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70/2. Disaster-related statistics in Asia and the Pacific
The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific,

Reaffirming the outcome document of the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”, in particular the
decisions related to disaster risk reduction and the role of the regional
commissions in supporting member States and the development agenda,’

Recalling General Assembly resolution 67/209 on the International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction, in which the Assembly requested the regional
commissions, within their mandates, to support the efforts of Member States to
achieve disaster risk reduction as part of the implementation of the Hyogo
Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and
Communities to Disasters,

Also recalling General Assembly resolution 68/211 on the International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction, in which the Assembly: (a) encouraged the
further implementation of all priorities for action of the Hyogo Framework for
Action, including the establishment of reliable disaster statistics; (b) set out the
objectives of the Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction, to be held in Sendai, Japan, from 14 to 18 March 2015, among
which was the completion of the assessment and review of the implementation
of the Hyogo Framework for Action; and (c) requested the organizations of the
United Nations system to actively contribute to the preparatory process and to
the Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction itself,

Recalling its resolutions 64/2 on regional cooperation in the
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the
Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters in Asia and the Pacific,
67/11 on strengthening statistical capacity in Asia and the Pacific, and 69/12 on
enhancing regional cooperation for building resilience to disasters in Asia and
the Pacific,

1 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex.

2 AJCONF.206/6 and Corr.1, chap. 1, resolution 2.
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Stressing the importance of disaggregated data related to disasters in
enabling a comprehensive assessment of the socioeconomic effects of disasters
and strengthening evidence-based policymaking at all levels for disaster risk
reduction and climate change adaptation,

Taking note with appreciation of the efforts of the secretariat, in
coordination with other entities of the United Nations system, to promote
disaster-related statistics in Asia and the Pacific,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Disaster Risk
Reduction on its third session,® in particular the recommendation that the
secretariat work towards monitoring more effectively the resilience of member
States to disasters, including through the development of a core set of disaster-
related statistics in close coordination with the Committee on Statistics,

1. Invites members and associate members, in collaboration with
United Nations bodies and specialized agencies, donors, and international and
regional organizations as appropriate, to build and assess their resilience to and
capacity to deal with disasters through, among other measures, the
improvement of disaster-related statistics,

2. Decides to establish an expert group comprising statisticians
and disaster risk reduction experts to work towards developing a basic range of
disaster-related statistics to be approved by the Commission,

3. Also decides that the expert group shall report on the progress
made in developing a basic range of disaster-related statistics to the Committee
on Statistics in 2014 and the Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction in 2015,

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to support the work of the
expert group, including by soliciting nominations from Governments, and
convening and servicing the meetings of the expert group,

5. Also requests the Executive Secretary to inform the Third
United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction of the work
initiated by ESCAP towards developing a basic range of disaster-related

statistics,

6. Further requests the Executive Secretary to report to the
Commission at its seventy-second session on the implementation of the present
resolution.

Second plenary meeting
23 May 2014
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