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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to this 16th meeting of the Advisory 

Council for the ESCAP Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Tsunami, Disaster and 

Climate Preparedness.  

A special welcome to the Council members for this term: Germany and 

Thailand, along with India and Japan that became full members at the last 

meeting in 2015. I would also like to welcome all the Observers. We look 

forward to guidance and full involvement from all those joining us today. 

Since its inception in 2005, thanks to visionary leadership of the founding 

partners Thailand and Sweden, the Trust Fund has served as a highly 

effective vehicle for building resilience to natural disasters in our region. The 

Trust Fund has supported initiatives promoting South-South and regional 

cooperation, strengthening capacities and facilitating the sharing of data, 

tools and expertise.    

After a decade of achievement and since the last meeting, a review of the 

Trust Fund was undertaken by an independent evaluator. The review 

highlighted the added-value of the Trust Fund and made concrete 
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recommendations for the next phase of the strategy 2017-2020. These 

findings will be presented to us today so that we can jointly develop the 

future vision and direction of the Trust Fund and our collective work on 

tsunami, disaster and climate preparedness. 

We will also hear about many of the initiatives the Trust Fund has supported, 

the impacts they have had and how they continue to promote Tsunami, 

disaster and climate preparedness after the end of investments from the Trust 

Fund.  

We will see how the Trust Fund has made a difference across the region:  

• At the national level, the Trust Fund helped establish seismic and sea-

level stations in Viet Nam, the Philippines and Myanmar, strengthen 

severe weather forecasting capacity in Cambodia and Timor-Leste, 

link remote islands to the national early warning system in the 

Maldives, and raise awareness of the Makran tsunami risk in Pakistan 

and Iran. 

• At the regional level the Trust Fund contributed actively to the 

establishment of the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation 

System (IOTWS), which became operational in 2011 and helped 

develop and test tsunami standard operating procedures. 

• It also helped establish the Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early 

Warning System for Africa and Asia (RIMES), which has grown into a 

successful provider of cost-effective warning products and services, 

fully owned by its member States.  These are just a few of the many 

positive outcomes achieved by the Trust Fund and its partners.  
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For this 16th Council Meeting, we have another exciting portfolio of new 

projects to consider for future investment by the Trust Fund. We believe 

these three projects will set us on the path of our new strategy 2017-2020, 

and serve to mobilise additional contributions.  

As you will see, these initiatives selected are diverse in their technical and 

geographic scope, reinforcing the message that the Trust Fund is a regional 

instrument that promotes advances in the field of multi-hazard people-centred 

end-to-end early warning, encourages innovation and the use of new 

technologies, and strengthens cooperation and collaboration in the Asia-

Pacific region. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Secretariat for all the work in helping us 

come to this meeting well prepared. The renewed team is committed to 

continue to play its role as an active secretariat. They have been called upon 

to support  programmatic aspects of the Trust Fund, help partners with 

project development, act as the bridge to  ESCAP’s wide ranging expertise in 

DRR in support of the Trust Fund and its projects, and be an active advocate 

on tsunami, disaster and climate preparedness.  

Moving forward, it will have a key role in developing and implementing the 

new 2017-2020 strategy and resource mobilisation to pursue the valuable 

work undertaken by this multi-donor Trust Fund.  

To close my opening remarks, I wish to take this opportunity to thank all of 

you for your strong support. Without you, these many positive outcomes 

would not have been achieved.  

 



 4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 5

Closing Remarks by the Chair, 

Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCAP 

 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,  

Since the previous Advisory Council meeting in September 2015, the ESCAP 

secretariat has been working hard to increase awareness of the Trust Fund’s 

strong track record among member States as well as other potential donors 

and partners. These efforts are bearing fruit; as was illustrated by the 

examples of sustainability. Last year we had reported the generous 

contributions of the Government of India of US$1 million and Japan US$ 

350,000 made available for further allocation. No new financial contributions 

have been made in 2016. However, the Government of Germany’s has 

generously complemented their funding with the provision of secretariat-

dedicated Associate Expert, Ms. Ingrid Dispert.  

Despite the progress made over the past 10 years, additional support is very 

much needed.  As you’ve heard, mobilizing additional resources is essential 

in both the short and medium term. Securing regular and predictable funding 

is a priority. In 2017, this is particular important for the second phase of the 

RIMES initiative and to further support regional cooperation in the Makran 

Subduction Zone with IOC/UNESCO. 

ESCAP continues to receive requests for support in strengthening warning 

systems, particularly from countries experiencing high risk and limited 

domestic capacity.  This is illustrated by the high number of grant requests 

(124) received this year. The unmet needs and gaps are particularly clear at 

the local level, at the “last mile” of the early warning system.  
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The role of early warning systems in building resilience and thus mitigating 

the impact of disasters is clearly recognized in the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, whose seventh global target focuses on 

early warning. The Trust Fund should be seen as a tool contributing to the 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The continued need for the Trust Fund has also been expressed on numerous 

occasions by the ESCAP member States.  In the resolution adopted at the 71th 

session of ESCAP in May 2015, member States recognized that the Trust 

Fund had significantly contributed to regional multi-hazard risk reduction 

and early warning and invited member States to consider providing financial 

contributions to the Trust Fund.  

In the spirit of the United Nations delivering as one, I am pleased with how 

the Trust Fund serves as a platform for coordination.  In particular, I would 

like to thank UNISDR, IOC-UNESCO and UNDP for being technical 

advisors to, and ambassadors for the Trust Fund.  Allow me to also express 

thanks to UNOCHA and UNEP represented here today. This active 

involvement by experts drawn from agencies across the UN family is part of 

what makes the Trust Fund so unique.  

In closing, I would like to thank the existing donors to the Trust Fund for 

their leadership and support.  We would warmly welcome a renewal of your 

financial contributions.  With the help of your continued support, we will 

persist in our efforts to further strengthen the Trust Fund, based on the 

strategic direction set by the Advisory Council.  

Thank you. 


