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Excellencies, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Dear Colleagues, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Welcome to the World Water Day 2012. I am delighted to be here today at 
this ceremony to mark the observance of World Water Day 2012.  

 
The international observance of World Water Day is an initiative that 

grew out of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro. Water is a source of life and binds all 
of us. Understanding and managing carefully its cycle is vital: we need clean 
water for safe food production.  

 
I have the pleasure now of reading out the message of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban-Ki Moon on this occasion and I quote: 
 
“Over the coming decades, feeding a growing global population and ensuring 

food and nutrition security for all will depend on increasing food production.  This, in 
turn, means ensuring the sustainable use of our most critical finite resource – water. 

 
The theme of this year’s World Water Day is water and food security.  

Agriculture is by far the main user of freshwater.  Unless we increase our capacity to use 
water wisely in agriculture, we will fail to end hunger and we will open the door to a 
range of other ills, including drought, famine and political instability. 

 



We should all be encouraged by the renewed political interest in food security, as 
evidenced by the high priority given to this issue by the agendas of the G8 and G20, the 
emphasis on the nexus of food, water and energy in the report of my Global Sustainability 
Panel, and the growing number of countries pledging to Scale Up Nutrition.   

 
On this World Water Day, I urge all partners to fully use the opportunity 

provided by the Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development.  In Rio, we need to 
connect the dots between water security and food and nutrition security in the context of 
a green economy.  Water will play a central role in creating the future we want.” 
 
Unquote. That concludes the message of the Secretary-General. 
 
Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

ESCAP has just participated in the sixth World Water Forum in Marseille 
on 12-17 March, where the focus was on the need for integrated water resources 
management. ESCAP has organized a session on Economic, Food and Water 
Security in Asia-Pacific, which has created a new Framework for Action on 
Water in Green Growth, as well as another session on Household Water Security.  
ESCAP has also participated in a session on Green Growth, as well as on Water 
and Disasters. 

 
This year’s theme “Water and Food Security” emphasizes that water is 

interconnected with food, and food production and consumption patterns. 
 
With population growth and rapid urbanization, the pressure on water 

resources is intensified, also as national economies grow, diets are also changing, 
and create a need to expand food production.   

 
The Asian and the Pacific region has the highest annual water withdrawal, 

owing to its geographic size, large population and irrigation practices. On 
average, agriculture consumes 78% of total water withdrawals in Asia-Pacific. 
Besides, more than 90% of the impacts of climate change, as in more frequent 
intensive floods, droughts, storms, cyclones etc, are related to water. Rainfall 
variability and more frequent water related disaster is already affecting food 
production across the region.  

 
These challenges and risks, prompted by responses to human needs and 

interventions, consumer patterns and trends, as well as by climate change, are 
affecting the water cycle, posing a new threat to water security and, in particular, 
food security.  

 



Excellencies,  
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

Addressing these challenges and risks require holistic water governance 
which will also address the issues of both mitigation and adaptation to climate 
change. Containing such risks, while at the same time ensuring sustainable 
growth under financial, political, societal constraints, is no easy task and will 
require strong leadership, commitment and cooperation. The drastic changes in 
agriculture and water management styles, technology and innovation, supported 
by investment offer solutions; however, the main policy response to secure 
adequate water for food production will come from a clearly-defined water 
resources management plan, without hindering water for other usage, such as 
households, industrial, and tertiary development, particular with Asia-Pacific 
rapid urbanization.  

 
 There is a need to accelerate exchange of experiences and knowledge 
within the Asia-Pacific region in order to enhance water resource management 
for agriculture. The answers to questions on how to transform, will come from 
successful models and frameworks. Underlying such a framework is an urgent 
need to reinvent water management in agriculture, industries and municipalities, 
as well as to shift from a culture of ‘supply management’ to one of ‘demand 
management’ and getting the ‘basics’ and ‘balance right’. 
 
 It is necessary to develop a regional framework for action on water that 
supports economic, food and water security with local, national and regional 
actions, including intensification of risk management strategies. Such a 
framework will need to be harmonized with national food security policies and 
legal frameworks and will require a regional system for monitoring investment 
and outcomes. 
 

In this regard, institutional roles of stakeholders are crucial. While 
governments are being sensitized and making efforts to set up frameworks for 
improved integrated water management for food security, the role of other 
stakeholders, such as private sector, civil society and citizens is to internalize the 
change of lifestyle and to implement solutions.   

 
Excellencies,  
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
 On behalf of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), I would like to express our sincere appreciation to 
our key partners, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
for Asia and the Pacific (FAO-RAP), as well as to the United States Agency for 



International Development Regional Development Mission for Asia (USAID 
Asia), for jointly organising this year’s celebration.  I would like to express 
special gratitude to Royal Irrigation Department of Thailand, USAID, UN 
agencies and international organizations as well as educational institutions for 
their strong support and active participation in the organization of this annual 
event. 
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Speaking on behalf of the U.S. Government and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, I am honored to join Mr. Shun-ichi Murata, Mr. Hiroyuki Konuma, 
Mr. Phoovanet Thongrungroj - and all of you - in celebrating World Water Day 
2012, focusing on greater awareness of the linkages between water and food 
security.  Thank you to the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific for not only raising awareness worldwide, but facilitating 
the opportunity to further the dialogue on the critical topic of water and food 
security.  
 
U.S. President Obama and Secretary Clinton have highlighted the fact that water 
security is not only an essential component of food security, but also of economic 
and human security.  Water is at the core of development challenges we 
collectively face, in many parts of the world.  
 
o For instance by 2025, water may become a barrier to socioeconomic 
growth for as much as two-thirds of the world’s population.  And the availability 
of water to produce food will affect the poorest most, including the 63% of the 
world’s malnourished who live in Asia – and who buy much of the food they eat.  
 
o Another challenge compounding these problems is climate change.  While 
conditions will vary by geographic region, some areas will get more water, while 
others become drier, and floods and droughts are predicted to become both more 
frequent and severe. 
 
In striving to address these challenges, President Obama recently announced the 
U.S. policy on Global Development, which includes two major initiatives 
directed at food security and climate change:  
 
Through the first initiative, Feed the Future, we are helping to strengthen food 
security by increasing economic growth and incomes through greater 
agricultural productivity.  This approach improves market access for rural 
communities, and also enhances nutrition.  Feed the Future is a $3.5 billion 
worldwide pledge with our partners –united– to tackle global food security 
challenges.  Our collective efforts are advancing stability and prosperity by 
improving the most basic of human conditions: the need that families and 
individuals have for a reliable source of quality food, with sufficient resources to 
grow and/or purchase it. 
 



Through the second initiative, Global Climate Change, we are identifying, and 
helping to address, the ways in which communities are vulnerable to the climate 
variations we are all seeing, and those we expect to see, including changes in 
water availability and food production.  Climate change may decrease 
agricultural productivity in many areas, including parts of South Asia, at a time 
when demand for food is increasing rapidly.  In addition, in a few decades, the 
combined climate impacts of warming and acidification on oceans is projected to 
measurably impact reef fisheries and the 500 million people who rely on these 
resources as their sole source of protein – a critical element in their food security.  
Under our Global Climate Change Initiative, USAID is supporting countries in 
preparing adaptation measures to increase the resilience of ecosystems and 
communities for the future. 
 
Partnerships are essential to progress, and to the future of development 
assistance– both our partnerships in this room, and partnerships with the great 
organizations that aren’t able to be here today.  At USAID, we are committed to 
fostering a wide range of partnerships to help address water and food-security 
needs. Under an ambitious reform effort called USAID FORWARD, we are 
strengthening joint assistance opportunities to work with more local 
organizations and national governments to benefit, jointly, from more ideas and 
innovations, and to build our shared ability for solving global challenges.  United, 
we have greater impact.  
 
I very much appreciate the chance to be with you all today, as we explore these 
issues and opportunities together. I look forward to our continuing efforts to 
learn from each other, and to apply what we learn to bring integrated and 
innovative solutions to water and food-security challenges, to benefit people 
throughout Asia.   
 
THANK YOU 



Welcome address 
for the Opening Ceremony of World Water Day 2012 
by Mr. Phoovanet Thongrungroj  
Chief Engineer (Executive Advisor in Operation and Maintenance),  
Royal Irrigation Department , Thailand 
22 March 2012, UNCC, Bangkok 
..…………………………………………….. 
 
Your Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
On behalf of the Royal Irrigation Department, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives of Thailand, it gives me a great honour to mark the Opening 
Ceremony of World Water Day 2012 held at the United Nations Conference Center 
today. I also thank FAO, the United Nations and other respective agencies for 
making this great event possible. 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
We are here to draw attention on how water can contribute to food security: that 
means there will be sufficient food for feeding everybody now and it should be 
enough for feeding  the growing number of world population which will reach 9 
billions by 2050. 
 
 
The first thing, we need to think about to secure our food production is water. As 
the main organization of the country, which is in charge of water management and 
irrigation activities, the Royal Irrigation Department has considered 3 strategic 
plans to cope with water scarcity and water hazards. They include water resources 
development, water management, and the prevention and mitigation of water 
hazards. To overcome water scarcity, we have now large and medium scale more 
than 800 projects of water resources development which we can secure the 
availability of water and  supply to 4.477 million hectares of the whole irrigated 
area of the Nation. In order to secure enough food for people who live in the 
country ,as one of the leading agriculture country, and major rice exporter as well as 
world kitchen ,we have to increase the storage capacity and irrigation efficiency 
through the expansion of the irrigated area  from 4.477 million hectares to 9.6 
million hectares in the next 5 years to respond the needs of the Nation and the 
world population. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Allow me to say that one of the challenge issue to water management is the impact 
of climate change. As you well know that Thailand has been suffered by the 
massive flood 2011 especially in the central area which is low lying area and the 
climate condition is one of the main reason that caused water related disaster last 
year. According to the damage and loss assessment conducted by World Bank, the 
figure of the major damage and loss for 34 provinces is about 43,380 Million US. 
dollars. This figure covers the damage and loss of our infrastructure, productive 



resources, social components, and environment. Of course with this very high 
figure, it will definitely affect our ability and capacity to produce food to feed our 
people as well as the world population. We have already set up short-term, 
medium-term and long-term plans to fight against the excess of water and the 
shortage of water. In this era, it also challenges us who work in water sector to 
change the way we manage and use water. I could say that the issue of water is no 
longer the national issue but it becomes international issue which plays the 
important role as the global food producer. 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
  Let’s use this significant day under the theme “ Water and Food Security ” to 
increase the awareness of our people and our neighbors on how to manage water in 
a smart way in order to serve the demand of growing consumption, to secure our 
food production and to the climate change challenge. Thank you. 
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by 
 
Hiroyuki Konuma 
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WORLD WATER DAY 2012 CELEBRATION 
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Mr Shunichi Murata, Deputy Executive Secretary, UNESCAP 
Dr Michael Yates, Mission Director, USAID 
Mr Phoovanet Thongrungroj, Chief Engineer, Royal Irrigation Department, 
Distinguished Delegates,  
Honourable Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
It is a great honor for me to welcome you at  the World Water Day 2012 jointly 
organized with the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. I 
am also very pleased that the United States of America have agreed to join us for 
this event. 
 
This year’s event is dedicated to the theme of “water and food security”. FAO 
therefore has the privilege to organize the World Water Day campaign world-
wide and for this region, jointly with ESCAP, on behalf of the 27 UN Agencies and 
programmes that work together under “UN-Water”. The theme of Water and Food 
Security is central to our mandate as a UN Organization. Land and water are the 
two lead inputs for food production. 
 
Until recently, the food availability has been improved and the low food prices 
have helped to improve access to food particularly for the poor. Indeed, the green 
revolution resulted in the production increase of cereals in Asia by 3 times in past 
40 years since 1960th and cereal prices in real term declined by 40 percent during 
the same period, which helped to halve the proportion of extreme hunger in the 
region from 34 percent in 1970 to 17 percent in 2005.   Up to today,  we have 
managed to match rising demand with supply.  On the other hand, our successes 
have been met, in some cases, with excesses of food intake resulted in one billion 
people suffering from overweight and non- communicable diseases (almost equal 
numbers who suffer from hunger), pollution, and wastage of water, energy and 
food.  
 



It appears, however, wake up calls occurred at the time of food price crisis of 
2007-08 clearly indicated that the era of cheep food was over.  With food prices 
continue to increase and stand now twice as high as a decade ago, eradicating 
nearly 600 million people suffering from hunger and under nutrition in the Asia-
Pacific region became more complex and difficult.   
In addition to this existing challenge, the demand for food will rapidly increase in 
the future as  a global population expected to rise above 9 Billion in less than 40 
years ,out of which 5 billion people will be in Asia and the Pacific region. To feed 
the projected world population, food production will have to increase by 60 
percent globally, and by 77 percent in developing countries by the year 2050, 
which has to be achieved from the arable land with a very little potential for 
future expansion and from water which is becoming increasingly scarce.  
 
Rapid urbanization, rising and volatile food prices, climate change impacts, 
frequent natural disasters, trade policies, increased water demand from different 
sectors and energy demand, soaring crude oil prices and the growing use of food 
crops for bio-fuels are some of critical factors complicating our efforts fight against 
hunger. Greater interconnectedness between the water cycle, aquatic ecosystems 
and users is increasing with unchecked mobilization of water resources and 
resulting basin closures makes decision-making increasingly complex.  
 
As indicated in our recent publication on The state of the world’s land and water 
resources for food and agriculture, our planet and our region’s natural resources are 
becoming scarce and their capacity to deliver a set of social, economic and 
environmental services is becoming severely degraded.  Indeed, food and water 
are both identified as critical issues for Rio + 20. 
 
We need to address the overall challenge of human demand outstripping the 
capacity of our natural systems; and we need to find solutions. This is why we are 
joining ESCAP and other partners towards green growth in the region. What is 
clear is that the demand for food is not negotiable. But it is also clear that we will 
not solve the problems of our water resources if we don’t address water for food. 
Agriculture consumes 70 percent of all water use and up to 90% in some countries 
in the region.  Indeed, water holds the key for food security and our life for  today 
and in the future.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I trust that this event today “World Water Day” will be a stepping stone in this 
endeavor.  Water, as available in everywhere, we often forget its importance in 
our daily life. 
 
Let’s remember and reaffirm the importance of water for our food security, life, 
peace, stability and sustainable development. 
Let’s advocate a need to find a  solution to cope with anticipated future water 
shortage, and 
Let’s work together as a partner for our future generations to come. 
 
I wish us all a very fruitful World Water Day 2012 celebration. 
 


