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Concept Note 

Regional Training Workshop on Human Settlement Indicators (ESCAP and UN-Habitat)  

Bangkok, Thailand, 26 – 29 March 2018 

 

Introduction  

Home to more than 2 billion people or nearly half of total population in the Asia-Pacific region, 

cities are critical for achieving sustainable and inclusive development. The 2030 Agenda and its 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) underscores the importance of monitoring systems with 

clear indicators, baseline data, targets and goals to support a city’s vision and a long-term plan for 

development. A well-functioning monitoring system can track progress periodically and identify 

bottlenecks to support the formulation of informed policies as well as evaluate policy outcomes 

and impact. 

 

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) – through its Global Urban 

Observatory (GUA) - has been leading the coordination of the statistical work on tools 

development, data collection and monitoring of the Human Settlements Indicators of the SDGs 

and other global agendas especially the New Urban Agenda (NUA). Currently, UN-Habitat - in 

collaboration with other agencies – focuses on responding efficiently and effectively to the 

challenges faced in the monitoring and reporting of the NUA and SDGs. This entails working to 

improve the capacity of countries and cities to access relevant information, setting global standards 

in the design, analysis and collection of urban data, and support the translation of data/information 

into policy formulation tools. Specifically, UN-Habitat is leading the methodological 

developments of the urban related indicators and targets that will be used by the international 

development community to monitor global progress towards implementation of the NUA and the 

SDG 11 and other urban-related SDGs, and to monitor and evaluate global urban conditions and 

trends.  

 

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) promotes regional 

cooperation for inclusive and sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific. It supports member 

States by providing sound evidence-based strategic analysis, policy options and capacity 

development to implement innovative solutions for development that are inclusive, equitable, 

sustainable and resilient. ESCAP provides capacity development support to member States to 

strengthen national statistical systems to produce and disseminate economic, environmental, 

disaster, gender, disability, population and social statistics; improve knowledge and skills of 

government officials and statisticians to produce, process, analyze and manage quality data and 

statistics in support of measuring progress towards sustainable and inclusive development goals. 
 

ESCAP and UN-Habitat are thus organizing a regional workshop supporting the design of 

monitoring tools to improve the availability of and access to data and statistics for cities and urban 

areas at the national level for the formulation of evidence-based policies. Strengthening regional 

and national statistical systems to monitor and report Goal 11 indicators, with information that is 
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systematically disaggregated at city and sub-city level will help ensure that no one is left behind. 

The training will largely focus on and contribute to the reinforcement of UN-Habitat tools (CPI 

spatial analysis, National Sample of Cities), consequently contributing to reinforcing local, 

national, regional and global monitoring of the SDGs. 

 

This workshop is a follow-up of the first technical meeting on human settlements indicators for 

SDGs held in Naivasha, Kenya in February 2017 organized by UN-Habitat that assessed gaps in 

the production of human settlement indicators, discussed the methodological issues, capacity 

development strategies and partnerships arrangements for delivering on all SDGs human 

settlements indicators requirements. This workshop comes after several global consultations on 

the development and refinements of the tools and guidelines for monitoring human settlements 

indicators. Based on the guidelines produced by the first technical meeting, the present regional 

training workshop will bring together staff of national statistical offices and city departments, 

including where possible local observatories and local service providers with the aim of 

strengthening their capacity on the collection, analysis and reporting on a selected number of 

human settlements indicators in several countries and cities and focusing particularly on urban 

SDGs indicators.   

 

The Workshop Objectives/Focus 

The training workshop will bring together staff of national statistical offices and city authorities in 

selected countries, including where possible those from local urban observatories with the aims of 

strengthening their capacity on the collection, analysis and reporting on human settlements 

indicators, and focusing on urban SDGs indicators and corresponding levels of data 

disaggregation. The workshop will integrate spatial analysis techniques, and particularly those 

developed by the City Prosperity Initiative (CPI) and other proposed methods and approaches. 

Additionally, training modules on key indicators have been developed and will be share during the 

workshop. 

 

The main objective of this regional workshop is to build the capacity of national statistical officers, 

ministry officials, city level decision-makers, urban experts and practitioners in urban data 

management, analysis, interpretation and use for decision-making at local and national levels, 

using these tools and materials. Specifically, this workshop will: 

 

1. Conduct an assessment of local and national capacities to collect, analyze and disseminate 

information including the availability of information using the City Prosperity Index as a 

monitoring framework with the integration of Goal 11 indicators and other urban SDGs 

indicators. 

2. Assess the supporting political, legal and institutional framework governing the production, 

dissemination and use of the information collected by the CPI monitoring framework. 
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3. Increase understanding of the data requirements and finalize the proposed methodology on 

Goal 11 spatial indicators, their disaggregation and dissemination consequently finalizing the 

guidelines and data collection methods, tools and disaggregation techniques. 

 

Furthermore, the workshop several cross-over sessions with the Fifth Asia-Pacific Forum on 

Sustainable Development (APFSD): Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies. 

APFSD is an inclusive regional intergovernmental forum which also serves as a regional 

preparatory event for the upcoming high-level political forum on sustainable development to be 

held in New York in July 2018. Among other objectives, the forum will review in depth the cluster 

of Sustainable Development Goals to be discussed at the high-level political forum including Goal 

11 (sustainable cities and communities), as well as the interlinkages within the cluster and with 

other Goals.1  

 

The Workshop Participants 

The workshops will involve attendees and participants from the national statistical offices, 

representatives of development partners, civil society, academia, local governments, and private 

sector experts working in the field of human settlements, city/urban specialists and authorities, 

related ministry officials, as well as experts from areas of interest. This will constitute a good mix 

of participants who are at a better position to understand the challenges and issues involved in the 

collection and monitoring of human settlements data.   

 

The Workshop Structure and Organization 

This 4-day workshop will consist of seven main sessions divided into plenary sessions, group 

discussions and group exercises. In addition, the participants will attend abovementioned three 

cross-over sessions of the APFSD. This will ensure maximum participation and involvements of 

the participants of the workshops; with a focus on prioritizing and enhancing understanding of the 

importance of collection of SDG 11 and methods of reporting on indicators analysis of the resulting 

urban information.  

 

1. The first session will set the stage for the workshop and provide an overview of the assessment 

of existing data collection methods for SDG11.  

2. The second session will highlight the national experiences in the SDG data collection 

processes. It is envisioned that various national statistical agencies will share their experiences 

and challenges in the collection of SDG data. This will involve showcasing their experiences 

in data collection, statistical challenges involved in obtaining the necessary data for the global 

agenda. 

3. The third session will examine the ongoing work on the collection of spatial related indicators. 

This will involve assessment of data gaps, in terms of potential areas for data collection, spatial 

                                                           
1 For more information on the upcoming APFSD session, please visit: http://www.unescap.org/intergovernmental-

meetings/apfsd5 
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data requirements; capacity needs assessments and possible requirements and needs for new 

methods for data collection given different country contexts.   

4. The fourth session will involve the highlighting of the various methods of proposed data 

collection methods for both spatial and non-spatial related indicators of the SDGs.   

5. The fifth session will be on group work discussions and activities to reinforce the taught and 

guided methods for spatial analysis. This will also involve expert group discussion on how to 

improve the methodology for collection of spatial related indicators based on the regional 

contexts. This will be useful to provide a unified regional guideline for spatial data collection.  

6. The sixth session will review the statistical capacity for the various representatives and the 

various necessary capacity building needs for respective cities. This will be largely plenary 

sessions lead by the national statistical office representatives.  

7. The seventh session aims to integrate the lessons learned for the preceding six sessions and 

devise a way forward regarding the implementation of SDG 11.    

 

APFSD sessions will include: 

 

8. The opening session for an introduction to the forum, its objectives and focus areas. 

9. Roundtable assessment session on SDG 11 for a broader perspective on policy and 

development issues. 

10. Session on Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) to understand the process, specifically on 

reporting indicators.  

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 


