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SIDE EVENT 

“Empowering scientists in the Asia-Pacific region to support the SDGs” 

 

Venue: Meeting Room H, 1st floor UNCC 

Date:   Thursday, 29 March 2018 

Time:  13:00-14:00 

Organizers:  The InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) – the global network of 135 science, engineering and 

medical academies 

The Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia (AASSA) – the regional network of 34 

scientific and technological academies and science societies in Asia and Australasia 

Background 

At the heart of Agenda 2030 is inclusion and leaving no-one behind.  The SDGs were shaped following the largest 

consultation programme in UN history, drawing on a series of “global conversations”:  the goals are owned by 

citizens of the world.   Their implementation will require the best minds, resources and innovations from all 

sectors and with all parts of society embracing them.   

This side event will explore how the global science community is endeavouring to play its part and engage with 

the SDGs, through the lens of national merit-based academies of science in the region.  Participants will hear 

regional and national academy perspectives, as well as some of the challenges faced by regional policymakers 

in formulating regional implementation plans for the SDGs.  The session will discuss how the science-policy 

interface might be strengthened in the region through interactive discussion between the panelists and wider 

participants.  

This side event is pertinent to all SDGs, most particularly SDG-17 because it will focus on strong and effective 

partnership and on good governance.  It will also be pertinent to (1) UNESCAP’s session on regional road 

mapping (29 March 14-15.30) and on partnerships (29 March 15.30-17); and (2) the UNU and UNESCAP’s new 

Guidelines for Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships for SDG Implementation (29 March, eve).  

Scope 

The session will be moderated by Professor Norichika Kanie, IAP Working Group member for “Improving 

Scientific Input to Global Policymaking”, who will briefly introduce the session and 4-5 panelists.  Each panelist 

will give a 6-8 min presentation and then participate in a moderated panel discussion, with input from the 

audience. 

http://www.interacademies.org/
http://aassa.asia/
http://www.interacademies.org/36061.aspx
http://www.interacademies.org/36061.aspx
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Professor Kanie will introduce the InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) project, Improving Scientific Input to Global 

Policymaking, which is raising the profile of the SDGs and exploring ways the academies (senior and young) can 

support them at national, regional and global levels.   He will also mention how the Future Earth programme, 

involving national academies and other scientific organizations, is engaging scientists in the region through 

capacity building and training resources on wide-ranging sustainability agendas. 

Professor Khairul Anuar bin Abdullah, Vice-President of AASSA and member of the Academy of Sciences 

Malaysia will give a short account of the regional network of academies’ efforts to help inform wide-ranging 

public policy issues that are pertinent to the SDGs, and how the network could work together in a more 

concerted, integrated way in future.  

Professor Orakanoke Phanraksa, Past Co-Chair of the Global Young Academy, will offer a young academies’ 

perspective in the region, following the GYA/Young Academies’ statement on the role of young academies in 

supporting the SDGs (October 2017).  

Professor Thumrongrat Mungcharoen (Thai Academy of S&T Foundation, TAST) will briefly account for some 

of the initiatives of TAST to help mobilise its membership and challenges in engaging with national policymakers.  

Professor Lawrence Surendra (The Sustainability Platform, India) will share the experiences and impacts 

of The Sustainability Platform as a model for leadership by the academic community, as well as how to 

position the role of universities in partnerships for the SDGs.  

Dr Stefanos Fotiou (Environment and Development Director, ESCAP) will give a “user perspective” - a 

short account of some of the challenges UNESCAP faces in accounting for the regional implementation of 

the SDGs, and the opportunities for scientists in the region and across its Member States to support this 

process. 

The heart of the side event will be on fostering strong and effective partnerships between academics in the 

region and between academics and policymakers. 

Key Questions 

 How can scientists/academics better play their part in supporting the implementation of the SDGs 

in the Asia-Pacific region? 

 How can the science-policy interface be strengthened at national and regional levels? 

 Where can science/academia help plug gaps in knowledge (the “evidence base”) for the regional 

implementation of the SDGs, including supporting follow-up and review of the SDGs, and 

monitoring processes? 

 How can partnerships between policymakers and academia best support the implementation of 

the regional road map and 2030 agenda in the Asia-Pacific? 

Panelists/discussants 

Professor Norichika Kanie, IAP Working Group member for “Improving Scientific Input to Global Policymaking” 

Professor Khairul Anuar bin Abdullah, Vice-President of AASSA and member of the Academy of Sciences 

Malaysia  

Professor Orakanoke Phanraksa, Past Co-Chair of the Global Young Academy  

http://www.interacademies.org/36061.aspx
http://www.interacademies.org/36061.aspx
https://globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Statement-RoleYoungAcademies-SDGs-Oct2017.pdf
https://globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Statement-RoleYoungAcademies-SDGs-Oct2017.pdf
http://www.interacademies.org/36061.aspx
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Professor Thumrongrat Mungcharoen, member of the Thai Academy of S&T Foundation, TAST  

Professor Lawrence Surendra, Chairman of The Sustainability Platform, India 

Dr Stefanos Fotiou, Environment and Development Director, ESCAP 

Moderator 

Professor Norichika Kanie, IAP Working Group member for “Improving Scientific Input to Global Policymaking” 

Proposed Programme 

 Short introductory presentations followed by moderated discussion.                     

For more details and information contact:  

Dr Tracey Elliott, IAP Project Director telliott@iapartnership.org 

 

 

http://www.interacademies.org/36061.aspx
mailto:telliott@iapartnership.org

