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Guide for Civil Society Organization Observers 
 

 
The purpose of this document is to assist civil society organization (CSO) experts in their 
preparation for participation in the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Midpoint 
Review of the Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 
2013-2022, hosted by the Government of China in Beijing. It is recommended that this Guide be 
read in conjunction with the annotated provisional agenda (E/ESCAP/APDDP(4)/L.2). 
 
The rules of procedure of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP) allow for civil society representatives to attend intergovernmental meetings in 
Observer status. 
 
Meeting-related materials can be accessed from the following website: 
http://www.unescap.org/events/high-level-intergovernmental-meeting-midpoint-review-
asian-and-pacific-decade-persons 
 

High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Midpoint Review of the 
Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-
2022 
 

Background of Meeting 
 
The High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Midpoint Review of the Implementation of 
the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022 is being convened pursuant 
to: 
 

1. ESCAP resolution 69/13 (01 May 2013) on the implementation of the Ministerial 
Declaration on the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities and the 
Incheon Strategy to ‘Make the Right Real!’ for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the 
Pacific; and 

 
2. Commission decision 70/17 (08 August 2014) regarding the Road Map for 

implementation of the Incheon Strategy to ‘Make the Right Real!’ for Persons with 
Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific. 
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The ESCAP Intergovernmental Meeting will be the largest intergovernmental regional 
gathering on disability in Asia and the Pacific. 
 
The key objectives of the Meeting are: 
 

1. to review progress and challenges in implementing the Incheon Strategy over its first 
five years (2013-2017). 

2. to discuss strategies for strengthening implementation of the Incheon Strategy over the 
remaining five years. 

3. to strengthen links between Incheon Strategy and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 
 

 

Notes for observers concerning interventions 
 
Given that this is an intergovernmental meeting, it is the prerogative of government delegations 
to make interventions within the time allocated by the Chairperson. However, if time permits, 
the Chairperson, at her/his discretion, may invite interventions from observers after all the 
government delegations and representatives of intergovernmental organizations have 
completed their deliberations on the respective agenda items.  
 
In view of time constraint, CSO observers are encouraged to deliver a consolidated statement at 
the Meeting. In particular, it is advisable that joint statements be prepared for agenda items  3, 5, 
6 and 9. 

 
Day 1 of Senior Officials Segment 

27 November 2017 
 
 

Agenda item 2: Interlinkages of the Incheon Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for 
Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
 
10.30 to 12.30 hours, Plenary Room 

 
Time allocation: 120 minutes. 
 

Intervention guide: The agenda item will be introduced through a presentation by the 
secretariat and a panel discussion on “Interlinkages of the Incheon Strategy to ‘Make the Right 
Real’ for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” after which the 
floor will be opened for interventions by delegates. Interventions are expected to be focused in 
the form of questions to the panellists. 
 
After the panel discussion, if time permits, the Chair may invite a representative of Civil Society 
organizations to make a consolidated civil society statement of not more than three minutes of 
duration. 
 
Expected Outcome: Member States will gain an understanding of the interlinkages between the 
Incheon Strategy, the 2030 Agenda, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. The discussions under this agenda item are expected to feed into the report of the 
Meeting.  
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Agenda item 3: Review of progress in implementing the Incheon Strategy to “Make 
the Right Real” for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific 
 
14:30 to 17:30 hours, Plenary Room 

 
Time allocation: 180 minutes. 
 
Intervention guide: The agenda item will be introduced through a presentation by the 
secretariat on the “Review of progress in implementing the Incheon Strategy to ‘Make the Right 
Real’ for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific”, followed by country statements of 
maximum duration of four minutes.  
 
The Chair may invite a representative of CSOs to deliver a consolidated CSO statement of three 
minutes of duration, in particular focusing on: (1) achievements, including good practices, and 
lessons learned during 2013-2017, in the implementation of the Incheon Strategy; and (2) 
remaining and emerging challenges to the full realization of the rights of persons with 
disabilities in the Asia-Pacific region. (Please refer to background document E/ESCAP/APDDP/2) 
 
Expected outcome: Member States will gain an overview of the progress made during the past 
five years, 2013-2017, in the implementation of the Incheon Strategy. Deliberations under this 
agenda item are expected to feed into the report of the Meeting. 
 

 
Day 2 of Senior Officials Segment 

28 November 2017 
 
 

Agenda item 4: Generating reliable and comparable data to promote disability-inclusive 
development 
 
9:00 to 10:45 hours, Plenary Room 

  
Time allocation: 105 minutes 
 
Intervention guide: The agenda item will be introduced through a presentation by the 
secretariat on “Metadata analysis based on Government responses to the ESCAP survey on the 
midpoint review”, followed by a panel discussion on “Generating reliable and comparable data 
to promote disability-inclusive development”. Subsequently, the floor will be opened for 
interventions by delegates. Interventions are expected to be focused in the form of questions to 
the panellists . 
 
After the panel discussion, if time permits, the Chair may invite a representative of Civil Society 
organizations to make a consolidated civil society statement of not more than three minutes of 
duration. 
 
 
Expected outcome: Member States will gain an overview of the key issues related to generating 
reliable and comparable data to promote disability-inclusive development. The discussions 
under this item are expected to feed into the report of the Meeting. 

 



 

 

4 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Time allocation: 60 minutes. 
 
Intervention guide: The agenda item will be opened through a presentation by the 
representative of the Working Group on the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with 
Disabilities, 2013-2022. Working group members and other member States are invited to share 
views on enhancing the effectiveness of the Working Group. If time permits, CSOs who are 
non-Working Group members may be invited by the Chair to make a short, consolidated 
statement on enhancing the effectiveness of the Working Group. CSOs interested in serving on 
the Asia-Pacific Working Group will be expected to intervene to indicate their intention to join 
the Working Group for the second term period from 2018 to 2022 under this agenda item. 
 
Interested CSOs must fulfil the following criteria, as set out in the draft terms of reference of the 
working group : (a) operate at the regional and/or subregional levels in Asia and the Pacific; (b) 
be an organization or network that represents, supports and/or promotes the interests of 
persons with diverse disabilities; and (c) have technical expertise relevant to advancing the 
implementation of the Incheon Strategy. Following government interventions, the Chairperson 
will invite interventions from observers who are interested in joining the Working Group. 
(Please refer to the background document E/ESCAP/APDDP (4)/3) 
 
Expected outcome: Member States agree on a recommendation regarding the composition of 
the second term of the Working Group on the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with 
Disabilities, 2013- 2022, for onward submission to the Commission at its seventy-fourth session 
for a decision. 
 
 

 
Time allocation: 180 minutes. 
 
Intervention guide: Member States will review, in sequence, the draft Beijing declaration and 
action Plan to accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy. Delegations are expected 
to propose textual amendments, as appropriate. 
 
The Chair may invite a representative of CSOs to deliver a consolidated CSO statement of three 
minutes of duration, with civil society perspective on the draft Beijing declaration and action 
plan to accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy. (Please refer to background 
document E/ESCAP/APDDP/4.) 

Agenda item 6: Consideration of the draft Beijing declaration and action plan to 
accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy, in the context of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
 
14:00 to 17:00 hours, Plenary Room 

 
 

 

Agenda item 5: Report on the Working Group on the Asian and Pacific Decade of 
Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022 and consideration of its membership for the 
next term 
 
11.00 to 12.00 hours, Plenary Room 
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Expected outcome: Member States endorse the draft Beijing declaration and action plan to 
accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy for onward submission to the ministerial 
segment for adoption. 
 
 

Day 3 of Senior Officials Segment 
29 November 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Time allocation: 180 minutes. 
 
Intervention guide: Member States will review, in sequence, the draft Beijing declaration and 
action Plan to accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy. Delegations are expected 
to propose textual amendments, as appropriate. 
 
The Chair may invite a representative of CSOs to deliver a consolidated CSO statement of three 
minutes of duration with civil society perspectives on the draft Beijing declaration and action 
plan to accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy, in the context of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. (Please refer to background document E/ESCAP/APDDP/4.) 
 
Expected outcome: Member States endorse the draft Beijing declaration and action plan to 
accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy for onward submission to the ministerial 
segment for adoption. 

 
 

Day 1 of Ministerial Segment 
30 November 2017 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Time allocation: 90 minutes 
 

Intervention guide: Two Ministerial Roundtables would be conducted under the following 

topics: (i) Disability-Inclusion for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific; (ii) 

Advancing Disability Rights through the Convention on the Rights of the Persons with 

Agenda item 6: Consideration of the draft Beijing declaration and action plan to 
accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy, in the context of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development [continued] 
9:00 to 12:00 hours, Plenary Room 

 

Agenda item 8: Ministerial Roundtables on:  
 

(i) Advancing Disability Rights through legislative action in tune with CRPD 
and the Incheon Strategy 

and 
(ii) Disability-Inclusion for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific 

through Innovative Approaches 
 
11.00 to 12.30 hours, Plenary Room 
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Disabilities [CRPD] and the Incheon Strategy, after which the floor will be opened for 
interventions by delegates. Interventions are expected to be focused on the agenda item. 
 
Expected outcome: Member States gain an overview of national perspectives and identify good-
practices in promoting disability-inclusive sustainable development that could be replicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time allocation: 180 minutes. 
 
Intervention guide: Heads of delegations will be expected to deliver country statements of a 
maximum duration of five minutes pertaining to the agenda item. 
 
The Chair may invite a representative of CSOs to deliver a consolidated CSO statement of three 
minutes of duration, on their perspectives concerning the accelerated implementation of 
Incheon Strategy, in particular (1) highlighting issues, policies and initiatives that will promote 
disability-inclusive development and accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy; 
and (2) highlight the value of multi-ministerial and multi-stakeholder approach to accelerate the 
implementation of Incheon Strategy. 
 
Expected outcome: Member States gain an overview of national perspectives and forward-
looking policies to promote disability-inclusive development and accelerate the implementation 
of the Incheon Strategy and identify opportunities for cooperation, noting the value of a multi-
stakeholder approach in disability-inclusive development. 

 
Day 2 of Ministerial Segment 

01 December 2017 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Time allocation: 60 minutes. 
 
Intervention guide: Member States will review and adopt the Beijing declaration and the action 
plan to accelerate the implementation of the Incheon Strategy as agreed by the Senior Officials. 
(Please refer to background document E/ESCAP/APDDP/L.4) 
 
Expected outcome: Member States adopt the Beijing declaration and Action Plan to accelerate 
the implementation of the Incheon Strategy. 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda item 9: Forward-looking policies to accelerate the implementation of the 
Incheon Strategy 
 
14.45 to 17.45 hours, Plenary Room 

 

Agenda item 10: Adoption of the Beijing declaration and action plan to accelerate 
the implementation of the Incheon Strategy 
 
14.30 to 15.30 hours, Plenary Room 
 

Agenda item 11: Adoption of the report of the Meeting 
15.30 to 16.30 hours, Plenary Room 
 

Agenda item 12: Closing of the Meeting 
16.30 to 17.00 hours, Plenary Room 
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Time allocation: 90 minutes. 
 
Intervention guide: Member States will consider the draft report and propose amendments, as 
appropriate. The draft report of the Meeting shall reflect as accurately as possible the essence of 
statements delivered and deliberations conducted under the respective agenda items of the 
annotated provisional agenda. Each section of the draft report shall be reviewed in sequence. 
Delegations are encouraged to provide the ESCAP secretariat in writing proposed amendments 
to facilitate deliberations on the draft report. (Please refer to draft report of the Meeting 
E/ESCAP/APDDP/L.3, which will be made available by noon, 1 December 3) 
 
 
Expected outcome: Member states adopt the draft report of the Meeting for onward submission 
to the Commission at its seventy-fourth session in 2018. 
 
 
 

Procedures concerning making interventions 
 
Observers who wish to make interventions are requested to note the following: 
 

• Approach the Conference Officer to register interest in making an intervention.  
Preferably, register such interest before the agenda item is taken up.  

 

• If time permits and the Chairperson decides to give the floor to observers, speakers will 
be called upon according to the registration sequence. 

 

• The Chairperson has full discretion with regards to the duration of interventions by 
observers, taking into account overall time management and the expected outcomes to 
be achieved. 

 

• Given that the time allocated for each agenda item is limited, every observer who 
registers interest may not have the chance to speak during the Meeting. We therefore 
encourage the organization of separate meetings, either before or during the Meeting, to 
develop a consolidated statement which could be presented at the Meeting. If such a 
document is available in a timely manner, it could be distributed for the Meeting as a 
basis for review by governments. 

 
 
Please note that, in accordance with established United Nations intergovernmental procedures, 
the following sessions will be limited to government interventions as they involve the drafting 
of negotiated intergovernmental texts: 
 

• Agenda item 10 (Adoption of the Beijing declaration and action plan to accelerate the 
implementation of the Incheon Strategy); 

 

•  Agenda item 11 (Adoption of the report of the Meeting). 
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ESCAP 
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the 
regional arm of the United Nations, playing a unique role as the only comprehensive 
intergovernmental forum for countries and territories of the Asian and Pacific region. 
Established in 1947, ESCAP today has 53 members and nine associate members. 
 
ESCAP is the only United Nations regional entity that has “convening authority” in the Asian 
and Pacific region.  It is the only United Nations regional body that has a mandate to adopt 
international treaties, agreements, resolutions and decisions by member States. 
 
ESCAP serves as the regional hub promoting cooperation among member States to achieve 
inclusive and sustainable economic and social development in the Asia-Pacific region. It 
provides the strategic regional link between global, subregional and country-level processes.  
Governments of the Asia Pacific region meet annually at the ministerial level to review and 
discuss economic and social issues and to set the regional development agenda.  The ESCAP 
annual session is the regional version of the United Nations General Assembly. 
 
ESCAP is headquartered in Bangkok and has four subregional offices in the Pacific (Suva, Fiji); 
North-East/East Asia (Incheon, Republic of Korea); North/Central Asia (Almaty, Kazakhstan); 
South/South-West Asia (Delhi, India).  ESCAP also has five regional institutions in Beijing, 
China; Bogor, Indonesia; Incheon, Republic of Korea; Delhi, India; and Chiba, Japan.  The 
organization reports to the United Nation’s Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).   For more 
information, please visit the ESCAP website at http://www.unescap.org 

 

 
 

http://www.unescap.org/

