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Background  
 
The 2019 HLPF will be a milestone moment in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda as 
it will be a time of reflection for member states and the UN towards reworking the global review 
process to make it more effective.  In preparation for the HLPF each year in July, UNESCAP 
organizes the APFSD to help governments and regional stakeholders better engage in the 
meetings and deliberations taking place in New York.  The APFSD provides an opportunity for 
Asia-Pacific member states to share best practices and learn from one another, the UN system, 
and stakeholders about progress being made at the national level, as well as critical emerging 
issues around sustainable development and the SDGs.   
 
The theme of the 2019 HLPF and APFSD is “Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness 
and equality” and the specific goals under review are SDG 4 (quality education), 8 (decent work 
and economic growth), 10 (reduced inequalities), 13 (climate action), and 16 (peace, justice and 
strong institutions).  Empowerment and inclusion are topics of central importance in the Asia-
Pacific region and the SDG framework makes numerous references to them, particularly by 
linking empowerment and inclusion to efforts to reduce inequality within and between 
countries, as well as calling for gender equality and referring to specific groups in need of 
empowerment, like youth, persons with disabilities, and other vulnerable groups.  
 
While two countries have already presented Voluntary National Review or VNRs (Samoa in 
2016 and Kiribati in 2018), for the 2019 HLPF a number of Pacific islands have registered to 
undertake a VNR and prepare their reports. These include Fiji, Nauru, Palau, Tonga and 
Vanuatu. Moreover, the HLPF theme and the cluster of goals under review (in particular SDG 
13 on Climate Change) are highly relevant for the Pacific community as evidenced in Res 69/15 
on the Samoa Pathway and in the recent Voluntary National Reviews. 
 
This APFSD preparatory meeting provides an opportunity for the Pacific to identify key 
regional issues, challenges and opportunities that impact on the capacity of small island 
countries to ensure inclusiveness and equality while seeking to promote broad-based 
sustainable development while confronted by the impact of climate change and an increasing 
threat of natural disasters.  It provides a space for the identification and amplification of the 
specific situation of small island countries/communities ahead of discussions within the Asia 
Pacific context of the APFSD and as reflected in all analytical and normative work of UNESCAP. 
  
Meeting Objectives: 
 
The Pacific preparatory meeting will:  
 
1) Enhance awareness and share knowledge and experiences on key national and regional 

challenges and opportunities for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
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Development and the role of the Pacific Roadmap for Sustainable Development designed 
to support countries in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and other global and 
regional commitment.  

2) Provide reflections on theme of the HLPF and the APFSD for 2019 1 
3) Provide Pacific perspectives and good practices on cluster of goals under review at the 

HLPF in 20192 
 

The subregional meeting will be an opportunity to identify additional training and capacity 
building needs, including training materials and tools i.e. on stakeholder engagement, SDG 
interlinkages and policy coherence vertically and horizontally as well as in following up on the 
outcome of national M&E and VNR processes.  
 
Intended Participants 
 
By invitation and in their individual expert capacity: 

1. Representatives of institutions in UNESCAP member States responsible for 
implementing development at central government, sector or local level in the context of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the localization of the SDGs 

2. VNR focal points and ESCAP focal points for sustainable development 
3. Representatives of Regional and sub-regional organizations  
4. Private sector and CSO representatives 
5. Other stakeholders involved in SDG implementation at national, regional & global 

levels. 
 

Expected outcome 
 
The outcome of the workshop will inform deliberations at the APFSD through the 
development a summary of proceedings of the key topics and issues raised by participants, as 
well as training materials and presentations. These documents will be sent to participants and 
will also be made available on the UNESCAP Website. 

  

                                                 
1 UNESCAP will work with ADB and with UNDP to prepare a regional report to support regional and global 
dialogue on the theme.  
2 For the 2019 session the set of goals under in depth review includes SDG4 on Education, SDG8 on Economic 
Growth, SDG10 on Inequality, SDG13 on Climate Change and SDG 16 on Peace and Justice. 


