
Expert Group Meeting to identify synergies 
between the ICPD Programme of Action and the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 
the Asia-Pacific Region

Midpoint Review Process



Background
 6th Asia-Pacific Population Conference took place in September 2013

 Adoption of Asia-Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and 
Development

 Agreement on policy directions and priority actions
 Explicitly aiming to “provide an effective response to population and 

development challenges beyond 2014 and link to the development 
agenda beyond 2015”

 Calls for “a review in 2018 of the progress achieved at the midpoint 
towards the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference” 

 Adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
 Building on the MDGs
 Reaffirms the Programme of Action of ICPD and subsequent reviews
 Refers to ICPD goals in target 5.6; crossover in many other areas



Current situation

 We currently have 2 guiding development frameworks:

 ICPD Programme of Action and reviews (including Asia-Pacific 
Ministerial Declaration)

 SDGs

 How do we make the best use of both frameworks? 

 How does the ICPD Programme of Action/Asia-Pacific Ministerial 
Declaration support SDG implementation?

 Does the ICPD Programme of Action/Asia-Pacific Ministerial 
Declaration add more to the SDGs?

 How should this affect the midpoint review in 2018?



Objectives of the midpoint review

 Identify progress towards commitments undertaken in the 
Asia-Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and 
Development (APMD); obstacles in implementation; 
lessons learned; and good practices

 Raise awareness of new and emerging issues with regards 
to population and development in the Asia-Pacific region

 Develop an agreed framework to link progress on 
population and development in line with the APMD to 
progress in the three dimensions of sustainable 
development in Asia and the Pacific



Considerations for the review

 Other ongoing processes, including:
 Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development and its roadmap;

 Outcomes of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing+15

 Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration;

 Mid-point review of the outcome of the 2015 Intergovernmental 
Meeting on HIV/AIDs

 Introduction of new review processes, including voluntary 
national reviews 



Proposal for mid-point review process –
national reports
 Preparation by countries of a voluntary national report

 Results achieved towards ICPD/APMD commitments

 Focus on new/revised policies/strategies/action plans/programmes/institutional 
arrangements

 Political commitment/financing for ICPD/APMD 

 Analytical update on achievements and challenges related to implementation of the 
APMD, with comprehensive coverage of all sections of the APMD. Technical 
guidance could emphasize specific aspects of the APMD as priority. 

 Highlighting principles articulated in the preamble

 Indicators and targets that will be used to monitor progress

 For countries that will undertake the Voluntary National Report for the HLPF in 
2018 and 2019, the format could be revised so that the APPC reporting is an input to 
the HLPF reporting



Proposal for the mid-point review -
Regional analysis

 Demographic transition in Asia Pacific
 Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights – access 

for those furthest behind, including in the context of 
Universal Health Care

 Human rights of women and girls
 Young people’s need and rights
 Climate change, natural disasters and SRH/RR



Proposal for the mid-point review –
intergovernmental meeting and outcome

 Intergovernmental review meeting to be held
 Aiming for a chair’s summary report, noting 

progress, emerging challenges, and relationship 
between APMD and 2030 Agenda

 Feeding in to 2019 Commission on Population and 
Development theme: “Review and appraisal of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference 
on Population and Development and its contribution 
to the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development”



Timeline

 First expert group meeting – 5-6 July 2017
 Preparation of guidance for VNRs – august-

October 2017
 VNRs undertaken – November 2017-April 2018
 Regional preparatory expert group meeting –

May/June 2018
 Intergovernmental review meeting –

(tentatively) September 2018



Questions

 Does this plan seem realistic/appropriate?
 What kind of guidance and support can be provided 

to voluntary national reviews to ensure they are 
 Inclusive
 Focused
Achievable

 Are there additional specific themes that should be 
addressed?

 Any other comments?



Thank you!


