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A. Background and Purpose 

On 25 September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development as the agreed framework for international development. It is the 

successor to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which range from halving extreme 

poverty rates to halting the spreads of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education. 

Although significant achievements have been made on many of the MDG targets worldwide, 

women and girls continue to suffer discrimination and violence in every part of the world.  

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda build on the success of the 

MDGs and aim to go further to address a range of social needs including health, education, 

and social protection. The highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of every 

person. Fulfilling the right to health requires health systems to become fully responsive to 

women and girls. Societies at large must end practices that critically endanger women and 

girls’ health and well-being.  

Globally, adolescent girls and young women face gender-based inequalities, exclusion, 

discrimination and violence, which put them at increased risk of acquiring HIV. Among 

women of reproductive age worldwide, HIV is now the leading cause of death. Not only are 

women biologically more susceptible to HIV transmission, but their unequal social and 

economic status undercuts abilities to protect themselves and make empowered choices. 

Despite countries’ commitment to universal access to sexual and reproductive health care 

services, many gaps have slowed progress so far.  

Girls’ health is particularly in danger due to harmful practices such as child marriage and 

female genital mutilation. In many settings, adolescent girls’ right to privacy and bodily 

autonomy is not respected, as many report that their first sexual experience was forced. What 

is even worse is that this tragedy passes on to the next generation, posing greater health risks 

for girls.  

Against this backdrop, the “2017 International Student Writing Competition on Girls’ Health” 

will be held on 14 November, 2017 to encourage young students to find ways to improve the 

health and well-being of girls from their own perspective, thereby raising awareness of its 

importance among youth and bringing their ideas to life.  

The upcoming event will comprise of a presentation by 9 finalists (individual or team) and a 

poster session for other participants. During a roundtable session, speakers from governments, 

NGOs, academia, international organizations, and awardees will present their research and 

case studies related to girls’ health problems and provide practical solutions to solve such 

issues.  
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B. Target Participants 

Students, experts on global health and development from governments, international 

organizations, NGOs, academia, and public 

 

C. Organizers 

Institute for Development & Human Security, Ewha Womans University; Ewha Global Health 

Institute for Girls & Women; United Nations ESCAP East and North-East Asia Office 

 

D. Sponsor 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

 

E. Venue 

LG Convention Hall at Ewha Womans University, Seoul 

 

F. Programme  

Tuesday, 14 November 2017 

2017 International Student Writing Competition on Girls’ Health 

Part I 

Time Program 

9:30-10:00 Registration 

10:00-10:50 Opening Session 
Master of Ceremony: Professor Minah Kang (Department of 
Public Administration, Ewha Womans University) 
Opening Ceremony 

- Opening Remarks: Professor Eun Mee Kim (Dean of the 
Graduate School, Director of the Institute for 
Development and Human Security, and Director of 
Ewha Global Health Institute for Girls and Women, 
Ewha Womans University) 

- Congratulatory Remarks: Mr. Dylan Davis (Korea 
Representative, The Asia Foundation) 

- Congratulatory Remarks: Mr. Sangmin Nam (Acting 
Director, UNESCAP East and North-East Asia Office) 

- Congratulatory Remarks: Professor Bong-Suk Shim 
(Executive Vice President of Medical Affairs, Ewha 
Womans University) 

- Keynote Speech: Ms. Soohyun Kim (Head of Office, 
UNICEF Seoul) 

- Photo Session 

10:50-11:00 Break 
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11:00-12:00 Presentation Session I  
- 4 teams (15 minutes per team: 10-minute presentation; 5-

minute Q&A) 

 12:00-13:00 Luncheon 

Part II 

13:00-14:00 Presentation Session II 
- 4 teams (15 minutes per team: 10-minute presentation; 5-

minute Q&A) 

14:00-14:10 Break 

14:10-15:10 Presentation Session III 
- 4 teams (15 minutes per team: 10-minute presentation; 5-

minute Q&A) 

15:10-15:30 Break 

15:30-16:30 Roundtable Discussion 
Topic: Girls at Risk 

Moderator: Professor Jie-Ae Sohn (Graduate School of 
International Studies, Ewha Womans University) 
Panelists 

- Professor Harris Hyun-soo Kim (Department of 
Sociology, Ewha Womans University) 

- Mr. Sangmin Nam (Acting Director, UNESCAP East and 
North-East Asia Office) 

- Ms. Vilayphone Choulamany (Research Fellow, The Asia 
Foundation) 

- Ms. Ivy Funtalba (University of the Philippines Open 
University) 

Q&A 

16:30-17:00 Closing Session 
- Award ceremony 

- Closing remarks 

 


