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1. Background 

 
The Development Account project entitled: “Addressing the transboundary dimensions of the 
2030 Agenda through regional economic cooperation and integration in Asia and the Pacific” 
is a multi-disciplinary project implemented by the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The project spans over four years, from 2018 – 
2021. 
 
The objective of the project is to strengthen capacity of selected countries to develop 
sustainable and inclusive policies and mechanisms for trans-boundary infrastructure 
connectivity within the context of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.   
 
The project will bring cross-sectoral aspects and build upon existing sub-regional and 
regional platforms to assess connectivity deficits along selected major regional connectivity 
corridors, with a view to enhancing inclusive and sustainable access to electricity, transport 
and ICT. Additionally, the project aims to integrate cross-sectoral dimensions of gender 
mainstreaming, disaster risk reduction and viable financing for sustainable infrastructure 
development.  
 
The target countries are Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia while other participating 
countries include China and the Russian Federation. 
 
The activities under this project include transboundary and national multi-sectoral 
assessments and gap analysis based on countries’ priorities, development of guidelines and 
training materials, workshops, as well as dissemination of analyses and findings to a wide 
audience.  
 
In Central Asia and East Asia, existing and future infrastructure will be expected to extend their 
reach beyond linking large urban centers and deliver the benefits to those who need these 
services most. Connectivity, therefore, needs to be improved in a way that ensures “no one is left 
behind” from the potential economic and social benefits brought-in by these corridors.  
 
In parallel, the development of connectivity infrastructure initiatives would need to take into 
consideration natural disaster risks and vulnerabilities to increase resilience of infrastructure 
as foreseen under SDG 9. The target countries of the project are situated on major 
earthquake fault lines and prone to disasters of varying impacts. Disaster risk assessment 
would be a critical component of this project to ensure that infrastructure disruptions are 
minimal at a time of disaster. This inclusive and sustainable approach to regional 
connectivity initiatives also requires feasible financing options.  
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In response to these challenges, ESCAP invites key stakeholders from the above-mentioned 
sectors in the target countries with a view to promoting integrated approach to cross-border 
infrastructure planning and strengthening and integrating social inclusion, disaster risk 
reduction and financing for infrastructure development (energy, transport, and ICT) under 
existing and future policy initiatives.  

 
2. Inception Meeting 

 
As a first step in this project, a three-day inception meeting is scheduled from 2 to 4 October 
2018 in Almaty, Kazakhstan, in collaboration with ESCAP’s Subregional Offices. 
 
The objectives of the inception meeting are to: 

• Introduce the project objectives and activities, implementation schedule and 
approach to the nominated focal points in the target and participating countries, 

• Review the proposed project activities and ensure that they are in line with national 
priorities and needs, and 

• Take stock of progress and development in the energy, ICT, and transport sectors 
through the sharing of knowledge and good practices among policy makers from the 
target and participating countries.  

 

3. Participation and Format 

 
The meeting will invite one senior government focal point from the respective ministries 
and government agencies responsible for the below areas:  

• ICT: telecommunication infrastructure connectivity and development 

• Transboundary, rural and urban transport connectivity 

• Electric power connectivity 

• Gender mainstreaming 

• Disaster management  

• Infrastructure financing and capital market 

• SDGs coordination 
 
Participants are expected to actively contribute their expertise and experience as follows:  

• Share examples, experience and knowledge on issues relevant to infrastructure 
development, promoting social inclusion, resilience and financing for development 
in transboundary infrastructure development projects (energy, transport and ICT) 
within the context of regional economic cooperation and integration in Asia and the 
Pacific, 

• Help review the proposed activities of the project, and identify priority activities and 
areas of focus which should be taken into account in the project in line with national 
policy priorities and needs, and  

• After the meeting, continuously engage as a focal point throughout the project, in 
pursuit of effective delivery of outputs during the four-year timeframe of project 
implementation. 

 
Details agenda is to be disseminated to the nominated participants after the nomination.   


