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CONCEPT NOTE 
 

I: Background 

The Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020, informally called 

the Istanbul Programme of Action, has given impetus to building productive capacities in least developed 

countries and achieving graduation from the status through structural transformation. The Programme has 

also stressed the need to reduce the vulnerabilities of these countries to various shocks, such as the food, 

fuel and financial crises that have affected all countries in the world in the late 2000s and climate change-

related consequences. 

 

Asia-Pacific least developed countries (LDCs) have been making remarkable progress towards meeting the 

criteria for graduation. After the graduation of Samoa in January 2014, the number of LDCs in the region is 

12, of which seven of them met the criteria for graduation during the 2015 triennial review of the 

Committee for Development Policy. Graduation from least developed country status is, however, not 

enough, as many of these countries are still highly vulnerable to external shocks arising from global 

financial crises, natural disasters or high volatility in commodity markets. Thus, the global community 

needs to formulate frameworks and alternatives actions to support these countries, particularly in the 

context of climate change adaptation.  

 

The second half of the Istanbul Programme of Action coincides with the first five years of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development. A major issue to be addressed is how to implement the two ambitious sets of 

development objectives for LDCs effectively. ESCAP has already initiated a process to support member 

States in implementing these global agendas by organizing a regional macroeconomic modelling workshop 

in December 2015. ESCAP has been mandated (E/ESCAP/RES/72/6) to further expand the process by 

conducting workshops and training programmes on applying models in an effort to integrate the three 

dimensions of sustainable development and to identify the linkages and impacts of national policies and 

strategies.   

 

With 251 actions included in the Istanbul Programme of Action and 17 Sustainable Development Goals and

 169 targets in the 2030 Agenda, it is clear that a strategic approach based on the prioritization and 

sequencing of actions, the Goals and targets is necessary. In the latest publication of ESCAP, From the 

Istanbul Programme of Action to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, effective ways to address 



 
 

 

the challenges involved in the simultaneous implementation of the Programme and the 2030 Agenda for 

Asia-Pacific least developed countries are explored. For that purpose, the report examines to what extent 

the Programme can support the achievement of specific Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda. It also 

proposes a unique analytical framework for the prioritization and sequencing of the 2030 Agenda in each 

country. 

 

One of the distinctive features of the 2030 Agenda is the importance it accords to means of 

implementation, among which the mobilization of financial resources plays an important role. Without a 

far-reaching financing strategy, graduation and promotion of sustainable development is not possible. This 

is particularly important in the light of the scarcity of financial and human resources that characterizes least 

developed countries. ESCAP has recently conducted a perception survey of experts and practitioners from 

Asia-Pacific least developed countries to identify their priorities that pertain to domestic and foreign 

sources of finance for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The aggregate view was that national 

government revenues and improved management of public expenditure were the main priorities, with a 

particular focus on the role of official development assistance (ODA) for least developed countries.   

 

II: Objectives  

The objectives of this workshop are:  

• To review the key outcomes of the Midterm Review of the Istanbul Programme of Action;  

• To discuss the synergies between the Istanbul Programme of Action and the 2030 Agenda;  

• To identify financing strategies for graduation;  

• To formulate analytical frameworks to support the integration of the social, economic and environmental 

pillars of sustainable development, which will serve as peer learning platform for policymakers.  

 

III. Organization and participation 

The workshop is jointly organized by ESCAP and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic. Participants include policymakers from relevant ministries in the region, representatives of the private 

sector, civil society, think tanks, philanthropic foundations, regional institutions, development partners, regional 

bodies and United Nations agencies, and eminent experts. All together around 80 participants are expected to 

attend the event.  

The Chair will introduce the panelists, explain the structure and objectives of each session and moderate the 

discussions. The speakers in the panel discussions will be kindly requested to limit their interventions to 10 

minutes.  

 

IV: Documentation 

ESCAP will disseminate technical background notes for the event. Please visit the ESCAP website for further 

information about the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to see other documents related to the 

workshop:  

www.unescap.org/events/regional-workshop-adaptation-2030-agenda-and-istanbul-programme-action-national-level-least 

 


