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MDG strengths

 Overarching political framework for 
international development

− Poverty in its different dimensions at the center of 
the global development agenda

 Rallied political and financial support globally

− No other international instrument received this level 
of international attention

 Simplicity was a big strength

− Measurable and easy to communicate



MDG Limitations

• To achieve the broadest consensus, the MDGs had 
to compromise

− They omitted some key development issues and 
underlying challenges, e.g., inequality, gender, 
environment were only partially addressed

− Did not prescribe how the goals would be achieved

• The selection of targets and indicators was limited

− based on availability of data

• Outcome orientation of targets was good, but they 
were specified in many different ways: 

− proportional, completion, directional and even simply 
statements of intent



Too soon to judge

2015



Overall the MDGs were effective in Asia Pacific...

 Raised aspirations and helped set local priorities

 Shaped national plans, budgets and could serve as a 
framework to reform domestic policies

 Ring-fenced social expenditure to an extent

 Increased awareness for coordination across 
ministries/levels of government and development 
partners

 Measured outcomes and tracked progress in a 
comparable way - almost all AP countries produced 
National MDG Reports



Effectiveness of the MDGs

 Opened a space for CSOs to engage in structured 
dialogue

− served as a springboard to advocate specific 
agendas 

 Encouraged statistical systems to monitor and 
report  

 Adoption versus Adaptation

− The original intention of the MDGs was for goals to 
be collectively achieved for the world as a whole

− UNMP - every country should adopt goals & targets 

− But countries in AP have adapted the MDGs to 
their specific contexts



VIET: GBV, assets 
titling for women

Lao: UXOs

Adaptation of the MDGs in Asia and the Pacific

Note: Not official map

EXAMPLES

THAI: MDG 
as ‘floor’



MDG Acceleration Framework in the region

Armenia
Bhutan
Cambodia 
Kyrgyz Republic
Indonesia
Lao PDR
Nepal
Philippines
PNG 
Tajikistan
Tonga
Tuvalu and Vanuatu

MDG Acceleration 
Framework (MAF)

MAF 
integration in 
national 
development 
planning

Source: www.undp.org/mdg/acceleration.shtml



Lessons from the MDG experience for post-2015

 The MDGs were articulated as stand-alone: neglected synergies 

across goals

 Compromises limited ambition: E.g., Goal 3 did not address gender 

empowerment and was limited to a few symptoms

 Goal 7 (Environment) did not adequately address new environmental 

challenges

 MDG 8 (Global partnership) was weakly formulated, hard to track 

and only partially monitored

 Demand on official statistical systems were not matched by 

resources resulting in incomplete monitoring

 One size did not fit all – so countries went ahead and customized 

without losing comparability which will be very relevant post-2015
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