

▪ Rep.of Korea, USA, and 

Australia/N-Z leading

▪ East Asia is leading 

subregion, followed by 

South-East Asia

▪ RTAs of South and 

Central Asia are (far) 

behind; India as a leader

Source: http://www.unescap.org/resources/paperless-trade-regional-trade-agreements

http://www.unescap.org/resources/paperless-trade-regional-trade-agreements


Benefits of 
Cross-Border Paperless Trade

Annual regional export gains :                 

$36 bn (for partial implementation) to $257 bn (full implementation) 

Export time reduction: 24% to 44%

Export cost reduction: 17% to 31%

Total direct cost savings across all trade: $1bn to $7bn annually 

Source: http://www.unescap.org/resources/estimating-benefits-cross-border-paperless-trade

http://www.unescap.org/resources/estimating-benefits-cross-border-paperless-trade
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Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border 

Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific: Key Provisions

Article 1: Objective 

The objective of the present Framework Agreement is to promote cross-border 

paperless trade by enabling the exchange and mutual recognition of trade-related 

data and documents in electronic form and facilitating interoperability among national 

and subregional single windows and/or other paperless trade systems, for the 

purpose of making international trade transactions more efficient and 

transparent while improving regulatory compliance.
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