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Background 
 
At the 2013 Asian and Pacific Energy Forum (APEF) in Vladivostok, Russian Federation, member 
States of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) adopted a 
ministerial declaration and plan of action. These outcome documents established the 2014-
2018 regional agenda targeting enhanced energy security and the sustainable use of energy. 
The Plan of Action provides the vision of an Asia-Pacific region where: sustainable energy for all 
is a reality; enhanced energy security is present from regional to household levels; an energy 
future of equity, diversification and access to all is secured; and the share of cleaner energies in 
the overall energy mix is increased.1   
 
The final section of the APEF Plan of Action, Section IV. Review and assessment mechanism, 
mandates the ESCAP secretariat “to undertake a periodic review of the progress made in the 
implementation of the plan of action based on information provided by members and associate 
members on a voluntary basis, as well as by collaborating international organizations.” The 
ministerial declaration also requests the secretariat to “facilitate the dissemination of 
information [and] the exchange of best practices,” and “promote networking and information-
sharing among national and subregional organizations.” 
 
In response to these mandates, the ESCAP secretariat proposed at the recent Policy Dialogue 
on Energy for Sustainable Development, held in Bangkok 17-19 December 2013, a 
comprehensive APEF Review and Assessment Mechanism comprised of three primary 
components: 1) an APEF Data & Policy Information Portal, 2) Dialogue and 3) Analysis & 
Reporting. Participants of the policy dialogue welcomed the proposal and suggested further 
discussion on the technical and logistical details of establishing the mechanism.  

                                                
1
 The 2013 Asian and Pacific Energy Forum outcome documents are available at the following link: 

http://www.unescap.org/apef/official-documents.asp 



Data & Information Portal 
overview 
 
The APEF Data & Information Portal will offer 
centralized access to data from international 
sources and energy-related policy information. 
The data and information contained within the 
portal will provide the foundation for the 
Dialogue and the Analysis & Reporting pillars of 
the mechanism. The defining features of the 
portal will include: 
 

 Inclusion of both quantitative indicators 
and qualitative policy information  

 A comprehensive scope derived from 
the energy development agenda set by member States through the APEF outcome 
documents 

 A user-friendly interface that enables rapid analysis, knowledge-sharing and 
dissemination of information 

 Access and presentation of data and information in a highly visual and flexible format to 
facilitate more in-depth research and analysis  
 

The official launch of the portal is scheduled to coincide with the 2014 APEF Policy Dialogue in 
November.  
 
 

Meeting objectives 
 
This expert group meeting is directed at gathering various viewpoints regarding the APEF Data 
& Policy Information Portal proof-of-concept. Points drawn from this meeting’s dialogue will 
provide the secretariat with further direction and will be reflected in the portal’s design and 
development. Discussion will be structured around five focus areas: 
 

1. Purpose and scope  
2. Functionality and the user experience 
3. Data and information collection and management 
4. Indicator selection and organization 
5. Alignment with regional and global stakeholders and initiatives  

 
1. Purpose and scope 

Discussion on this point will focus on identification of the target audience and their data 
and information requirements. The web portal will be designed to best meet those 
requirements through the definition of its purpose, scope and boundaries.  
 
 



2. Functionality and the user experience 
A successful web portal requires a design that combines the desired functionality with a 
positive user experience. Feedback on the existing proof-of-concept functionality will be 
requested and additional functionality that should be included in the portal design will be 
identified. Examples of functionality include data visualization, information comparison, 
data layering, search capability, collection of information, and information exports. 
 

3. Data and information collection and management 
Fundamental to the establishment and ongoing sustainability of the web portal is the 
system for collecting and managing data and information. To develop this system, several 
considerations need to be made regarding the mechanism for establishing information 
networks, gathering initial inputs, and updating on a regular basis. Regarding information 
networks, the following will be discussed – criteria for data selection, official policy 
information sources, and linkages with various organizations and agencies. Logistical and 
managerial aspects of the initial and ongoing data and information gathering efforts will be 
reviewed and an action plan established. Example issues to be covered include data 
selection criteria, limitations of data, initial and ongoing information management 
requirements, update schedules, and minimization of maintenance through effective web 
portal design.  
 

4. Indicator selection and organization 
The selection of appropriate indicators is paramount to ensuring the relevance of the Data 
& Policy Information Portal. An initial effort has been made to link quantitative and 
qualitative indicators with specific objectives established within the APEF outcome 
documents. Participants will be provided the opportunity to review the indicators and 
provide feedback and suggestions. Issues such as data comparability, linkages with existing 
energy data platforms and emerging data requirements will be discussed. 
 

5. Alignment with regional and global stakeholders and initiatives  
The APEF Data & Policy Information Portal’s ability to support regional and global 
stakeholders and energy initiatives, such as Sustainable Energy for All, will be discussed. 
Participants will be asked to help identify linkages and actions for coordination and 
alignment in order to increase and broaden the value of the APEF portal.  

 
 

Participation Guidelines 
 
Prior to the meeting: 

 Access and experiment with the APEF portal as a user. Access details will be provided in 
a follow-up communication prior to the meeting. 

 Complete a survey, providing feedback that will help generate a foundation for 
discussion during the expert group meeting. 

 Review the indicator set provided in the follow-up communication. 
 
 



During the meeting: 

 Provide your viewpoints and experience as a developer/manager/user of information 
and online applications 

 Offer your recommendations for the development of the APEF Data & Information 
Portal 

 Suggest linkages with existing regional and global initiatives 

 Assist the group to arrive at recommendations for the five objectives put forth in this 
concept note  

 Contribute to the development of an action plan 
 
  

For any questions about the programme or your participation, please contact the Secretariat at 
apef@un.org.     
 
 
 
 


