
 

Concept Note 
 
UNICEF side-event at the 6th Session of the Committee on Statistics 
 

Children at greatest risk of being left behind: the 
urban poor and children with disabilities 
 

WHERE: Public Foyer, UNCC, ESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand 
WHEN: 17 October 2018, 12:20 – 13:30 
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and United Nations Core Commitments for 

Children (UNCRC) together provide an overarching blueprint for a safer  and more prosperous 

future for the world’s children.  The extent to which the world delivers on the 2030 agenda will 

directly affect the future of millions of children across the globe – and for generations to come.  

Availability of data on marginalized and vulnerable children (e.g. children with disabilities, urban 

poor children) is one of the major bottlenecks in addressing challenges faced by these children.  

National statistical systems must be adequately strengthened and empowered to fill data gaps, 

thus enabling decision makers to design evidence-based policies and programs aimed at 

achieving the ambitions of the 2030 agenda to ‘leave no one behind. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) establishes that children with 

“long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments” should enjoy the same human 

rights and freedoms as other children.  Discrimination against children with disabilities often 

leads to reduced access to basic social services, especially education, and general lack of 

recognition. 

The rapid growth of urban areas is widely recognized and currently more than half of the children 

world-wide live in urban areas.  There is a general belief that, the children living in urban areas 

are better off than those living in rural areas, this needs to be examined with caution, as the 

disparity within urban is increasing at a much faster rate than ever before, and the social fabric 

support systems exist in rural areas is mostly absent in urban.  Most of the available statistics 

from urban areas does not provide disaggregated information for urban poor or other 

disadvantaged groups living in urban areas. 

Most of the countries in the region have enormous challenges in filling these data gaps, that 

include enabling environment, statistical Capacity, availability of financial resources and technical 

capacity. 

In this context, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) will organize a side-event during the 6th 

Session of the Committee on Statistics to share and highlight the child related data gaps in the 

South Asia and Pacific Region, and how some Governments have collected data in collaboration 

with UNICEF, that has influenced policies to improve the situation of the two vulnerable groups 

- children living with disabilities and urban poor children.  

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.unicef.org/rightsite/
https://www.unicef.org/rightsite/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html


 

 

Agenda 
 

UNICEF side-event at the 6th Session of the Committee on Statistics 
 

Children at greatest risk of being left behind: the 
urban poor and children with disabilities 
 

WHERE: Public Foyer, UNCC, ESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand 
WHEN: 17 October 2018, 12:20 – 13:30 
 
 
 
Opening Remarks 
12.20 – 12.30 (10 Mins) 

Jean Gough, Regional Director, UNICEF-ROSA 
 

  
Presentation 1 
12.30 – 12.45 (15 Mins) 

Children at risk of being left behind: Urban poor and 
children with disabilities 
Melva Johnson, Chief of Program Planning and 
Monitoring, UNICEF-EAPRO  

  
Presentation 2 
12.45 – 12.55 (10 Mins) 

Bangladesh experience of collecting and utilizing data 
of urban poor 
Mr. AKM Ashraful Haque, Joint Director, Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics 

  
Presentation 3 
12.55 – 13.05 (10 Mins) 

Thailand experience of collecting and utilizing data on 
disability among children 
Ms. Arpaporn Amonthum, Statistician, National 
Statistical Office of Thailand 

  
Questions, Comments and Closing 
13.05 – 13.30 (25 Mins) 

Session is open for questions and comments 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


