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Why the world needs an urban SDG?  



The world in 1900 

Pop:1.5 billion  Urban share:13%   + Gross World product:~$2 trillion Urban share:~30% 
Sources: UN  (2011), Revi, A, Satterthwaite, D et. al. (2014) ng; De Long (1998) 



4 

The world in 1950 

Sources: UN  (2011), Revi, A, Satterthwaite, D et. al. (2014) ng; De Long (1998) 

Pop:2.5 billion  Urban share:29%  + Gross World product:~$7 trillion Urban share:~45% 
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The world in 2013 

Pop:7 billion  Urban share:50%  + Gross World product:~$70 trillion Urban share:~70% 

Sources: NASA (2012), UN  (2011), Revi, A, Satterthwaite, D et. al. (2014) ng; De Long (1998) 



The world in 2025 

Sources: UN  (2011), Revi, A, Satterthwaite, D et. al. (2014) ng; De Long (1998) 

Pop:8 billion  Urban share:58%  + Gross World product:~$85 trillion Urban share:~75% 



Largest cities in the World (2025) 



Large Urban Centres (2025) with Project Climate (mid-century RCP 2.6 ) 



Large Urban Centres (2025) with Project Climate (mid-century RCP 8.5 ) 



Urbanisation is not just a ‘Megatrend’  
it’s a ‘Gigatrend’ 

 
a millennial transformation of human culture, society, 

economy, polity & planetary systems 



Why the World Needs an SDG on Cities 

1. Given that urbanization is now a global-scale process, a sustainable planet 
depends on how cities grow, function, and respond to stress. 

2. Leaders and citizens of urban areas need to be empowered to mobilize 
sustainable action. 

3. An Urban SDG would motivate public-private partnerships for measurable 
implementation. 

4. An Urban SDG would promote linkages and strengthen other SDGs 



#urbanSDG: Counter arguments 

1. The rural-urban dichotomy 

2. The ‘too many goals’ challenge 

3. The infrastructure opportunity 

4. The ‘localizing’ of universal SDGs 



SDSN Proposal for 10 SDGs (2013) 

1. End extreme poverty including hunger 

2. Achieve development within planetary boundaries 

3. Ensure effective learning for all children and youth for life and livelihood 

4. Achieve gender equality, social inclusion, and human rights for all 

5. Achieve health and wellbeing at all ages 

6. Improve agriculture systems and raise rural prosperity 

7. Empower inclusive, productive, and resilient cities 

8. Curb human-induced climate change and ensure sustainable energy  

9. Secure ecosystem services and biodiversity, and ensure good management of water and 
other natural resources 

10. Transform governance for sustainable development 



Over 200 cities, regional governments, international 
organisations,  

people' movements & universities,  
support an stand alone 

  
Urban Sustainable Development Goal 

 
www.urbanSDG.org 

#urbanSDG 



Partners:  #urbanSDG Campaign 



>170 Cities & regional Governments 



>170 Cities & regional Governments 



>170 Cities & regional Governments 



www.urbansdg.uclg.org 

>170 Cities & regional Governments 



Supporting organisations: #urbanSDG 



Why use 19th century ideas & institutional frames to 
address a 21st century challenge? 



SDSN: Proposed Urban SDG (2015-2030) 

‘’Make all cities socially inclusive, economically productive, 
environmentally sustainable, secure, and resilient to climate 

change and other risks’’ 
 

 

Develop participatory, accountable, and effective city* 
governance to support rapid and equitable urban 

transformation. 
 

*and metropolitan region 



SDSN: Three Proposed Urban SDG Targets 

a. End extreme urban poverty, expand employment and productivity, and raise living standards, 
especially in slums. 

b. Ensure universal access to a well-designed, secure, and affordable built environment and 
basic urban services including housing; water, sanitation and waste management; low-
carbon energy and transport; and mobile and broadband communication.  

c. Ensure safe air and water quality for all, and integrate reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions, efficient land and resource use, and climate and disaster resilience into 
investments and standards. 

 

From these proposed targets, Urban Indicators were developed via the Sustainable Cities Initiative in Accra, 
Bangalore, Durban, Rio de Janeiro & New York 



And after lots of debate… 



… and even more debate what did we get? 



OWG SDGs  
• Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

• Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture 

• Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

• Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for all 

• Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

• Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

• Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all 

• Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all 

• Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation 

• Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries 

• Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

• Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

• Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts* 

• Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 

• Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt 
and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

• Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable 
and inclusive institutions at all levels 

• Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development 



Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable - I  

11.1 by 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services, 

and upgrade slums 

11.2 by 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems for 

all, improving road safety, notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to the 

needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with disabilities and older 

persons 

11.3 by 2030 enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacities for participatory, 

integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management in all countries 

11.4 strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11.5 by 2030 significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of affected people and 

decrease by y% the economic losses relative to GDP caused by disasters, including water-related 

disasters, with the focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations 

11.6 by 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying 

special attention to air quality, municipal and other waste management 

11.7 by 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, 

particularly for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable - II  



What may we be missing? 

1. Too many goals; too many targets and indicators to focus and act on 

2. Rural prosperity and development seems to have disappeared 

3. Linkage between cities; productivity, employment and poverty reduction is 

broken 

4. Infrastructure is tied to industrialisation: what about villages, agriculture, 

services and not all cities are industrial? 

5. Implementation architecture overlapping and confused 

6. How much resources & means of financing still in play 

7. Weak emphasis on legal, regulatory and institutional capacity 

8. Limited dialogue with the primary agents of change 



Conclusion 

1. An urban Sustainable Development Goal is inspiration, aspirational and 
operationalisable 

2. It can bring together multiple sectors, actors and processes in new ways that 
focus on the synergy between opportunities that overcome the many current 
systemic & structural challenges  

3. This will not be easy, will require a re-imagined institutional and financial 
architecture, processes & metrics 

4. It should be more equitable, politically and economically viable, cheaper and 
more efficient that ‘unstructured’ Business-as-Usual 

5. The commitment of member-states, regional & local governments, 
communities, enterprises & the knowledge sector to transform governance 
could make this possible 
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