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Agenda item 4: Information sharing mechanism: Outcome of the PRESS assessment 
 
Outcome of the assessment of PRESS 
Summary by the secretariat 
 
In general, the recommendations in the assessment report were well received by partners 
as well as PARIS21, the administrator of the PRESS exercise. 
 
Partners supported the recommendations to- 
 

 Keep the online questionnaire open year-round for updating information. 
 

PARIS21 also agreed to keep the online questionnaire open year-round. 
Reporting will be closed only from late July until October for generating the 
tables and report. 
 

 Make the continuously updated information on projects accessible by all partners, 
year-round through a database that allows searching by project, partner, statistical 
area or other key words. 

 
Implementation of this recommendation would require considerable resources on 
PARIS21’s part. For now, PARIS21 proposes to rather publish to the website an 
updated set of PRESS data in the usual Excel pivot table in December and March 
of every year. 

 
 Make the directory of project contact persons and project documents available to 

all partners 
 

PARIS21 agreed to make available to partners a directory of project contact 
persons and links to project documents that have been entered into the database. 

 
On the other hand, one or more partners opposed to the recommendations to- 
 

 Make the subcategories mandatory for reporting statistical activities 
 Collect information on recipient countries even if they are tentative/expected and 

make them available to partners 
 

The assessment considered the official UNECE classification of statistical activities 
in the context of emerging and diversified statistical areas. It is recommended by the 
assessment report that provision be made in the questionnaire to comment on existing 
statistical areas or to suggest new statistical areas. A few partners expressed concern 
that a revision of classification of statistical areas should only be done in cooperation 
with UNECE as part of a global re-classification overview. 


