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I.  Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

1. The meeting highly recognized that the space and geographic information system (GIS) 

applications have played a critical role in effective disaster risk reduction and 

management as well as supporting sustainable development. 

 

2. The meeting deliberated and made recommendations on the draft Plan of Action of the 

Asia-Pacific Years of Action for Applications of Space Technology and the Geographic 

Information System for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-

2017 (Plan of Action), and believed that it would be a roadmap to deepen and broaden the 

utilization of space and GIS applications for disaster risk reduction and management as 

well as the sustainable development in the region.  

 

3. The meeting recommended the Plan of Action should be adopted by the 

Intergovernmental Meeting on Asia-Pacific Years of Action for Applications of Space 

Technology and the Geographic Information System (GIS) for Disaster Risk Reduction 

and Sustainable Development, 2012-2017 (Intergovernmental Meeting), to be organized 

back-to-back to this session. 

 

4. The meeting encouraged the secretariat to make concerted efforts, particularly through 

RESAP as a core component, for the implementation of the Plan of Action. 

 

5. The meeting acknowledged the efforts of the secretariat to implement the 

recommendations of previous sessions of Intergovernmental Consultative Committee and 

agreed on the work plan for 2013 proposed by the secretariat.  

 

6. The meeting appreciated the offer from the delegation of Japan for continued support to 

ESCAP and relevant activities in the following year. 

 

7. The meeting appreciated the offer of the delegation of China to host one of the service 

nodes of the Regional Cooperative Mechanism on Disaster Monitoring and Early 

Warning, Particularly Drought (the Mechanism), and its offer to provide and host training 

courses on drought monitoring and early warning through the use of space and GIS 

applications, and also its offer to grant GIS software through RESAP to developing 

countries in the region for development of GIS application capacities The meeting also 

supported the invitation of the delegation of China for other member countries to co-

sponsor such similar trainings. 

 



 

8. The meeting appreciated the support from the delegation of India to take further the 

concept of organizing regional service nodes as suggested by the secretariat. It offered to 

consider hosting such a node in the region if there is such a request. The delegation of 

India offered to support disaster mechanism through access of data from its satellites from 

the current level of 50 scenes up to 100 scenes per year. In order to support the 

recommendation of establishing geoportals by offering training at CSSTEAP, capacity 

building and offering to host the data on Bhuvan portal before the countries establish their 

own mechanism. The meeting also appreciated the delegation of India for its commitment 

to share the technical knowledge on using different generations of sensors from different 

satellites for the same application to ensure the sustainability of long term monitoring of 

the drought. 

 

9. The meeting appreciated the offer of the delegation of Islamic Republic of Iran to share 

good practices, experiences and expertise with the other countries in the region in using 

space-based information for drought modeling. 

 

10. The meeting recommended that the secretariat in establish a Regional Thematic Working 

group (RTWG) on the Mechanism under the framework of RESAP. The meeting also 

requested the secretariat to expand the Mechanism to cover other kinds of disasters, 

including floods, glacial lake outburst floods, dust and sand storms, desertification and 

land degradation, forest fires, volcanic eruptions and coastal disasters caused by sea level 

rise in the future. The meeting also requested the secretariat to organize capacity building 

activities in less developed and disaster prone countries for satellite image processing for 

different kinds of disasters such as landslides, floods and droughts.    

 

11. The meeting supported the proposed structure on the Mechanism and acknowledged the 

way forward proposed by the secretariat. 

 

12. The meeting recognized efforts of the United Nations agencies and related sub-regional 

initiatives on using space-based information to support the disaster risk reduction and 

management. The meeting appreciated the United Nations agencies and sub-regional 

initiatives on their willingness to contribute and support to the work of the secretariat on 

promoting space applications for disaster risk reduction and sustainable development. 

 

13. The meeting recommended that the scope and depth of the needs survey should be 

adjusted to be in line with the regional level survey and that the questionnaire should be 

simplified through categorization with sensor types, resolutions and the level of capability 

of the users. 

 

II. PROCEEDINGS  

 

A. Organization of the Meeting  

 

14. The sixteenth session of the Intergovernmental Consultative Committee (ICC) on the 

Regional Space Applications Programme for Sustainable Development in Asia and the 

Pacific (RESAP) was held at the United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok, Thailand 

on 17-18 December 2012. The meeting was organized by the United Nations Economic 

and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).  

 



 

15. The meeting elected the bureau of the session comprising Mr. Mustafa Din Subari 

(Malaysia) as Chairperson and Mr. Sanath Panawennage (Sri Lanka) as Vice-

Chairperson. 

 

B. Attendance 

 

16. The meeting was attended by the National Focal Points and their representatives from the 

following ESCAP members countries: Bangladesh; Bhutan; China; India; Islamic 

Republic of Iran; Japan; Malaysia; Mongolia; Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Philippines; Sri 

Lanka, Tajikistan; Thailand; Vanuatu and Viet Nam. Representatives from the following 

United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations also 

attended the meeting: United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), 

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), United Nations International 

Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO), and the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).  The 

meeting was also attended by the following other entities: Asian Institute of Technology 

(AIT). The list of the participants is attached as annex I.  

 

C. Opening of the session  

 

17. The opening session of the 16th session of the ICC commenced with Ms. Shamika 

Sirimanne, Director, Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk 

Reduction Division, ESCAP delivering the Opening Address. In her speech, she 

expressed her appreciation for the continued support of the member States to RESAP 

since its inception. She urged the delegates to take the special opportunity afforded by the 

Intergovernmental Meeting, which aims to formulate a Plan of Action for the region, to 

strengthen RESAP towards regional cooperation as well as revitalizing the Mechanism. 

She then briefed the meeting with a summary of the status and works implemented by the 

secretariat since the 15th session of the ICC. She asked for guidance to the secretariat’s 

work and called for continued commitments, support and contributions towards the 

sustainability of RESAP.  

 

18. In his opening remarks to the meeting, the Chairperson assured that the elected bureau 

would do its best to ensure the meeting will achieve its objectives and to reach a 

successful conclusion, relying on the cooperation and involvement of the distinguished 

delegates. 

 

D. Adoption of the agenda  

 

19. The meeting adopted the following agenda:  

 

1) Opening of the session 

 a. Election of officers 

 b. Adoption of agenda 

  c. Reconfirmation of the membership of the ICC 

  d. Review of the activities of the secretariat in the implementation of RESAP 

since 15
th

 ICC session and work programme for 2013 

 



 

2) Regional cooperative mechanism for disaster monitoring and early warning (the 

Mechanism) – current status and way forward. 

 

3) Updating the compendium of regional space capacities through needs survey and 

questionnaire. 

 

4) Deliberation on the draft Plan of Action for Resolution 68/5, on the Asia-Pacific 

Years of Action for Applications of Space Technology and the Geographic 

Information System for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-

2017, and the RESAP way forward. 

 

5)  Other matters 

 

6)  Summary of the outcomes of the meeting and adoption of the report 

 

7) Closing of the session 

 

E. Reconfirmation of the membership of the ICC 

 

20. On a request to reconfirm the membership of the ICC by the secretariat, the members 

agreed that they would inform the secretariat if there were any changes in their ICC focal 

points as per the standard procedure. 

 

F. Review of the secretariat activities in implementation of RESAP since the last 

session of ICC 

 

21. The secretariat gave a presentation, with additional information in the Information Note 

on  RESAP since the 15th session of ICC that took place in Sri Lanka in October 2011, 

including a matrix of implementation status of recommendations from the past meetings, 

as well as the proposed RESAP plan of work for 2013. The Information Note is attached 

as annex II. 

 

22. The meeting commended and thanked the secretariat for its efforts on the comprehensive 

presentation on the implementation of RESAP and related activities for the past year, 

together with the summary work plan for 2013. 

 

 

G. Regional cooperative mechanism for disaster monitoring and early warning (the 

Mechanism) – current status and way forward. 

 

23. Ms. Shamika Sirimanne gave a summary remark on the present status of drought in the 

region, with a focus on the importance of drought monitoring on food security, and its 

effects on the economic and social well-being of Asia and the Pacific. She emphasized 

the clear need for regional cooperation, with the Mechanism providing efforts to address 

the twin challenges of providing access to Earth Observation drought products and 

building capacity of the member States to integrate such knowledge products for disaster 

risk reduction strategies 

 



 

24. The secretariat then proposed the revised concept of the Mechanism, with volunteer 

service nodes providing access to 1km, 200-500m, 30-50m resolution satellite images for 

drought monitoring and early warning, in place of the previously adopted permanent 

secretariat. As an interim solution while the Mechanism is at its incubation stage, the 

ESCAP secretariat could be the ad-hoc secretariat, and establish modalities to 

operationalize the Mechanism through the formulation of Standard Operating Procedures. 

 

25. The meeting strongly supported the revised approach and framework of the Mechanism, 

including the concept of distributed service nodes for drought assessment and monitoring. 

The meeting noted the significant changes could make the Mechanism operational within 

one year a possible and achievable endeavor. 

 

 

H. Updating the compendium of regional space capacities through needs survey 

and questionnaire. 

 

26. The meeting was briefed on the survey and questionnaire to update the Compendium of 

Regional Space Capabilities, and the Remote Sensing Needs Survey. The objective of the 

two surveys was to identify the existing capacities and needs of member countries, which 

the secretariat would use to analyse and identify the technical, institutional and capacity 

building gaps of member countries in the region. 

 

27. The meeting was also apprised of the areas covered by the needs survey，namely disaster 

risk reduction and management, natural resource management, environmental 

development, oceanography, agriculture, water resources, urban development,  

meteorology, transportation, and the areas covered by the capabilities survey, namely, 

institutional, technical and human resource capabilities. The actual structure of the online 

surveys was also demonstrated as part of the presentation. 

 

I. Deliberation on the draft Plan of Action for Resolution 68/5, on the Asia-Pacific 

Years of Action for Applications of Space Technology and the Geographic 

Information System for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development, 

2012- 2017 

 

28. The meeting was introduced to the objective of the Resolution 68/5 on Asia-Pacific Years 

of Action for Applications of Space Technology and the Geographic Information System 

for Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-2017which was 

sponsored by the Japanese Government and adopted at the 68th Commission Session in 

2012. 

 

29. The meeting was also briefed on the formulation of the 5 year Draft Plan of Action 

towards the implementation of the Resolution. The Plan of Action in the draft plan draws 

from agreed goals of the Rio+20 outcome document, taking into account the possible and 

necessary harmonization and coordination of regional initiatives working in the field of 

space and GIS applications, capacity building and information sharing for disaster risk 

reduction and management, as well as sustainable development. 

 

30. The meeting deliberated on the draft Plan of Action and put forward its recommendations, 

revisions and additions to be presented to the Intergovernmental Meeting, and 

recommended that a technical resolution for the Plan of Action to be presented for 



 

endorsment at the 69
th

 ESCAP Commission Session. The Draft Plan of Action with the 

recommendations of the meeting is attached as annex III. 

 

J. Other Matters  

 

31. The meeting was given a presentation and a demonstration of the chosen UN Teamworks 

platform for the RESAP Community of Practice. 

 

32. The meeting welcomed the proposal of the secretariat to have the 17
th

 session of ICC 

back-to-back with the Third Session of Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction in the 

second half of 2013 in Bangkok, Thailand. The meeting also appreciated the offer of the 

delegation of Pakistan to host the 18
th

 session of ICC in 2014 pending approval of his 

government.  

 

K. Adoption of the report  

 

33. The report was adopted on 18 December 2012 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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Annex I 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

BANGLADESH 

 

Ms. Mehrun Nessa, Chief Scientific Officer, Bangladesh Space Research and Remote Sensing 

Organization (SPARRSO), Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagae, Dhaka-1207, Tel: +880-2 9131741, 

9113960 Fax: +880-2 9122473, Mb: +880-17 15028738, Email: mehrun_nessa@yahoo.com, 

admin@sparrso.gov.bd  

  

BHUTAN 

 

Mr. Tenzin Namgay, Chief Survey Engineer, National Land Commission, Kawangjangsa, PO 

Box 142, Thimphu, Tel: +975-02 325219, Mb: +975-174 11715, Fax: +975-02 323565, Email: 

tnzn_namgay@yahoo.com  

 

CHINA 

 

Mr. Jiahong Li, Deputy-Director General, National Remote Sensing Center of China (NRSCC), 

Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), No. A8, Liulinguan Nanli, Haidian District, 

Beijing 100036, Tel: +86-10 68513199, Fax: +86-10 68574482, Mb: +86-13910715186, Email: 

lijiahong@nrscc.gov.cn  

 

Mr. Guoxiang Wu, Senior Advisor on GEO Affairs, National Remote Sensing Center of China 

(NRSCC), Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), Beijing, Tel: +86-13 6811 07759, Fax: 

+86 10 68513212, Email: wugx77@hotmail.com  

 

INDIA 

 

Mr. Vinay Kumar Dadhwal, Director, National Remote Sensing Centre, Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO), Department of Space, Balanagar, Hyderabad, Tel: +91-40 23884000-4, 

23878360, Fax: +91-40 23877210, Mb: +91-96 52110003, Email: director@nrsc.gov.in, 

dadhwalvk@hotmail.com   

 

Mr. Rajesh Swami, First Secretary (Political) and Alternate Deputy Permanent Representative to 

UNESCAP, Embassy of India, Bangkok, Tel : +66-2 2584491, Fax : +66-2 2603177, Mb : +66-

84 4274282, Email : pol.bangkok@mea.gov.in  

 

Mr. Aditya Vats, Attache, Embassy of India, Bangkok, Tel : +66-2 2580300 to 0305, Fax : +66-2 

2584627/2621740, Email : indiaemb@indianembassy.in.th  

 

 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 

 

Mr. Abdolreza Ansari Amoli, Project Manager, Remote Sensing & GIS Division, Iranian Space 

Agency, No. 34, Sayeh Street, Africa Blvd., Tehran, Tel: +98-21 233442307, Mb: +98-93 

89604884, Fax: +98-21 22029702, Email: aansari@isa.ir, abdolreza.ansari@gmail.com, 

info@isa.ir 
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JAPAN 

 

Mr. Hisanobu Mochizuki, Counselor and Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to ESCAP, 

Embassy of Japan, 177 Witthayu Road, Lumphini, Pathumwan, Bangkok, Tel: +66-2 6963000 

ext. 531, Fax: +66-2 6963017, Mb: +66-81 8096218, Email: hisanobu.mochizuki@mofa.go.jp  

 

MALAYSIA 

 

Mr. Mustafa Din Bin Subari, Director General, National Space Agency, Ministry of Science 

Technology and Innovation, Level 8, PJH Commercial Bldg, Presint 4, Persiaran Perdana, 62100, 

Putrajaya, Tel: +60-3 88888668, Fax: +60-3 88883478, Mb: +603-12 2803797, Email: 

mustafa@angkasa.gov.my  

 

MONGOLIA 

 

Ms. Magsar Erdenetuya, Senior Remote Sensing Specialist, National Remote Sensing Center of 

Mongolia, Juulchny Str 5, Meteorological Bldg., Ulaanbaatar 15160, Tel: +97-6 99055874, 

70110635, Fax: +97-6 11329968, Mb: +97-6 990 55874, Email: erdenetuya@icc.mn, 

m_erdenetuya@yahoo.com 

 

MYANMAR 

 

Mr. Tint Aung, Director, Department of Meteorology and Hydrology, Ministry of Transport, 

Building No. 5, Nay Pyi Taw, Tel: +95-67 411031/411446, Fax: +95-67 411449/411250, Email: 

dg.dmh@mptmail.net.mm, tintaung.dmh@gmail.com   

 

NEPAL  

 

Mr. Sahas Man Shrestha, Director General, Department of Forest Research and Survey, PO Box 

3339, Babar Mahal, Kathmandu, Tel: +977-1 4233510 (office), +977-1 4106158(residence), Mb: 

+977-9841738051 Fax: +977-1 4220159, Email: sahasman2011@hotmail.com, 

info@dfrs.gov.np, bj@dfrs.gov.np 

 

PAKISTAN 

 

Mr. Shafiq Ahmed, Director General, Pakistan Space & Upper Atmosphere Research 

Commission, SUPARCO Road, Karachi 75270, Tel: +92-21 34690781, Fax: +92-21 34690783, 

Mb: +92-300 2501994, Email: dg-sparck@suparco.gov.pk, shafiqah@gmail.com 

 

PHILIPPINES 

 

Mr. Raul Consuelo Sabularse, Deputy Executive Director, Philippine Council for Industry Energy 

and Emerging Technology Research and Development (PCIERD) – Department of Science and 

Technology (DOST), Science Heritage Bldg., DOST Compound, Gen. Santos Ave., Bicutan, 

Taguig City, Tel: +63-2 8377516, 8372071 to 82 loc. 2120, Fax: +63-2 8376154, Mb: +63-915 

5012094, Email: raulsabu@gmail.com  

 

SRI LANKA  
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Mr. Sanath Panawennage, Director &CEO, Arthur C. Clarke Institute for Modern Technologies, 

Ministry of Technology & Research, Katubedda, Moratuwa, Tel: +94-11 265 0677 ext.102, +94-

11 265 0838/0569, Mb: +94-77 2512457, Fax: +94-11 2650462, Email: dir@accmt.ac.lk, 

sanathslbc@yahoo.com 

 

TAJIKISTAN 

 

Mr. Erkin Huseinov, Main Specialist Department Technique Centre of the Analysis, Committee 

of Emergency, Dushanbe, Tel: +992-37 2272448, Mb: +992-918 617699, Fax: +992-37 

2219119, Email: erkin.huseinov@mchs.tj, erkin1981@mail.ru  

 

THAILAND 

 

Ms. Surassawadee Phoompanich, Geo-informatics Scientist, GISTDA, 120 The Government 

Complex Building B, 6th and 7th Floor,Chaeng Wattana Rd., Lak Si, Bangkok 10210, Tel: +66-

21414532, Email: surassa@gistda.or.th   

 

Mr. Chaowalit Silpathong, Director of Geo-informatics Center, GISTDA, 120 The Government 

Complex Building B, 6th and 7th Floor, Chaeng Wattana Rd., Lak Si, Bangkok 10210, Tel: +66-

2 1414554, Email: chaow@gistda.or.th 

     

Mr. Peerapat Akarakupt, International Relations Officer, GISTDA, 120 The Government 

Complex Building B, 6th and 7th Floor, Chaeng Wattana Rd., Lak Si, Bangkok 10210, Tel: +66-

21414501, Email: peerapat@gistda.or.th     

    

VANUATU 

 

Mr. Mike Sam Waiwai, Senior Climatologist and Data Analyst, Vanuatu Meteorology and Geo-

Hazard Dept., PMB 9054, Tel: +67-8 23866, Fax: +67-8 22310, Mb: +67-8 5683850, Email: 

mwaiwai@meteo.gov.vu  

 

VIET NAM 

 

Mr. Doan Minh Chung, Director, Space Technology Institute (STI), Vietnam Academy of 

Science and Technology (VAST), 18 Hoang Quoc Viet, Cau Giay, Hanoi, Tel: +84-4 37562942, 

Mb: +84-912 354972, Fax: +84-4 37914622, Email: dmchung@sti.vast.ac.vn, 

chung_sti@yahoo.com 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

UNITED NATIONS BODIES 

 

 
United Nations Institute for 

Training and Research 

(UNITAR) 

 Mr. Francesco Pisano 

Director 

Research, Technology Applications & Knowledge 

Systems 

United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel: +41-22 9178720 
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Mb : +41-79 2799303 

Fax: +41-22 9178047 

Email: francesco.pisano@unitar.org 

 

United Nations Office for 

Outer Space Affairs 

(UNOOSA) 

 Mr. Luc St-Pierre 

Senior Programme Officer 

Office for Outer Space Affairs 

Vienna International Centre 

Vienna, Austria 

Tel: +43-1 260604958 

Fax: +43-1 260605830 

Mb: +43-699 14594958 

Email: luc.st-pierre@unoosa.org  

 

United Nations International 

Strategy for Disaster 

Reduction (UNISDR) 

 

 Mr. Jerry Velasguez 

Senior Regional Officer 

ISDR Secretariat, Asia and the Pacific 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2 288 2750 

Fax: +66 2 288 1050 

Email: velasquezg@un.org  

 

United Nations Convention to 

Combat  Desertification 

(UNCCD) 

 

 Mr. Yang Youlin 

Officer-in-Charge, a.i. 

Asia Regional Coordination Unit (A-RCU) 

United Nations Convention to Combat  

Desertification 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +66-2 2882559 

Fax: +66-2 2883065 

Email: youlin.unescap@un.org  

 

  Ms.  Meng Tianyu 

Consultant 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) 

 Mr. Yuji Niino 

Land Management Officer 

Food and Agriculture Organization  

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +66-2 6974213 

Fax: +66-2 6974445 

Mb: +66-81 9102140  

Email: yuji.niino@fao.org  

 

----------------------------------------- 

 



 11 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 

 Mr. Om Prakash Mishra 

Head – Geological Disaster Division 

SAARC Disaster Management Centre 

New Delhi, India 

Tel: +91-11 23724085 

Mb: +91-844 7346687 

Fax: +91-11 23724051 

Email: opmishra2010.saarc@gmail.com, 

dir.sdmc@gmail.com 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

OTHER ENTITIES 

 

Asian Institute of Technology 

(AIT) 

 

 Mr. Lal Samarakoon 

Director 

Geoinformatics Center 

School of Engineering and Technology 

Asian Institute of Technology 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +66-2 524 6487 

Fax : +66-2 524 6147 

Email: lal@ait.ac.th  

   

  Mr. Manzul K. Hazarika 

Associate Director 

Geoinformatics Center 

Thematic Area Team Leader-DRM 

Asian Institute of Technology 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +66-2 524 6184 

Fax: +66-2 524 6147 

Email: manzul@ait.asia  
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ESCAP SECRETARIAT 

 

 

Ms. Shamika Sirimanne Director 

Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD)  

Tel: +66-2  2881638 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: sirimanne@un.org 

 

Mr. Sanjay Kumar Srivastava Regional Advisor 

Information and Communications Technology and  
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   Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +66-2 288 1458 

Fax: +66-2 288 3012/1085 

Email: srivastavas@un.org 

 

Ms. Tiziana Bonapace Chief 

ICT and Development Section 

Information and Communications Technology and  

   Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel: +66-2 288 1430 

Fax: +66-2 288 3012/1085 

Email: bonapace.unescap@un.org 

 

Mr. Keran Wang Chief 

Space Applications Section 

Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel: +66-2 2881456 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: wangk@un.org  

 

Mr. Ram Tiwaree Economic Affairs Officer  

Space Applications Section 

Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel: +66-2 2881438 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: tiwaree@un.org   

 

Ms. Yejin Ha Economic Affairs Officer 

ESCAP SROENEA 

Tel: +82-32 4586621 

Mb: +82-10 29258172 

Fax: +82-32 4586699 

Email: ha@un.org  

 

Mr. Timothy Loh Associate Economic Affairs Officer 

Space Applications Section 

Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel: +66-2 2881809 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: loh@un.org 

 

Mr. Yousik Kim Expert on Space Technology 

Information and Communications Technology and  

   Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel: +66-2 2882700 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 
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Email: kim58@un.org 

 

Mr. Michio Ito Expert on Disaster Risk Reduction 

Information and Communications Technology and  

   Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel: +66-2 2881583 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: itom@un.org  

 

Ms. Sukanitt Jarunveshsuti Administrative Assistant 

Space Applications Section 

Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel : +66-2 2882033 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: jarunveshsuti@un.org  

 

Ms. Patricia Budiyanto Team Assistant 

Space Applications Section 

Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel : +66-2 2881685 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: budiyanto@un.org  

 

Ms. Kanjana Sibunnan Team Assistant  

Space Applications Section 

Information and Communications Technology and  

   Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Tel : +66-2 2881379 

Fax: +66-2 2883012/1085 

Email: sibunnan@un.org 

 

Mr. Ruilin Zhu Intern 

Space Applications Section 

Information and Communications Technology and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) 

Email: velinzhu@gmail.com  

 

 

----------------------------------- 
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             WORKING PAPER* 

 

ENGLISH ONLY  

 

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC  

 

 

16th Session of the Intergovernmental Consultative Committee on the Regional Space Applications 

Programme for Sustainable Development for Asia and the Pacific 

 

17-18 December 2012 

Bangkok, Thailand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Note by the Secretariat  
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Item 1 of the Provisional Agenda 

 

Review of the Activities of the Secretariat in the Implementation of RESAP: 

 

1. The Matrix of the work recommended by the previous sessions of the ICC on RESAP, 

teleconference and Expert Group Meetings, and their status of completions and 

implementations is attached. The document highlights the existing gaps, and the expected 

timeline to implementation. It also states the expected timeline for the completion of the 

implementation of each recommendation. A summary of activities is also described below: 

 

2. Summary of Major Activities of the Secretariat after the 15th Session of ICC 

 

• Contributed to Secretary General’s report on regional cooperation in space technology 

application for General Assembly and Rio+20;  

 

RESAP was highlighted in the Report of Secretary-General, A/AC.105/1014 “Coordination of 

space-related activities within the United Nations system: directions and anticipated results for 

the period 2012-2013 — the use of space-derived geospatial data for sustainable development ”, 

paragraph 55-56, 68 

 

• Space applications was highlighted by the Reducing Vulnerability and Exposure to 

Disasters-Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2012, flagship publication of ESCAP and ISDR 

Chapter-5: Harnessing innovative technologies 

 

The publication highlighted good practices of using near real-time Earth observation satellite 

images, satellite broadband communications, geo-referenced information systems and social 

media in recent major disasters the region, as well as spotlight on the importance of regional and 

international cooperation mechanisms for enhancing the capacity of the developing countries, 

especially RESAP. 

 

• Developed the survey on regional needs and capacity  

 

Updating of the Compendium on space applications capacity of the RESAP member countries is 

on-going as well as the preparation of the survey of needs on space applications for disaster risk 

reduction and management as well as sustainable development, which will be on-line on the 

Internet. 

 

• Conducted capacity building and human resources development 

 

Five fellowships to the trainees from Afghanistan, Lao PDR, Tajikistan, Vanuatu and Viet Nam 

were provided to participate in the short term training course organized at Centre for Space 

Science and Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific (CSSTEAP) in India.  

 

In support of ESCAP’s Macroeconomic Policy Development Division, SAS facilitated the 

organization of Remote Sensing Applications for Countries with Special Needs (CSN) at 

National Coordinating Agency for Surveys and Mapping (BAKOSURTANAL) in Indonesia, in 

an effort to support the enhanced the knowledge, understanding, and practical experiences of 

theses countries on space technology applications to bring a greater impact on its economic and 

social development. 
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• Began implementation of a UNDA project-Improving disaster risk preparedness in 

ESCAP region Implementation period 2011-2013.  

 

The project aims at building the capacity of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS to promote geo-referenced 

information portals for disaster risk reduction and management. 

 

Regional experts meeting and a workshop in Bangkok and Kathmandu were organized and 

received a lot of good proposals towards the implementation of the project. A regional workshop 

for South-East and East Asia, and the Pacific will be organized at the beginning of next February 

in Bangkok.  

 

• Facilitated the draft of the Plan of Action 

 

Towards the implementation of ESCAP Resolution 68/5: Asia-Pacific Years of Action for 

Applications of Space Technology and the Geographic Information System for Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Sustainable Development, 2012-2017, the secretariat facilitated the draft Plan of 

Action. 

 

The Resolution aims to enhance efforts at the national and regional levels to broaden and deepen 

the contribution of space technology and the GIS to addressing issues related to disaster risk 

reduction and disaster risk management as well as sustainable development by increasing relevant 

activities at the national, subregional and regional levels, and the Plan of Action will be the 

guiding document for the implementation. This draft will be deliberated on for recommendations 

to the Intergovernmental Meeting on the Draft Action Plan (back to back with the ICC) for 

endorsement. 

 

• Provided the regional support to countries in disasters 

 

The secretariat coordinated with RESAP member countries to contribute the  near real-time 

satellite imagery and GIS products to Thailand flood in 2011 and Philippines floods in 2012.  

 

The secretariat also liaised  with UNITAR/UNOSAT, UNSPIDER and Sentinel Asia to provide 

space-based information and products.  

 

• Promoted the Regional Cooperative Mechanism on Disaster Monitoring and Early 

Warning, Particularly Drought (the Mechanism)  

 

A Stakeholders Meeting (Teleconference) on “Regional Cooperative Mechanism On Space 

Applications in Asia-Pacific Region; Current Status And Future Work” was held on 17 July 2012 

in Hong Kong, China to update the status of the Secretariat of the Drought Mechanism and 

discuss related issues. 

 

A tentative work plan and structure of drought product service for revitalizing the Drought 

Mechanism is proposed at this session of ICC. 

 

• Provided effective and efficient Regional Advices Services to the member countries 

 

In the last three years (2010-2012), specific requests for ESCAP regional advisory services in 

disaster risk reduction have been received from the Governments/UN Resident Coordinators viz., 
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Afghanistan, Armenia, Bhutan, Cambodia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, 

Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Palau, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor Leste.  

Advise Governments on policies, strategies and programmes for disaster risk reduction in the 

context of the Hyogo Framework of Action (2005-2015). 

 

The regional advisory service also strived to build national capacity, through conducting training 

and other group activities for policy makers and government officials, for mainstreaming disaster 

risk reduction into sectoral development planning, effective use of space application for disaster 

response and risk assessment, post-disaster need and damage assessment and recovery planning, 

as well as developing an integrated approach for disaster risk reduction and climate change 

adaptation. 

 

It facilitated dialogue and collaboration among member States and relevant regional and 

subregional institutions to promote regional and subregional cooperation on disaster risk 

reduction.  

 

• Established Community of Practice (CoP) for RESAP 

 

Established through the UN teamwork platform and plan to connect it to ESCAP’s Asia Pacific 

Gateway for Disaster Risk Management and Development in the future.  

 

There will be a short introduction to the platform in the other matters section of this session. 

 

• Established closer collaboration with other UN agencies and regional initiatives 

 

Efforts are ongoing by the secretariat to enhance the partnership ESCAP and UNITAR on 

capacity development for more effective utilization of satellite imageries in disaster risk 

management. The secretariat closely cooperated with UNITAR, UNSPIDER and other regional 

initiatives, such as APRSAF, Sentinel Asia in support the space-based information to countries in 

disasters. 

 

A regional Interagency Working Group, including ESCAP, ITU, APT and other 6 UN agencies 

was organized on Technologies for disaster risk reduction. requirement of building emergency 

communications capacity of countries with special needs was highlighted. a joint concept paper 

will be developed by ESCAP, ITU and APT. 

 

The secretariat also provided training support on remote sensing and geo-reference information 

for disaster risk management to an ITU regional Training Workshop on the Use of 

Telecommunication/ICTs for Disaster Management. 
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3. Proposed RESAP plan of work for 2013 

 

The RESAP plan of work for 2013 can be broken down into 4 areas summarized below: 

 

(1) Institutional 

 

• Design work programme in line with Strategic Framework of ESCAP and 

suggestions/guidelines of the ICC- Strategic Paper of RESAP -June 2013. 

 

• Create achievable targets and performance indicators that are measurable which can be used 

to focus the work of RESAP better -end of 2013. 

 

• Enhance cooperation with UNITAR, UNSPIDER, International Charter Space and Major 

Disasters, Sentinel Asia and other international/regional partners. 

 

• Explore more in-kind contribution from RESAP members, including financial, human, 

expertise, technical and others.  The 17th Session of RESAP ICC will be held in the second 

half of 2013. 

 

• Enhance the Drought Mechanism -June 2013. 

 -ESCAP secretariat to write to Seats of Government to appoint focal points to the TWG 

on 

DMEW. –January 2013. 

 -Prepare and circulate TOR of the proposed TWG.-March 2013. 

 -Prepare the SOP that covers 70% of the common needs.-March 2013. 

 -RGW(Regional working group meeting) to discuss the SOP, and breakout of the work to 

the 

nodes.-May 2013. 

 -Receive the commitments and approval from member countries on work plan and 

 contribution to the Mechanism. –June 2013 

-Approve the work plan at the 17th Session of ICC. 

 

(2) Directly assisting the developing countries. 

 

• Design/develop capacity building activities based on feedback on needs survey. – end of 

2013. 

 

• Continue support trainees from LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS participate in the training courses 

organized by  RESAP training network and other partners. Indicator: 1-2 training courses - 

end of 2013. 

 

• Closely cooperate with UNITAR, UNSPIDER, ISDR, ITU, OCHA, UNEP, UNCCD and 

regional initiatives including APRSAF, APT, APSCO, Sentinel Asia. Indicators: 2-3 

workshops or seminars and capacity building activities.- end of 2013. 

 

• SOP of emergency response for providing the satellite imagery to countries in disaster. –June 

2013. 
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• Develop  the direct link to the space-based information/product and service providers to 

enhance the efficiency of the service. - end of 2013. 

 

• Development the expert network on CoP to provide advisory. 

 

(3) Addressing urgent development problems. 

 

• Request the members to provide feedback to the compendium and needs survey.  

 

• Prepare technical paper to address the common needs in the region on DRR and development. 

-end of 2013.  

 

• Contribute input to the SG report 2013 on space application to address the regional 

challenges and efforts on space applications for DRR and S/D. -March 2013. 

 

• Provide Regional Advice Service to the developing countries on space and GIS applications. 

–end of 2013. 

 

• Develop the concept paper with ITU and APT on building emergency communications 

capacity of countries with special needs. –June 2013. 

 

• Develop concept paper on in-country training as a new modality whereby experts are invited 

to lecture in universities in the country on topics most suited for the needs of that country.- 

June 2013. 

 

(4) Integrating S/A into development planning. 

 

• Provide opportunities for member countries to update their country profiles or providing 

information online, also facilitate access through password controls. -end 2013 

 

• Share the good practical experience through publication of technical papers and training 

course. –end of 2013 

 

• Promote online Community of Practice so that the member states would be more aware of it 

and start using it as a major information platform.-June 2013 

 

• More details on training offers can be posted by the ESCAP to guide potential attendees and 

which ones have sponsorships for qualified participants. 

 

 

4. The Committee is requested to consider resources to enhance and strengthen the RESAP 

framework towards filling the gaps and for more effective implementation of the 

recommendations. This will be further discussed in future sessions. 

 

5. The Committee would also have had received the pre-session document asking for national 

updates to be compiled by the Secretariat. 
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6. Considering the short time available to this session and the many pertinent topics that need to 

be covered, these national updates will be collated and shared on the RESAP online 

Community of Practice on UNTeamworks (CoP).
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Actions taken to implement the recommendations of the 15th ICC 
 Recommendations Actions taken by ESCAP Secretariat Actions should be taken by ICC membersICC membersICC membersICC members 

Gaps remains & Future 

Actions 

Time table for the 

implementation 

1.  ESCAP secretariat to write to 

Seats of Government to 

appoint focal points to the 

TWG on DMEW 

1. Requested each member countries to 

nominate the NFP of RESAP. List of 

the NFPs is as Annex A.  

2. Established the CoP on UN Teamwork.  

3. Nomination of TWG on DMEW was 

pending.  

1. Log-in Teamwork  

2. Work on web 

3. Consideration of the focal 

points of the TWG on 

DMEW 

1. Need further discussion 

on TWG on DMEW 

and working plan.  

2. Secretariat will draw up 

a tentative working plan 

after coordination with 

the ICC members. 

1. ICC recommend the 

mode of DMEW; 

2. Setup the TWG on 

DMEW; 

3. Nominate the focal 

points June 2013 

2.  Design work programme in 

line with Strategic 

Framework and 

suggestions/guidelines of the 

ICC. 

1. Working on RESAP strategic paper  

2. Facilitated draft of Plan of Action of 

Resolution 68/5, on the Asia-Pacific 

Years of Action for Applications of 

Space Technology and the Geographic 

Information System for Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Sustainable 

Development, 2012-2017. 

3. Working on survey of need and 

capacity. 

4. Set up a FTP server at ESCAP Web 

server (10GB) and a commercial cloud 

storage space (100GB) for providing the 

near real time satellite imagery uploaded 

by the RESAP members and other 

partners for the country in disaster to 

download. 

5. Harmonized the activities of RESAP 

with other existing UN and 

international/ regional initiatives  

1. More inputs to the 

compendium and 

questionnaires on the 

capacity and needs. 

2. Contribute and deliberate 

the Plan of Action.  

3. Contribute the near real 

time satellite imagery to 

the country in disaster 

through ESCAP FTP 

server or cloud storage. 

4. Contribute the experts of 

DRR and space 

applications in disaster 

response for providing the 

technical advisory.  

1. Lack of data for the 

needs of country on 

space applications for 

DRR and development  

2. Collecting the good 

practices and lessons 

learnt, especially with 

quantified results, to 

support the policy 

research and future 

projects. 

3. Set up SOP of member 

country in disaster to 

access the near real time 

satellite imagery 

through ESCAP FTP 

server and commercial 

cloud storage. 

4. Establish a network of 

experts to provide 

technical advisory / 

solutions to the end 

users in disasters 

5. Research on setting up a 

regional space-based 

information bank and 

express channel on 

supporting member 

countries in disasters to 

effectively and 

1. Strategic paper- 

June 2013 

2. Formulate the Plan 

of Action-mid of 

December 2012 

3. Deliberation of Plan 

of Action-end of 

December 2012 

4. SOP-June 2013 

5. Network of experts- 

end of 2014 

6. Research on survey 

results -end of 2013 

7. Data bank- end of 

2014 
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 Recommendations Actions taken by ESCAP Secretariat Actions should be taken by ICC membersICC membersICC membersICC members 

Gaps remains & Future 

Actions 

Time table for the 

implementation 

efficiently access to the 

EO satellite products 

and solutions. 

3.  Enhance cooperation with 

UNSPIDER, International 

Charter Space and Major 

Disasters, UNITAR, Sentinel 

Asia and other 

international/regional 

partners. 

1. Joint technical advisory services in Sri-

Lanka, Myanmar, Maldives with 

UNSPIDER have been done. 

2. Provided the satellite images of flooding 

areas for the Philippine in collaboration  

RESAP members and 

UNITAR/UNOSAT, Charter, etc. 

1. Highlight the urgent needs 

of space application for 

DRR at country level. 

2. Inform the secretariat the 

capacity of the country. 

1. Need institutional 

arrangement on pooling 

the resources of the 

space-based information 

in the region and 

establishment of mutual 

support with other 

regional/international 

mechanisms. 

2. Joint project, including 

training, will be 

discussed with the 

related initiative 

End of 2013 

4.  Supported the efforts to 

establish a regional 

cooperative Mechanism on 

disaster communications 

capacities. 

1. Initially exchanged with ITU ROAP on 

providing emergency communication 

equipment and service to the least 

developed countries that are in serious 

disasters.  

2. Discussed with the satellite mobile 

service providers on the feasibility of 

connecting the governmental end users 

to the Gateway and satellite imagery 

products when devastated disaster 

happens in least developed countries, 

particularly SIDS.   

3. Proposed a technical solution at the 

inter-agency meeting (ESCAP, ITU-

ROAP, APT) before on 21November 

2012.  

  1. Lack of the financial 

resources to donate the 

satellite mobile 

equipment and to buy 

airtime of mobile 

communication service. 

2. More efforts needed to 

explore the resources 

(finance and hardware )  

End of 2013 

5.  Appreciated ESCAP efforts 

to improve disaster risk 

preparedness through the 

implementation of the DA7 

project. 

1. Push forward the implementation of the 

DA-7 project. 

2. Contacted the software provider (ESRI 

ArcGIS, SuperMap, open sources) to 

find the best solution, including 

technical and financial elements.  

3. Prepared the demo for related LDCs, 

1. Provide practical 

experiences on using geo-

referenced information for 

DRR 

2. Sharing the data and 

experiences among 

governmental agencies. 

 End of 2013 

1. Demo in 6 countries 

2. Collect the needs of 

the country on using 

GIS for DRR 

3. Training and EGM  
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 Recommendations Actions taken by ESCAP Secretariat Actions should be taken by ICC membersICC membersICC membersICC members 

Gaps remains & Future 

Actions 

Time table for the 

implementation 

LLDCs. 

6.  Urged RESAP members to 

contribute to the 

compendium on space 

technology and space 

applications. 

1. Sent out the draft version of the 

compendium of space applications 

capacity for members to comment and 

fill in. (July 2012) 

2. Prepared the survey on the needs 

(Questionnaires) of space applications 

in DRR and development to be 

presented and distributed during the 16
th

 

ICC. 

1. Provide comments on the 

draft of the compendium, 

send feedback with data. 

2. Comments on the design 

of needs survey. 

 

1. Lack of experiences on 

the design of the 

questionnaires of the 

survey. 

2. Capacity of NFPs of the 

member  countries  

may be limited in term 

of the responsibility, 

knowledge, coverage of 

the multi-sectoral, man 

power, etc. 

End of 2013 

1. Space applications 

capacity – June 

2013 

2. Survey of needs – 

end of 2013 

3. Organize the 

training workshop 

for the survey. 

 Contact NFP on dates and 

venues of 16th ICC Session. 
Done    



 24 

Actions taken to implement the recommendations of the EGM  
 Recommendations Actions taken by ESCAP Secretariat Actions should be taken by 

ICC members 

Gaps remains Time table for the 

implementation 

1.  Emphasized the importance 

of data standardization and 

development of indices for 

both agricultural and hydro-

metrological drought. 

1. Seeking financial support from a 

member country on research 

(consultancy contract) of the data 

standardization and development of 

indices 

1. Contribute the good 

practices and lessons 

learnt.  

2. Provide the historical data 

to the research.  

1. Lack of the useful data 

2. Expertise not yet been 

actively involved  

June 2013 

2.  Give utmost importance in 

implementation of the 

outcomes of the kick-off 

meeting on the Mechanism in 

March 2011. 

1. Encouraged ICC members to provide 

resources to the Mechanism, including 

space-based information products, 

capacity building, training and technical 

advisory services as in-kind 

contributions to the sustainability of the 

Mechanism was reaffirmed. 

2. One ICC member (China) has agreed to 

provide medium resolution satellite data 

and possibly provide 2.5m resolution 

products through RESAP to countries 

for building Disaster Management 

Information System. 

1. Reconfirm the priority list 

of most urgently and 

necessarily explored work 

areas. 

2. Update the compendium. 

3. Contribute the satellite 

imagery and expertise. 

1. Follow up on the 

delivery of the concept 

notes to be developed 

based on the priority list 

within the agreed 

timeframe. 

 

June 2013 

3.  ESCAP should 

design/develop capacity 

building activities based on 

needs assessments of the 

regional developing 

countries. 

1. In process 

2. 2. Will support participants to attend the 

training coursed to be held in the node 

of RESAP training network (India, 

Indonesia and China) 

1. Inputs to the compendium 

and questionnaires on the 

capacity and needs 

2. Highlight the urgent needs 

of space application for 

DRR at country level. 

 End of 2013 

4.  Urge ESCAP towards 

awareness creation of 

decision makers on the 

importance of space 

applications for disaster risk 

management in the region. 

1. Published the Asia-Pacific Disaster 

Report  (APDR) 2012 

2.  Updated the compendium and 

questionnaires on the needs of space 

applications for DRR and development.  

1. Contribute the good 

practices and lessons 

lernt. 

2. Collect the quantified 

examples for the research 

on how space applications 

would contribute the 

social and economic 

development (to be 

performed in 2014) 

1. Lack of data 

2. Methodology of 

collecting the good 

practices and lessons, 

especially with 

quantified results, to 

support the policy 

research and future 

projects. 

3. Systemic design of the 

programme  

1. APDR - October 

2012 

2. Compendium and 

survey 

questionnaires – 

end of 2013 

5.  Urge ESCAP to expedite the 

implementation of the 

1. Asia-Pacific Space Cooperation 

Organization   (APSCO) withdrawn 

1. Reconfirm the interest of 

providing the support. 

1. One ICC member  

expressed its concerns 

-Prepare the SOP by the 

first quarter of 2013 
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Mechanism. the host of the secretariat of the 

Mechanism in July 2012 

2. Requested the ICC members to 

reconfirm the interest of host the 

secretariat of the Mechanism. 

3. Reconsidered the TOR of the 

Mechanism and the mode of the 

operation of the Mechanism. 

4. Seeking the financial support from a 

member country on research 

(consultancy contract) of the data 

standardization and development of 

indices. 

2. Provide data for research 

on data standardization 

and development of 

indices. 

on the premature of the 

establish a secretariat of 

the Mechanism during 

the 14
th

 ICC meeting 

held in Manila, 

Philippines, in 

December 2012  

2. To modify the TOR of 

the Mechanism, by 

request from the ICC 

members. 

3. Consider to setup the 

service/ data provision 

nodes at subregional 

level. 

- Organize regional 

working group meeting 

in June 2013 

6.  Urge members participating 

in the Mechanism to 

constitute National Task 

Force with high-level 

participation from multi-

disciplinary organizations. 

  1. Secretariat welcomes 

the recommendations 

and will prepare a work 

plan to facilitate the 

constitute National Task 

Force. 

June 2013 

7.  A TWG on disaster 

communications capacity 

maybe established to identify 

country needs and gaps in 

emergency capacities. 

1. Proposed to the inter-agency meeting 

(ESCAP, ITU-ROAP, APT) to be held 

in November 2012 a technical solution 

for end users to access the satellite 

imagery during disaster. 

2. Prepared a survey of needs on 

emergency communication 

1. Provide inputs to the need 

survey 

2. Provide good practices 

and lessons learnt. 

 

1. Harmonize the activities 

with ITU and APT. 

2. Financial support from 

ICC members and the 

international 

organizations for 

providing equipment. 

3. Training and drill. 

1. Inter-agency 

meeting- November 

2012 

2. Survey – end of 

2013 

3. Training and drill- 

mid 2014 

8.  Requested ESCAP to prepare 

and circulate TOR of the 

proposed TWG for 

emergency capacities. 

   June of 2013 

9.  Recommended special 

considerations should be 

given to CSNs, SIDS, PIDCs 

while implementing the 

project to assist them to 

develop geo-reference data 

platforms. 

1. Target countries of DA-7 project were 

selected from LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 

Letters have been sent out to invite all 

countries to support and contribute to 

the project.  

2. Capacity building plan has been made to 

assist the LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS to 

1. Provide needs of GIS for 

DRR 

2. Enhance the information 

exchanges among the line 

ministries.  

3. Coordinate between the 

Focal Points and the 

Refer to the DA-7 

Implementation Plan in 

Annex B 

End of 2013 
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develop geo-reference data platforms. 

3. Invited the consultant to make need 

assessment.  

4. Negotiated with the software providers: 

ESRI ArcGIS, SuperMap and open 

sources.  

NDMO 

10.  Suggested to provide 

opportunities for Member 

states to update their country 

profiles or providing 

information online, also 

facilitate access through 

password controls. 

1. Established the CoP at UN Teamwork. 

2. Connected Teamwork to ESCAP’s 

Gateway for DRR  

3. Prepared the data resources for 

accessing the satellite imagery for the 

countries in disasters.  

1. Work with ESCAP 

through UN Teamwork / 

Gateway 

2. Provide the inputs to 

update the country profile 

1. Seek financial support 

from ICC members to 

perform the update of 

the country profile. 

2. Design an information 

portal, including the 

network of experts, to 

share the information 

online. 

1. CoP on Teamwork / 

Gateway- end of 

2013 

2. Information on line- 

end of 2014 
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Actions taken to implement the recommendations of the HK teleconference   
 Recommendations Actions taken by ESCAP Secretariat Actions should be taken by 

Member countries 

Gaps remains Time table for the 

implementation 

11.   One member country 

(China) already committed to 

provide medium resolution 

satellite data through the 

Mechanism.  Countries 

without the capacities to use 

these data can also gain such 

capacities through the 

Mechanism. 

1. Encouraged the ICC members to access 

the data provided by China. 

2. Started updating of the compendium of 

the space technology capacity.  

1. Inputs of ICC members to 

the compendium, 

especially the capacity of 

the remote sensing 

satellite. 

2. Access the data through 

the Mechanism and 

inform the secretariat and 

date provider on the usage 

of the data and gaps.  

1. Lack of technical 

support to produce the 

final products at country 

level, particularly CSN.  

2. More interests on high 

resolution satellite 

images for some disaster 

response and loss 

assessment 

3. Training courses needed 

to enhance the capacity 

in using such data. 

June 2013 

12.  Urged the NFPs to consider 

supporting the Mechanism 

operations with two or three 

necessary full-time 

headcount commitment, 

when appropriate facilities 

existed. 

Welcome the proposal and will contact the 

ICC NFPs.  

  June 2013 

13.  Recapped country’s (China) 

commitment to the Group on 

Earth Observations (GEO) to 

provide satellite data that 

would support better use and 

management of the 

environment, agriculture, 

natural resources, disasters 

etc., and proposed that the 

role of the Mechanism 

should encompass the 

dissemination of such data in 

these fields for the region in 

the future. 

1. Welcomed the contribution from ICC 

members. 

2. Set up a commercial cloud storage space 

(100GB) for future needs.  

3. Explored more data resources of high 

resolution satellite imagery in ICC 

member countries.  

1. Indicate the needs for 

DRR and development. 

2. Commitments on 

contribution of higher 

resolution satellite 

imagery for DRR and 

sustainable development.  

3. Share the good practices 

and lessons learnt.  

1. Capacity of certain 

countries on using the 

satellite images in DRR 

and development is low. 

2. Prepare for training, 

including online 

courses. 

3. Establish application 

programme based on the 

survey of the needs. 

End of 2013 

14.  Presented the opportunity 

that China could possibly 

provide 2.5m resolution 

products through RESAP to 

See above.   End of 2013 
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countries for building 

Disaster Management 

Information Systems, and 

encouraged member states to 

start explore access to this 

resource. 

15.  Recommended that more 

details on training offers can 

be posted by the ESCAP to 

guide potential attendees and 

which ones have 

sponsorships for qualified 

participants. 

1. In cooperation with CSSTEAP, node of 

the RESAP training network, to conduct 

the training on space applications for 

DRR and development. 

2. Uploaded the training programme of 

CSSTEAP to CoP on Teamwork. 

3. Explored more financial resources  

4. Encouraged APCICT to cooperate with 

CSSTEAP on joint training programme. 

1. Indicate the urgent needs 

at country level.  

2. Response to the 

questionnaires. 

3. Access the website of 

CSSTEAP and 

Teamwork. 

1. Lack of budget to 

support more 

participants from 

member countries. 

2. Secretariat will promote 

the on line training via 

internet and Gateway 

for DRR 

June 2013 

16.  It suggested that in-country 

training can be considered as 

a modality whereby experts 

are invited to lecture in 

universities in the country on 

topics most suited for the 

needs of that country. 

1. Will conduct in country training, 

starting from DA-7 project.  

2. Will encourage the on line training 

courses. 

1. Indicate the urgent needs.  

2. Provide information on 

country’s strength of 

training and expertise.  

 June 2013 

17.  Recommended that the ICC 

created achievable targets 

and performance indicators 

that are measurable which 

can be used to focus the work 

of RESAP better. 

   1. Detailed RESAP 

work plan based on 

the results of the 

questionnaires on 

the needs of space 

applications for 

DRR and 

sustainable 

development.  

18.  Recommended that the 

online Community of 

Practice be highlighted and 

promoted more so that the 

member states would be 

more aware of it and start 

using it. 

1. Prepared more information and 

resources on CoP 

2. Encouraged more ICC members and the 

participants to access the CoP with 

password control. 

3. Connected CoP with Gateway.  

1. Log in CoP and use the 

resources on the web. 

2. Propose more ideas on 

using the CoP platform. 

3. Secretariat will establish 

links with Gateway and 

other useful information 

resources. 

1. Lack of HR, need help 

from the ICC members. 

2. Bandwidth of the ICC 

members not yet known 

available for accessing 

the on line training and 

imagery.  

June 2013 

19.  Teleconferences were 

suggested as a possible 

 1. More information needed 

from ICC members for 

 End of 2013 
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means to update and 

communicate with the 

RESAP community that will 

complement and supplement 

the CoP and regular meetings 

in the future. 

web meeting availability. 

2. Secretariat will make a 

plan for test of 

teleconference with 

certain ICC members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item 2 of the Provisional Agenda 

 

Regional Cooperative Mechanism for Disaster Monitoring and Early Warning: 

 

History of the Mechanism:  

 

The Regional Cooperative Mechanism for Disaster Monitoring and Early Warning, 

Particularly Drought was officially launched at a stakeholder meeting on the Mechanism in 

Nanjing, China, on 16 September 2010.  

 

It comprises of 3 components coordinated by 2 national focal points (1 each from Disaster 

management authority and space based organization) : 

 

- a distributed platform designed to provide satellite information products and services for 

disaster monitoring and early warning;  

 

- an information portal for accessing drought disaster management-related information, 

technical resources and services of the Mechanism;  

 

- capacity-building through various technical and non-technical advisory services, training 

sessions and workshops to assist less capable drought-prone countries in developing 

capacities at the national level. 

 

• The Regional Working Group (RWG) and Stakeholder Consultation Meeting held in 

April 2010 

 
Identified modalities for discussion/consideration towards implementation as soon as 

possible: 

• Technical service modalities to be provided through the Mechanism 

• Institutional Modalities of the Mechanism 

• Financial Modality of the Mechanism 

 

In the Stakeholder Meeting held in September 2010, Countries and organizations committed 

their existing satellite and technical resources and relevant services that could be considered 

as in-kind contribution to support the work of the Mechanism. (List to be provided on 

request). 

 

•  At the 14th Session ICC on RESAP, December 2010: 

 

Adoption of the Terms of Reference of the Mechanism, framing its objectives, components, 

functions and operational organization structure. 

 

Agreed on the nomination of up to two National Focal Points (NFPs) to form the Thematic  

Working Group of the Mechanism:  

 

• one from space based technical organization and the other from national disaster 

management authority and their roles and responsibilities towards the work of the 

Mechanism,  

• Agreed on establishing a permanent secretariat to operate the functions of the 

Mechanism. 
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• At the Expert Group Meeting on Identifying Priority Cooperation Areas in March 2011 

 

Identified the way forward: 

 

• Standards for data sharing 

• Multi-satellite and multiplatform approaches and integration of data 

• Standard harmonization of modelling systems for drought monitoring 

• Drought vulnerability maps 

• Capacity-building 

 

ESCAP aims to further develop one or more of the areas into concept notes for the thematic 

working group under RESAP with a view to make the Mechanism operational at its earliest. 

 

Update on Status of the Mechanism: 

 

APSCO had officially informed the ESCAP secretariat that they would be unable to host the 

secretariat of the Mechanism. 

 

A teleconference in Hong Kong, China was held in July 2012 to inform RESAP members 

and National Focal Points of this update. Email correspondences were also sent, together 

with announcements on the CoP. 

 

The Way Forward: 

 

Taking into consideration the concerns of one Member state on the prematurity of the 

establishment of the secretariat of the Mechanism, ESCAP secretariat proposes to continue 

with the formation of the Thematic Working Group on Drought and other Major Disasters 

Monitoring and Early Warning (TWG on DMEW), so that the technical foundations and the 

working modalities of the Drought Mechanism can first be finalized, based on the 5 priority 

areas identified at the earlier 14
th

 ICC on RESAP
1
 held in Manila, Philippines in December 

2010. 

 

Once the technical modalities are in place, the necessary logistics and arrangements could be 

advised by TWG on DMEW, including those for request and fulfillment of technical 

resources, knowledge and information sharing for the operationalization of Drought 

Monitoring and Early Warning for the Region and subregions. 

 

As the logistical arrangements for request and fulfillment of space-based products and 

services is an important part of the Mechanism, with significant implications on other aspects 

of providing satellite imagery for other major disasters as well, the ESCAP secretariat 

proposes that Service Nodes be established to perform these duties, in lieu of a functional 

secretariat. 

 

                                                 
1

 Paragraph 14 of the TOR of the Mechanism: The function of the TWG is to deal with technical and institutional 

issues related to developing, providing and utilizing space-based information products and services, sharing of related 

technical knowledge and resources, and suggesting relevant policy options for improving the work of the Mechanism. 
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Service Nodes can be hosted by space agencies of RESAP members have or plan to have 

capacities: 

• Willing to provide operational services with government commitment 

• Easy access to EO satellite data 

• Expertise in development and integration of multi-model methods for 

identification, vulnerability analysis, impact estimation, … 

• Providing satellite data, M/EW P/S and advisory services to requested 

governments. 

• Capacity to provide C/D to others users 

 

There may also be more than 1 volunteering service nodes acting as pillars of the distributed 

platform with each covering a sub-region of the region, where Sub-regions for service nodes 

to cover will be decided through consultation among service nodes and beneficiary members 

at RESAP platform 

 

For this framework, a Standard Operation Procedure should also be developed with 

beneficiary bodies. 

 

A review of the Mechanism and its operations in the future can establish if the expansion of 

Service Nodes to secretariat is necessary, from which stakeholders can decide again on the 

direction at that time. 

 

In the interim, an Ad-Hoc secretariat could be operated by the Space Applications Section of 

the ESCAP Secretariat while the Mechanism is at its incubation. The ad-hoc secretariat 

should manage the following: 

 

• To organize development of standard operation procedure (SOP) 

• To maintain a portal for all service request and delivery, linked with service nodes. 

• To organize sharing of data and joint development of technical framework and methods 

for consistent P/S 

• To organize training and advisory services 

 

The TWG on DMEW will also be encouraged to explore creating and tapping on synergies 

created with relevant initiatives of the Region in the spirit of Resolution 68/5. 

 

The Committee is requested to consider and endorse the Action Plan of the Mechanism 

whereby: 

• 1st quarter of 2013: Prepare the SOP  

• May 2013: Regional meeting to discuss the SOP, and breakout of the work to the nodes. 

• Commitments and approval from member countries on work plan and contribution to the 

Mechanism.  

• 17th Session of ICC will approve the work plan, hopefully in second half of 2013. 

 

The Committee is requested to consider and review the Terms of Reference of the 

Mechanism and of its secretariat arrangements to fit the new structure of Service Nodes if 

agreeable. 
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The Committee is requested to advise the ESCAP secretariat on any updates to its concerns 

regarding the structure of the Mechanism and propose directions and solutions as necessary 

for discussion at the current session. 
Item 3 of the Provisional Agenda 

 

Compendium of Regional Space Capacities through Needs Survey and Questionnaire: 

 

 

Update on Status of the Compendium: 

 

The teleconference in Hong Kong, China was held in July 2012 to review the needs of survey 

and its implementation with National Focal Points, and to discuss the plan of the second 

stage in-depth survey on Remote Sensing applications for DRR and sustainable development 

to identify the gaps between current technical capability and the needs of each RESAP 

member country. 

 

A draft questionnaire for the Compendium was sent for initial feedback so as to improve it 

for final distribution to some selected National Focal Points of RESAP, and developed a 

web-based survey system to help National Focal Points input, save and update the database at 

any time on the internet. 

 

A gap analysis framework for an in-depth survey will be presented the Committee for its 

review and guidance. The in-depth survey will be implemented and consolidated with the 

output of survey for the Compendium as well. 

 

 

The Way Forward: 

 

The Committee is requested to feedback to the draft questionnaire sent by ESCAP secretariat 

for its final distribution of a web-based version and compilation of the data and information 

for the Compendium. 

 

The Secretariat will provide opportunities to National Focal Points of RESAP for updating 

their country profiles or providing information in the Compendium through password 

controls to the database at any time if needed. 

 

The Committee is also expected to consider and review the gap analysis framework regarding 

its purpose, scope and implementation to be started in 2013 in collaboration with National 

Focal Points of RESAP. 
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Item 4 of the Provisional Agenda 

 

Deliberation of the Draft Action Plan for Resolution 68/5: 

 

 

Introduction: 

 

 

The ideas and foundations to the formulation of the Draft Plan of Action is explained: 

 

o It is based on the Draft Action Plan prepared for the previous Ministerial 

Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable Development, which was 

postponed indefinitely; 

o It was refined and updated with inputs from ESCAP colleagues and NFPs of 

RESAP; 

o The structure of the Plan of starts with a preamble followed by two sections on 

using Space Applications and GIS in support of 1) DRR and 2)Sustainable 

Development. 

o Recommended actions are split into regional and national levels. 

o The Plan of Action for the Resolution is to be endorsed by the 69
th

 Commission 

session of ESCAP, together with a plan to organize the 3
rd

 Ministerial Conference 

to obtain political commitments and ownership. 

 

The Committee is requested to advice on additions or changes that may be necessary to 

develop the Plan of Action further, and to recommend the Plan of Action for adoption by the 

high level Intergovernmental Meeting which will be held back to back with the 16
th

 ICC.. 

 

The Committee is also requested to consider commitment and support to host the future 

meetings and conferences, as well as relevant training courses. 

 

The Committee is further requested to strengthen RESAP in the work and implementation of 

the Plan of Action for the Resolution 68/5 so that the LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS and CSNs can 

further benefit from the applications of space and GIS for sustainable development and 

disaster management and risk reduction. 

 

 

 

 

 


