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 Specific measures for agricultural and rural 

reforms since 1986: 

◦ replacement of cooperatives by households as basic 

decision-making unit in production (freedom in 

making decision); 

◦ security of land tenure for farmers (property rights); 

◦ Reduction of domestic trade barriers + proactive 

international economic integration (market access); 

◦ Fostering linkages between industry (processing 

sector) with agriculture (upgrading value-added) 

 



 Fishery products are among the key export 

commodities in the past decades; 

◦ Rapid export growth of fishery products is 

accompanied by emerging concern of ensuring 

export quality; 

◦ Various regulations aim to ensure quality of 

exports. 

 However, increasing non-tariff barriers 
(import/exporting requirements, packaging, 
labelling, traceability, sanitary and 
phytosanitary,…) 



 Desk review from available sources: WITS, 
ERIA-UNCTAD, General Statistics Office, 
Customs Office of Vietnam 

 In-depth interview with key stakeholders: 
VASEP, MARD, MOIT, Customs Office, SPS 
Office, TBT Office, firms,… 

 Questionnaire survey 



 Domestic capacity: 

◦ Average growth of 6.2% 

of output (2000-2016) 

◦ Increasing cultivation 

(15%) thanks to Govt. 

development strategy 

◦ Over 2,000 enterprises, 

200 cooperatives and 

nearly 800,000 HHs, 

about 1,500 thousand 

laborers. 

 

Figure 1: Fishery’s output (million tons) 

Source: GSO 



 Growth rate of Agriculture – Forestry - Fishery 

 

 

Av. 2001-

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Overall GDP growth 7.25 5.89 5.03 5.42 5.98 6.68 6.21 

Agriculture-Forestry-

Fishery 3.52 4.00 2.72 2.67 3.49 2.41 1.36 

Agriculture 3.00 3.68 2.32 2.21 2.60 2.03 0.72 

Forestry 1.49 4.96 5.83 5.78 6.85 7.69 6.11 

Fishery 7.62 5.46 4.16 3.98 6.53 2.80 2.80 

Industry-Construction 9.10 5.53 4.52 5.43 7.14 9.64 7.57 

Services 7.33 6.99 6.42 6.56 5.96 6.33 6.98 

- Agriculture: from around 20% (2010) to 18% (2016) 
- Fishery: around 4%, enjoyed high growth rate, except for 2015-2016 



 Key policy framework 
◦ Law on Fishery 

◦ Master Plan on the development of fishery sector to 
2020 and orientation to 2030: total output of 7 
million tons, export value of USD 11 billion, growth 
rate of 7%-8%,… 

◦ Decrees, Decisions, Circulars,.. 

◦ Other supporting policies: taxes, credit, extension 
services, supporting in case of damaged by natural 
disaster.   



 By 2016, total exports value reached USD 7.05 billion, a growth rate of 
7.4% as compared to 2015, 22.3% of the export value of agriculture, 
forestry and fishery and 4.1% of the total export value of the country. 

 fell sharply in 2015, at -16.1%, due to (i) an increase in competition 
pressure with Indonesia, India, Thailand; (ii) a drop of average import 
prices, and (iii) slow-down of import demand in major markets in 2015. 

Figure 2. Fishery export, 2005-2016 

Source: Customs Office of Vietnam 



 Key exporters: European, Japan, United States. 

 Vietnam’s exports of fishery products are quite concentrated. The two 
largest product category covers frozen fish fillet and shrimps/prawns. 

 Top 5 largest export products accounts for about 90% of total export.  

Figure 3. Major export market, 2008-2015 

Source: WITS 



 Increasing import of fishery since 2010,  

 In 2016, import attained USD 1.1 billion, 12% of the total import of AFF 

 Key import products: Frozen shrimp, Lobsters and other shrimp, black-tiger and white 
shrimp, Frozen crab and other crabs, Fresh/frozen sea fish. 

 Major import market: India, Indonesia and Taiwan (fishery inputs), Norway and Japan 
(salmon and tuna, for domestic consumption 

 

Figure 4. Fishery import, 2010-2016 



 Increasing of non-tariff measures, including technical barriers 
to trade (TBT) and sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS) 

◦ SPS and TBT: 75% of most popular NTMs in Vietnam 

◦ By products: agro-food sector has experienced the most non-
tariff measures, more than 10 NTMs, or even at least 20 NTMs 
(ERIA-UNCTAD database) 

◦ Stringent SPS measures by advanced market such as Japan, EU, 
USA: excess of standard value of a certain antibiotics, appearance 
of prohibited antibiotics, bacterial contamination, hygienic 
condition/control, labeling, veterinary drugs residues, additive 
and heavy metal  

◦ For the first nine month of 2015, warnings for 27 shipments to 
export to EU market have been received due to antibiotic 
contamination 

◦ Reason for import rejection (Table 5) 

 



  US 

(2002-2010) 

EU 

(2002-2010) 

Japan 

(2006-2010) 

Mycotoxins - 0 7 

Additives 120 33 32 

Bacterial contamination 961 127 145 

Veterinary drugs residues  170 172 297 

Pesticide residues 0 4 50 

Other contaminants 209 24 1 

Heavy metals 0 61 0 

Adulteration/missing documentation 103 7 0 

Hygienic condition/controls 981 20 23 

Other microbiological contaminants   - 26 0 

Labeling 349 2 0 

Packing 0 2 2 

Others 21 6 6 

Table 5: Reasons for import rejections in major markets 



 Increasing of trade remedies: anti-dumping 
actions, countervailing measures, safeguard. 

 Unstable sources of inputs, unstable quality, higher 
cost of production; 

 Strong competition from similar producers with 
higher productivity 

 Rules of origin 

 Higher requirements of labor and environment 
standards. 



 In sufficient logistic services: high cost, 
uncompetitive with neighboring countries, 
inadequate infrastructure, services at sea-ports, 
storage facilities, cold chain. 

 Administrative procedures by local agencies: poor 
coordination and connection among relevant 
agencies (MARD, MOIT, tax authorities,…); 
inconsistency in enforcement (discretionary of 
relevant authorities); frozen rate of fillet catfish, 
granting of conformity certificates;   



 Total of 40 responses, 95% 
domestic private firms, 5% SOEs. 

 Understanding of FTA/BIT and 
related issues: 

◦ 55%: fair knowledge; only 12.5% 
know quite well  

◦ Assessment of information 
provision: 50% poor, 7.5% good 

◦ Knowledge about tariff reduction 
and preferential treatment for FDI 

◦ Dependence on imported inputs: 
40% no dependence, 15% and 30% 
complete and significantly 
dependence 

◦ Perceived competition from FDI in 
the same sector: 26% tough 
competition 

◦ Competition from imported 
products in the same sector: 27.5% 
very tough 



 Understandings about policy supports at the sectoral level: 15% 
quite well, 30% mostly known, 15% adequate known, 40% limited 
understanding. 

 





 Outlook and recommendations:  
◦ Comparison of opportunities and challenges: 20% more 

challenges than opportunities, 55% equal, 25% more 
opportunities than challenges 

◦ Increasing need on consultation with firms, information 
provision, establishing single agency to support firms 
during economic integration process 

◦ Importance of avoiding further liberalization of market 
access, esp. processors 

◦ Avoid early liberalization compared with commitments 

◦ The need to develop sophisticated barriers to protect 
domestic firms 



 Importance of fishery sector 

 Opportunities for fishery, however, increasing 

barriers, the faster liberalization of sector, the 

more challenges to the firms. 

 AEC Blue Print: reduction of NTMs, fishery as one of 

priority sectors for integration  the need for 

improving regulatory convergence 

 Limitations of the study: small sample size of firm 

survey, could hardly apply econometric analysis, 



Thank you very much! 


