
 

 

 
 

MYANMARSMELINK 
 
Background  
 
After decades of isolation, Myanmar is opening up to the world and is offering a multitude of investment and growth 
opportunities. While Myanmar is considered a “least developed country”, it is in the heart of the world’s fastest growing 
region, and most importantly, it is strategically located between India and China. With its vast natural resources, young 
and abundant population and a far-reaching economic reform program started by the domestic government and supported 
by the international community, Myanmar has the potential to achieve rapid economic development. McKinsey Global 
Institute1 estimates that Myanmar has the potential to achieve 8% p.a. GDP growth and could quadruple its GDP to $200+ 
billion by 2030 creating more than 10 million non-agricultural jobs in the process. 
 
Small-and-medium enterprises (SMEs) are generally recognized as the backbone of economic growth. They contribute to 
the GDP by creating jobs and generating income while alleviating poverty. SME growth is, however, often constrained by 
such factors as limited access to information, technological know-how and funds; lack of economies of scale; and 
deficiencies in corporate governance2. 
 
Available data indicate that the approximate number of registered enterprises in Myanmar is 127,000; of these, 99.4 per 
cent are SMEs3. These companies face many of the above-described obstacles and more. In Myanmar, poor infrastructure, 
lack of growth capital, low skill and productivity levels hinder successful SME development and prevent them from 
achieving their full potential. They also prevent the country from bringing the widespread benefits of socioeconomic 
development to its people. 
 
Business-to-Business Opportunity Platform 
 
MYANMARSMELINK is a business-to-business opportunity platform that connects Myanmar's SMEs and entrepreneurs 
with global business, capital and services. It is a unique resource point for SMEs to reduce information asymmetries and 
share business connections, resources, capacities and the knowledge necessary to further develop their businesses. The 
platform offers an attractive array of services, including business matching, investment opportunities, alliances/JV 
partnerships, business services and up-to-date business news and information on Myanmar. 
 
Connecting Myanmar SMEs with investors, partners, services providers and non-profit organizations (development 
agencies, business associations, NGOs, academic institutions), MYANMARSMELINK aims to improve the resources 
available to Myanmar’s SMEs and enhance their ability to integrate with global value chains. Essentially, this platform 
will create an ecosystem around Myanmar SMEs thereby producing a multiplier effect in this key segment of the 
economy. 
 
Registering on the Myanmar SME Link platform allows SMEs to manage their own webpage, where they can provide 
company details and, more importantly, highlight what business opportunities they might be seeking. In parallel, 
investors, partners, services providers and non-profit organizations, can create a similar profile page, focusing on the types 
of goods, services and relationships they might be seeking. By providing specific details - including business location, size 
of investment, industry, products and services - on their respective profile pages, registered companies are able to create 
targeted searches and thus match business needs and aspirations efficiently and constructively.  
 
This platform also includes a business services section which aims to list legal, financial, and business advisory services, 
not just to SMEs and but also to the overall corporate ecosystem. These different services are complemented by the news 
section, which provides up-to-date business news and information on Myanmar.  
 
MYANMARSMELINK is a private sector initiative under the UNESCAP Business Sustainability Network. 
 

                                                
1 McKinsey Global Institute, Myanmar’s moment: Unique opportunities, major challenges, June 2013 
2 UNESCAP, Policy Guidebook for SME Development in Asia and the Pacific, 2012 
3 OECD, Development Pathways Multi-dimensional Review of Myanmar Volume 1, 18 July 2013. 


