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The key objectives of the programme were to establish a national Geo-portal for disaster risk 

management for effective use of integrated space-related information and socio-economic data and 

to raise the capacity of Fiji government officials to make use of data and models of geospatial data 

management.  

 

Organisation of the workshop 

Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD) of the 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), in 

collaboration with the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) of Fiji, the National Disaster 

Management Institute (NDMI) of Korea, and the Applied Geoscience and Technology Division 

(SOPAC) of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) organized the “Capacity Building 

Training on Establishment of Geo-DRM and Geospatial Data Management for Disaster Risk 

Reduction in Fiji,” in Suva, Fiji from 3 to 7 March 2014.  

 

The training was attended by 40 representatives from the Ministry of Rural and Maritime 

Development and National Disaster Management, and other entities such as National Disaster 

Management Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International Co-operation, Ministry of 

Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Lands & Mineral Resources, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Ministry of Defense, etc. The workshop was also attended by 2 representatives of National Disaster 

Management Institute (NDMI) Seoul, Korea, and by the Korean Ambassador to Fiji, Embassy of 

the Republic of Korea. Two representatives of SPC Applied Geoscience and Technology Division 

(SOPAC) also participated. 

 

Participants were welcomed by opening speech of the Minister for Rural and Maritime 

Development and National Disaster Management, the Director of National Disaster Management 

Office, the Korean Ambassador to Fiji and the Director of EPO, ESCAP.  

 

ESCAP delivered the presentation on key objectives and outcomes of the training, introduction of 

ESCAP, activities of information and communication technology for disaster risk reduction division 

(IDD), and the past cooperation between ESCAP and Fiji in the Geo-portal for disaster risk 

management (Geo-DRM) and the application of geospatial information system (GIS) for disaster 

risk reduction.   

 



 

 
 

The Government of Fiji presented status and challenges for application of space technology and 

GIS for disaster risk reduction in Fiji. 

 

Summary of key activities of the training 

Representative of National Disaster Management Institute of Korea introduced remote sensing and 

geospatial data acquisition, more specifically, its types and features, principle of satellite imagery 

analysis, application of remote sensing data for DRM. Thereafter, he presented the concept of 

geospatial data and the needs for disaster risk reduction and sustainable development, types and 

characteristics of different geospatial data set, establishing process of geospatial information system 

and platform. 

 

An expert from ESCAP provided information on concept and frameworks of Geo-portal for DRM, 

configuration and architecture for open-source software for Geo-portal for DRM, process for 

installing open-sourced Geo-portal for DRM. Subsequently, he conducted an exercise on the 

establishment of a Geo-portal for DRM, more precisely, on Geo DRM server setup, module 

description, thematic mapping, data upload, map making and printing, on-line interface with key 

stakeholders and line agencies, and organizational set-up for managing geo-referenced system and 

platform.  

 

The objective of such exercise was to enhance 30 Fiji participants’ knowledge and the capacity on 

Geo-DRM and effective use of geospatial data. Representative from National Disaster Management 

Institute of Korea continued presenting applications for DRM Management and Sustainable 

Development by providing examples of open-sourced GIS software, information on potential 

application of diverse geospatial dataset for DRM and sustainable development, and basic 

understanding on acquisition, processing, distribution and application of geospatial data and 

products. He led an exercise for acquisition of geospatial images and data, processing of geospatial 

images and data, distribution of geospatial images and data.  

 

Evaluation and Future Works 

Participants of the training had a discussion on promoting the utilization and integration of Geo-

portal and geospatial data with other Ministries of the Fiji Government. They highlighted other sub-

regional in-depth training opportunities in the future. The Minister of Rural and Maritime 

Development and National Disaster Management expressed the appreciation for IDD support to the 

establishment of a Geo-DRM and capacity building on geospatial data management. Participants 



 

 
 

also expressed their willingness to apply acquired knowledge to their office work. SOPAC 

expressed its strong willingness to work with ESCAP in the area of Geo-DRM and the application 

of space technology and GIS. It also agreed to exchange information on activity plans and mutual 

participation in the respective programme. To conclude the workshop and thank the participants, 

ESCAP and NPDRR provided closing remarks during the final session.  


