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The fourth meeting of the Technical Advisory 
Group (TAG) for population and social statistics  

25-27 November 2013 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Purpose  
 

1. The fourth meeting of TAG aims to further advance its work in developing a 

regional programme to improve national capacity in population and social 

statistics. This will build on the momentum resulting from the endorsement by 

the Commission of the core set of population and social statistics in resolution 

69/16, as well as the group’s success in conceptualizing a capacity framework to 

act as the basis for development and establishing the process for conducting 

national diagnoses of capacity issues.  

2. Specific outcomes from the fourth meeting will include: 

a. Recommendations to refine and finalize the draft document on the 

capacity framework for population and social statistics. 

b. Recommendations to refine and finalize the draft documents on the 

process and instrument of conducting strategic reviews (earlier referred to 

as “national reflections”) to identify gaps and challenges in national 

capacity in population and social statistics as well as opportunities for 

improvements.  

c. Recommendations on the process of developing a regional programme to 

improve national capacity in producing, disseminating and using 

population and social statistics in view of related developments, including 

the on-going discussions on formulating a post-2015 development agenda. 

The process should lead to identification of overall objectives, targets and 

priorities regarding the improvement of population and social statistics, as 

well as a set of national and regional actions.  
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d. Consideration and decision on options for including related issues within 

the regional programme, e.g. strengthening civil registration and vital 

statistics, ensuring population and social statistics are gender sensitive; 

and developing recommendations to meet information needs for 

addressing inequality (including but not limited to gender).  

e. A work plan for the remainder of the current term of the TAG (till the 

fourth session of the Committee on Statistics in December 2014 as per the 

Terms of Reference), including a list of tasks, outputs and schedule.  

Background 
 
Finalizing documents on capacity framework and strategic review 
 

3. The TAG at its third meeting established the dimensions and structure of a 

capacity framework to serve as the basis for capacity building in the region. This 

retained the core set of population and social statistics at its heart and in addition 

specified the aspects of a National Statistical System (NSS) required to support 

its production. In particular: 

a. national and international policy priorities that determine the information 

requirement in a country; 

b. the qualities of quality statistical output to support those policies; and 

c. the aspects of the broader NSS required for reliable statistical output. 

4. The third meeting of the TAG also emphasised the importance of national 

reflections to ensure that each country, at a senior level, has a good 

understanding of: 

a. the key policy and research drivers for statistics in the areas of population 

and social statistics,  

b. the capacity of current national official statistics to provide the required 

statistics, and any key gaps, for each of the domains of population and 

social statistics,  
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c. the general strategies and actions needed over the short and long term, to 

ensure that countries have the capacity to fill these gaps on a sustainable 

basis and to continue to maintain a core set of relevant statistics over time.  

5. Two sets of documents have been developed with expert inputs. The first lays 

out in detail the components of a capacity framework for considering population 

and social statistics in the national context. The second contains a prototype for 

conducting national strategic reviews (or “national reflections” as referred to 

earlier), including the purpose, process, inputs and outputs. The fourth meeting 

is required to finalise these documents and consider next steps.  

Towards a regional programme  
 

6. The TAG had also planned to formulate a regional programme on improvement 

of population and social statistics for consideration by the Committee on 

Statistics at its fourth session. With the fourth Committee session about one year 

away, the TAG needs to decide on a process for developing a draft regional 

programme. 

7. The TAG may need to heed several related developments in formulating the 

regional programme. The first is the on-going discussion on the post-2015 

development agenda, sustainable development goals. It is expected that a 

monitoring framework containing the specific targets and indicators will ensue 

to assess progress towards achieving the goals. Some of the priority issues that 

have emerged in these discussions point to the various parts of the core set 

developed by the TAG, e.g. population, income and wealth, education, health, 

governance, just to name a few. Although the exact focus of the Agenda and the 

monitoring framework will take time to be finalized, it is reasonable to expect 

that there will be significant overlap between them and the core set developed by 

the TAG. Thus, a relevant, practical and effective regional programme to 

improve population and social statistics must therefore consider the demands on 

national statistical systems arising from such an Agenda and monitoring 

framework, as well as opportunities that come with the demands to strengthen 

national statistical capacity.  
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8. The second development is the regional initiatives to improve the capacity of 

various parts of the national statistical systems. This includes civil registration 

and vital statistics which fall into many of the domains of the core set of 

population and social statistics. There is also overlap between the core set for 

population and social statistics with work underway in economic statistics, 

agricultural and rural statistics and environment statistics. In addition, with 

promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment being an important 

policy priority at both international and national levels, ensuring statistics are 

gender sensitive is also an imperative. All of these mean that a regional 

programme should do its best to build synergies with other on-going initiatives 

to enhance the capacity of national statistical systems.  

Possible focus areas 
 

9. While developing the regional programme, the TAG may consider focusing on a 

number of specific areas of work. One such area is civil registration and vital 

statistics (CRVS), with a broader view of improving administrative data which 

is a key part of the infrastructure of national statistical systems. Vital statistics 

are featured in several domains of the regional core set. The Committee on 

Statistics at its third session in December 2012 endorsed a regional strategic plan 

which includes national and regional activities to achieve eight broad goals of 

national capacity enhancement, ranging from raising public awareness and 

improving coordination among key stakeholders and improving the use of vital 

statistics. If the TAG chooses to carry out work in this area, it must not duplicate 

what is already taking place while strengthening administrative data more 

broadly.  

10. The second area of work is mainstreaming the gender perspective in population 

and social statistics. Given the high priority that is given to the promotion of 

gender equality and the empowerment of women, the TAG should consider 

having a focused look at the possibilities of building gender sensitivity into the 

core set and strategy of capacity improvement.  
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11. Another possibility is to look into the options for national statistical systems to 

effectively meet the information needs to address inequality (including but 

broader than gender). Commentators have so far pointed to the need and the 

challenges of data disaggregation when discussing this issue but disaggregation 

by what population characteristics? What exactly are the information needs for 

such policies and programmes? Is disaggregation all the answer? What about 

other characteristics of disadvantage or vulnerability? The field calls for a 

systematic examination of the issue and the TAG may consider whether to take 

up the challenge or not.  

Programme of the TAG 
 

12. The TAG will be held over three days at UN-ESCAP, Bangkok from Monday 25 

to Wednesday 27 November. The programme will consist of sessions followed 

by interactive discussion among participants. 


