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CONCEPT NOTE 
 

Inter-regional workshop on good practices in gender statistics 
Date: 5 – 7 November 2014 
Venue: INEGI, Aguascalientes, Mexico 
 
 

I. Background 
 
The production of gender statistics concerns the entire national statistical system and covers 
data from different sources and statistical fields (Hedman et al, 1996)1. Obtaining reliable 
statistics that adequately reflect differences and inequalities in the situation of women and 
men in all areas of life requires the integration of a gender perspective across all areas of data 
collection and in all stages of data production and use, and should be seen as part of the 
overall process of improving data quality of national statistical systems.  
 
At the same time, since gender statistics is not a discrete field but rather it relates to all fields 
of statistics, addressing relevant gender issues in regular collection, dissemination and 
analysis of data in national statistical systems also requires an appropriate institutional 
environment and adequate institutional-level support and arrangements, including staff 
resources, budgets, legal frameworks, coordination mechanisms among relevant 
stakeholders, systemized training etc. Therefore, if gender is not brought into the 
“mainstream” of  statistical infrastructure, processes and activities, it risks not only being 
inadequate in addressing relevant policy issues, and failing to reach a wide range of users, 
including policy makers in domains other than gender-equality, but their production may be 
more dependent on irregular and inadequate economic and human resources and mandates.  
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 
together with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) and the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) are working together 
on a project aimed at strengthening national capacity to improve gender statistics - centered 
around regional frameworks and plans, by drawing on related global initiatives. By 
identifying good practices and reflecting on them, countries from each of the three regions 
can build on their existing strengths, and at the same time, their experiences can help other 
countries deal with similar challenges. There exists much diversity across the three regions in 
terms of country-specific economic/social/cultural contexts, stages in developing and 
implementing regional plans, and so on. The cross-fertilization of such diversity through the 
sharing of good practices would enable more meaningful and potentially rich solutions to 
capacity and data challenges and provide enhanced opportunity for mutual learning.  
 

II. Objective and expected results of the workshop 
 
The objective of the workshop is to exchange good practices in integrating a gender 
perspective in statistics, with a special focus on the institutional environment and 
support for gender statistics and related organizational aspects. 

                                                 
1 Integrating a gender perspective into statistics, http://unstats.un.org/unsd/genderstatmanual/ 
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Good practices can be about any stage of statistical work, such as using a new measurement 
instrument or methodology to collect data that has not existed before in a country; or using 
existing data to monitor gender equality policies with appropriate indicators etc.; and they 
could be related to any substantive domains, e.g. education, employment, violence against 
women, etc. Based on the contributions, the discussions at the workshop will focus on one 
or more of the following related institutional aspects: 
 

o Institutional set-up and arrangements  
o Legal frameworks and their implementation 
o Coordination mechanisms between data producers and users 
o Systematized training and capacity development programmes on gender 

issues and gender statistics 
 
In other words, in identifying and reflecting on good practices, country experts may ask the 
question: what exactly did we need to do to enable the achievement of the objective? As an example, say 
Country X would like to share a good practice in using appropriate indicators to monitor 
gender equality policy goals. Various technical guidelines may exist at the 
national/regional/international levels on how this can be done. However, Country X has 
been able to apply such guidelines, while many others have not. In order for experience-
sharing to be useful, the expert from Country X should focus on sharing what institutional 
aspects/changes enabled her/his country to adopt the existing guidelines and successfully 
carry out the work. The contributing factors can be one or more of the institutional aspects 
mentioned above.  
 
For the purpose of this workshop, good practices are defined as those that adhere with the 
Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics2 and meet several of the following criteria:  
 

o The practice objectives, processes involved and outcomes are replicable and 
adaptable. 

o Data users and producers were both involved in at least some stages of the 
practice. 

o The practice is cost effective. 
o The practice solved a problem and led to a measurable change or impact for 

improving gender statistics. 
o The practice is sustainable over time.  

 
The good practices shared at the workshop will be subsequently consolidated as resource 
material for reference and use by national, regional and international stakeholders. Such 
resources would be further disseminated in the form of a knowledge base of good practices 
in gender statistics, which would provide assistance and inspiration for national statistical 
systems in what works when it comes to improving the development and use of gender 
statistics for better policy and decision-making. 
 
 
 
                                                 
2 Available at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/fundprinciples.aspx 
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III. Design of the consultative workshop 
 

A. Participation 
 

The meeting will bring together 8 - 10 national experts in official statistics, gender issues, 
and/or gender policy and programme design and implementation, who have technical and 
management expertise in producing, analyzing, utilizing and developing gender statistics. 
They may represent national statistical offices and/or institutions undertaking and 
supporting analytical and policy work of national machineries for gender equality and 
women’s empowerment. 
 
The working language of the meeting is English, with no interpretation provided. 

 
B. Organization of the programme 

 
National experts will be asked to prepare a short paper (detailed guidelines will be provided 
in due course) prior to the workshop, elaborating on a good practice in gender statistics and 
the related institutional changes/improvements and organizational issues. The specific good 
practice for each invited country will be identified by the national expert in consultation with 
their respective Regional Commission. 
 
The workshop will feature presentations by national experts on the good practices as 
described above, the circumstances that led to the institutional level changes/ improvements 
and what they were, the challenges faced in putting in place the required institutional 
environment, observed results, and lessons learned.  
 
Discussions will be conducted on the application of the shared good practices and other 
innovative ideas to address challenges for the improvement of gender statistics. 


