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This booklet contains key questions for discussion and references for the sessions of the 9
th
 Plenary Meeting of 

the OECD Initiative for Policy Dialogue on Global Value Chains, Production Transformation and 

Development, to be held on 15-16 November 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Guidelines for participants and general information on the meeting’s format are also included. 

Contact: DEV.GVCnetwork@oecd.org   
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GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPANTS 

Format of the meeting 

 The plenary meetings of the OECD Initiative for Policy Dialogue on Global Value Chains (GVCs), 

Production Transformation and Development are conceived as interactive spaces for policy 

dialogue, knowledge creation and for updates on the network among participating countries, 

members of the Advisory Board, and invited stakeholders.  

 The format of the meeting differs from traditional seminars in which published work is presented 

for discussion. 

 The main objective is to share experiences on the topics discussed, in order to generate new 

knowledge and learning by allowing participants to share their experiences with each other. 

 The meeting is organised in sessions, each one of which is dedicated to the discussion of a specific 

topic related to challenges affecting production transformation and GVC policy.  

 Active participation from all participants is encouraged throughout the meeting.  

 

Instructions for participants 

All participants are expected to: 

 Contribute to the debate by sharing their knowledge and experiences, addressing the “Key 

questions for discussion” provided for each section in this booklet. 

 

Moderators are expected to: 

 Steer the discussion in their respective sessions based on the “Key questions for discussion”, 

provided for each section in this booklet. 

 Provide a short summary of the main issues discussed during each session.  

 Manage the session in order to allow enough time for interventions from the table and questions 

and answers and make sure that the overall timetable of the meeting is respected, according to the 

schedule provided in the agenda. 

 

Presenters are expected to: 

 Deliver a (maximum) 10-minute intervention. Presentations can be delivered with or without 

PowerPoint (PPT). When PPTs are used, we suggest showing 6/8 slides, focusing on the main 

points. Extended versions of the presentations can be shared through the Initiative’s restricted-

access web platform. 

 Allow the PPTs (extended version) to be shared with participating countries. 

 Submit their presentations to the Secretariat by emailing: DEV.GVCnetwork@oecd.org and 

Kim.MILLIN@oecd.org 

  

mailto:DEV.GVCnetwork@oecd.org
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Background information about the initiative  
   

The OECD Initiative on Global Value Chains (GVCs), Production Transformation and Development is a 

platform for policy dialogue and knowledge sharing among countries from Africa, Asia, Latin America 

and the OECD. It aims at improving evidence and identifying policy guidelines to promote development 

through production transformation, upgrading and better participation in global value chains. This 

Initiative is part of the implementation of the OECD Strategy on Development, adopted by the OECD 

Council at the Ministerial level in May 2012.  

The Initiative is led by the OECD Development Centre, cooperating with several OECD Directorates, 

including Statistics (STD), Development Cooperation (DCD), Trade and Agriculture (TAD), Science, 

Technology and Innovation (STI), and Financial and Enterprise Affairs (DAF). 

The purpose of the Initiative is to: 

 Improve countries’ capabilities in designing and implementing production transformation 

strategies in open global economies.  

 Improve evidence on global, regional, and local production systems and on the evolution of 

GVCs.  

 Facilitate knowledge-sharing and peer-learning on country experiences in production 

transformation and in participation in GVCs.  

The Initiative is a country-driven process. Countries actively engage in the elaboration of the network’s 

programme of work (PoW) and related activities. It gathers high–level government representatives from 

Ministries in charge of industry, trade, competitiveness, and development and takes a multi-dimensional 

approach to development, promoting dialogue among different Ministries and institutions. 

Countries meet 2 times per year in plenary meetings to discuss the implementation of the program of work 

and share experiences. The meetings are held in Paris and in countries wishing to host them, on a rotating 

basis.  

Meetings are open to participating countries. However, as the Initiative is an open space for policy 

dialogue, countries interested in joining the Initiative can contact the Secretariat and express interest in 

joining a meeting as Observers.   

The Initiative counts with a network of  about 30 countries from Asia, Africa, Latin America and the 

OECD, an Advisory Board of Experts from 11 international organizations (AUC, ILO, ECLAC, ECA, 

ESCAP, ESCWA, UNCTAD, UNIDO, World Bank, WTO and the European Commission), and regular 

consultation with the private sector.           

For more information, please visit the Initiative’s website: http://www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-

chains.htm   

http://www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-chains.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-chains.htm
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 DAY 1: WEDNESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2017 

SESSION 1: SCENARIO SETTING AND LOOKING FORWARD—SCOUTING OUT NEW 

ISSUES OF RELEVANCE FOR GVCS, PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 

WHAT WILL DIGITAL FUTURES LOOK LIKE? 

 

Digital technologies are deeply reshaping the economy and society. The speed, breadth and uncertainty 

that characterise the current context call for better anticipating the possible futures to identify strategic 

options and make better decisions to enhance development opportunities for all. In this context, 

governments in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the OECD, experts and International Organisations are 

looking into the future to anticipate and shape it.  

This session provides a unique opportunity for governments and businesses from Africa, Asia, Latin 

America and the OECD to share their views about possible future scenarios and their implications for 

economic development and production transformation.  

The session starts with a presentation about four scenarios that the OECD Foresight Group is preparing to 

enable better digital strategies in OECD countries that introduces an interactive exercise to enrich the 

existing scenarios with perspectives from developing and emerging economies. 

  

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

OECD (2017), OECD Digital Economy Outlook 2017, OECD Publishing, Paris. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276284-en  

 

UNESCAP (2017), Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade Implementation, United Nations,  

 http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Global%20Report%20Final_26%20Oct%202017.pdf  

 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276284-en
http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Global%20Report%20Final_26%20Oct%202017.pdf
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SESSION 2: COUNTRY STRATEGIES FOR PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION AND 

PARTICIPATION IN GVCS  

PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION POLICY REVIEWS (PTPRS): ACTIONS TO SUCCEED 

IN A CHANGING WORLD 

 

This session focuses on reporting about the implementation of the PTPRs. 

Item 1. Report on the PTPR of Chile 2018. 

Item 2. Report from Colombia on the ongoing Production Development Policy with a view to identifying 

key issues in the forthcoming PTPR of Colombia. 

Item 3. Report from Sri Lanka about their vision for economic transformation towards 2025 

Key questions for discussion 

 

1. What has been the value added of the PTPR process for Chile? 

2. What are the lessons learned from the process of implementation of the PTPR of Chile? 

3. What lessons can be learned from the experiences of Colombia and Sri Lanka? 

4. What international experiences can be relevant for Colombia and Sri Lanka in going 

forward? 

5. What mechanism can be set up by the Initiative to offer a permanent platform for monitoring 

reforms and sharing progress after the completion of each PTPR? 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

OECD (2017), “Production Transformation Policy Reviews: Identifying Actionable Policy Options to 

Succeed in a Changing World”, OECD Development Policy Tools, OECD Publishing, Paris. 

OECD (forthcoming 2018), “Production Transformation Policy Review of Chile: Reaping the benefits of 

new frontiers”, OECD Publishing, Paris. 

 

Bitran, Eduardo (2017): What can governments do to harness the potential of new technologies? OECD 

Development Matters blog, 27 October 2017, in: https://oecd-development-matters.org/2017/10/27/what-

can-governments-do-to-harness-the-potential-of-new-technologies/ 

 

UNESCAP (2015), “Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2015: Supporting Participation in Global 

Value Chains”, United Nations, ESCAP, http://www.unescap.org/publications/asia-pacific-trade-and-

investment-report-2015-supporting-participation-value-chains  

 

UNESCAP (2017), “Handbook on Policies, Promotion and Facilitation of Foreign Direct Investment for 

Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific”, United Nations, ESCAP,   
http://www.unescap.org/resources/handbook-policies-promotion-and-facilitation-foreign-direct-
investment-sustainable-0  

http://www.oecd.org/dev/Identifying-Actionable-Policy-Options.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dev/Identifying-Actionable-Policy-Options.pdf
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2017/10/27/what-can-governments-do-to-harness-the-potential-of-new-technologies/
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2017/10/27/what-can-governments-do-to-harness-the-potential-of-new-technologies/
http://www.unescap.org/publications/asia-pacific-trade-and-investment-report-2015-supporting-participation-value-chains
http://www.unescap.org/publications/asia-pacific-trade-and-investment-report-2015-supporting-participation-value-chains
http://www.unescap.org/resources/handbook-policies-promotion-and-facilitation-foreign-direct-investment-sustainable-0
http://www.unescap.org/resources/handbook-policies-promotion-and-facilitation-foreign-direct-investment-sustainable-0
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SESSION 3: ROUND TABLE ON SECTORAL TRENDS, DYNAMICS AND IMPLICATIONS 

FOR POLICIES 

SHIFTING TO INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE VALUE CHAINS: WHAT ARE COMPANIES 

DOING? 

 

At the 5th Plenary Meeting, hosted by the Government of Chile in November 2015, the Initiative started a 

debate on “Sharing responsibility: companies, consumers and governments for sustainable and inclusive 

production transformation”.  Since then the adoption of the Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development 

Goals has been a landmark in setting global and universal goals for sustainable and inclusive development. 

Bold actions will be needed to achieve them. 

This Roundtable is devoted to take stock of the progresses made by businesses worldwide to change their 

practices and make businesses have a positive impact on the environment and society.. 

 

Key questions for discussion 

 

1. Businesses have been committed to achieving positive impact well before the adoption of 

the SGDs. In what respect do the SDGs call for new forms of responsible business 

conduct?  

2. Are companies taking steps to achieve the SDGs? 

3. Is social and environmental impact becoming a core part of business development?  

4. How can lead-firms enable positive change in the whole supply chain? 

5. What could governments do to generate synergies and incentivise these new, more 

responsible forms of doing business? 

 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

OECD (2016), Development Co-operation Report 2016: The Sustainable Development Goals as Business 

Opportunities, OECD Publishing, Paris. http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/dcr-2016-en  

OECD (2011), OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, 2011 Edition, OECD Publishing, Paris. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264115415-en    

OECD (2017), Global Forum on Responsible Business Conduct, Summary Report, 

http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/global-forum/GFRBC-2017-Summary-Report.pdf  

OECD (2017), Global Forum on Responsible Business Conduct, Session note “Contributing to the 

Sustainable Development Goals through responsible business conduct”, 

http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/global-forum/2017-GFRBC-Session-Note-Contributing-to-SDGs.pdf   

Cerutti, Mario (2017): ”2030 began yesterday”, OECD Development Matters blog, 02 November 2017, 

https://oecd-development-matters.org/2017/11/02/2030-began-yesterday/  

UNESCAP (2012), “Policy Guidebook for SME Development in Asia and the Pacific”, United Nations, 

ESCAP, http://www.unescap.org/resources/policy-guidebook-sme-development-asia-and-pacific  

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/dcr-2016-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264115415-en
http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/global-forum/GFRBC-2017-Summary-Report.pdf
http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/global-forum/2017-GFRBC-Session-Note-Contributing-to-SDGs.pdf
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2017/11/02/2030-began-yesterday/
http://www.unescap.org/resources/policy-guidebook-sme-development-asia-and-pacific
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 DAY 2: THURSDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2017 

SESSION 4: DRIVERS OF PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION, PARTICIPATION AND 

UPGRADING IN GVCS 

ENABLING PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION IN LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES: 

WHAT IS BEING DONE? WHAT CAN BE IMPROVED? 

 

This session focuses on discussing national and development cooperation strategies to enable production 

transformation in least developed countries (LDCs) and on identifying how the PTPR tool could support 

LDCs in defining actionable strategies for economic transformation, in partnership with international 

stakeholders. 

The Agenda 2030 and the Istanbul Programme of Action to build production capabilities in LDCs provide 

a basis for further actions. More will need to be done by national governments and international partners to 

enable sustainable and economic transformation in these economies and sustain them in their path towards 

progress.  

Key questions for discussion 

 

1. What are the needs, visions and priorities of LDCs for their economic transformation?  

2. What is the effective policy space that LDCs have to pursue economic transformation? 

3. How do we finance economic transformation in LDCs? 

4. How do we strengthen government capabilities in LDCs to better plan and implement economic 

transformation strategies? 

5. What forms of development cooperation and partnerships are needed?  

6. How could the PTPR framework help LDCs in harnessing their economic transformation 

potential? 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

OECD/WTO (2017), Aid for Trade at a Glance 2017: Promoting Trade, Inclusiveness and Connectivity for 

Sustainable Development, WTO, Geneva/OECD Publishing, Paris. http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/aid_glance-

2017-en  

 

UNCTAD (2016), “The Least Developed Countries Report 2016”, 

http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ldc2016_en.pdf  

 

UNCDP (2016), “Expanding productive capacities for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals”, 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/cdp_news_archive/2016_ecosoc%20report_ch2.pdf  

Miyamoto, Kaori; Hill Owen; Wu, Yingyin (forthcoming 2017): ”ENHANCING CONNECTIVITY 

THROUGH TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE: The Role of Official Development Finance and Private 

Investment 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/aid_glance-2017-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/aid_glance-2017-en
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ldc2016_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/cdp_news_archive/2016_ecosoc%20report_ch2.pdf
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UNESCAP (2017), “Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2017: Investing in 

infrastructure for an inclusive and sustainable future”, United Nations, ESCAP, 

http://www.unescap.org/publications/asia-pacific-countries-special-needs-2017  

UNESCAP (2017), “Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2017: Channeling Trade and Investment 

into Sustainable Development”, United Nations, ESCAP, 

http://www.unescap.org/publications/APTIR2017  

  

http://www.unescap.org/publications/asia-pacific-countries-special-needs-2017
http://www.unescap.org/publications/APTIR2017
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SESSION 5:  DRIVERS OF PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION, PARTICIPATION AND 

UPGRADING IN GVCS  

TRANSFORMING ASIA AND THE PACIFIC: DIGITAL AND FRONTIER TECHNOLOGIES IN 

THE FUTURE OF THE REGION 

 

This session focuses on discussing the next production revolution in the Asian-Pacific context. This region 

has been the one that has benefited the most from growing international trade and production integration, 

and it is the region with the highest participation in GVCs. The region is also home to many of the new 

tech giants that are revolutionising the global economy. 

India, Indonesia, Thailand and neighbouring countries have experienced rapid development in recent years, 

largely due to their young population and openness to innovations. With the development of enabling 

technologies, such as the Internet of Things, these countries are becoming more digitised. India and 

Indonesia have become strategic markets for some tech giants including Facebook, Amazon, Tencent, and 

Alibaba, and many start-up are using new technologies to revolutionise people’s way of life. China is a 

successful case of upgrading the economy through the internet and digitisation. Can the Chinese model be 

copied or should countries of this region develop their own model? 

With the advent of Industry 4.0, many sectors are facing big opportunities for upgrading, which may be a 

challenge too. How will new technologies accompanying the industry 4.0 revolution, such as big data, AI, 

IoT etc. disrupt society and the economy, and how should the government and international agencies work 

to foster positive impacts from new technologies and innovations? 

 

Key questions for discussion 

 

1. What will be the impact of digital and frontier technologies (robotics, AI, etc.) in the region? 

How does the impact differ across countries? 

2. What evidence is available to show the impact across different economic activities in the Asia 

Pacific?  

3. How are frontier technologies reshaping global and regional value chains?  

4. How can government, industry and academia work together to update the training and 

education systems to create a flexible and adaptable workforce fit for the future? 

5. How do we enable SMEs’ access and use of new technologies for business? 

6. What are the policy priorities for governments to leverage the next production revolution and 

mitigate the downsides of frontier technologies? What should the policy research agenda be 

on this matter for Asia and the Pacific? 

 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENT 

López González, J. and M. Jouanjean (2017), "Digital Trade: Developing a Framework for Analysis", 

OECD Trade Policy Papers, No. 205, OECD Publishing, Paris. http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/524c8c83-en  

 

Sarah Box and Javier Lopez-Gonzalez (2017), “The Future of Technology: Opportunities for ASEAN in 

the Digital Economy” in: Global Megatrends: Implications for the ASEAN Economic Community, 

http://asean.org/storage/2017/09/Ch.2_The-Future-of-Technology-Opportunities-for-ASEAN-in-Digital-

Economy.pdf  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/524c8c83-en
http://asean.org/storage/2017/09/Ch.2_The-Future-of-Technology-Opportunities-for-ASEAN-in-Digital-Economy.pdf
http://asean.org/storage/2017/09/Ch.2_The-Future-of-Technology-Opportunities-for-ASEAN-in-Digital-Economy.pdf
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López González, J. (2017), "Mapping the participation of ASEAN small- and medium- sized enterprises in 

global value chains", OECD Trade Policy Papers, No. 203, OECD Publishing, Paris. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/2dc1751e-en  

 

Lopez Gonzalez, J. (2016), "Using Foreign Factors to Enhance Domestic Export Performance: A Focus on 

Southeast Asia", OECD Trade Policy Papers, No. 191, OECD Publishing, Paris. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jlpq82v1jxw-en  

 

OECD (forthcoming 2017), “Economic Outlook for Southeast Asia, China and India 2018: Fostering 

growth through digitalisation”   

 

UNESCAP (2016), “Science, technology and innovation for sustainable development in Asia and the 

Pacific: Policy Approaches for Least Developed Countries”, United Nations, ESCAP, 

http://www.unescap.org/resources/science-technology-and-innovation-sustainable-development-asia-and-

pacific-policy 

 

UNESCAP (2017), “Innovative Financing for Development in Asia and the Pacific, United Nations, 

ESCAP and STEPI”,  http://www.unescap.org/publications/innovative-financing-development-asia-and-

pacific  

 

UNESCAP (2017), “Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade Implementation in ASEAN”, United Nations, 

ESCAP,  http://www.unescap.org/resources/trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-implementation-asean  

 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/2dc1751e-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jlpq82v1jxw-en
http://www.unescap.org/resources/science-technology-and-innovation-sustainable-development-asia-and-pacific-policy
http://www.unescap.org/resources/science-technology-and-innovation-sustainable-development-asia-and-pacific-policy
http://www.unescap.org/publications/innovative-financing-development-asia-and-pacific
http://www.unescap.org/publications/innovative-financing-development-asia-and-pacific
http://www.unescap.org/resources/trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-implementation-asean
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SESSION 6:  MEASUREMENT, STATISTICS AND METHODOLOGIES FOR EVIDENCE-

BASED POLICY MAKING 

 HARNESSING THE POTENTIAL OF BIG DATA AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR BETTER 

EVIDENCE AND BETTER POLICIES 

As countries are thinking long term and implementing economic transformation strategies the demand for 

more accountable, transparent and effective policies is growing.  

The digital economy is generating new data and is enabling information gathering to an extent, depth and 

timeliness previously unimaginable. New technologies are now used to map transit to support 

infrastructure building and to plan public transport systems, and this is just the beginning. The growing 

amount of information available requires new methods for data analysis and growing attention in selecting 

relevant information and processing it in a useful way. 

 

Key questions for discussion 

1. What kind of new information is big data currently providing and could it provide in the 

future to better design and monitor policy implementation? 

2. What are companies and governments doing in this respect? 

3. What capabilities, tools and methods are needed to process this growing amount of 

information and make it useful for policy makers? 

4. What kind of public-private partnerships are needed to exploit the potential of big data for 

strategy setting and policy making? 

5. How can we combine big data with national official statistical information?  

6. What kind of regulations for data access, privacy and use are needed? 

 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENT 

Sallie Keller, Vicki Lancaster & Stephanie Shipp (2017): “Building Capacity for 

Data Driven Governance: Creating a New Foundation for Democracy, Statistics and Public Policy”, 

DOI: 10.1080/2330443X.2017.1374897  

 

Facebook, OECD, World Bank (2016): “Future of Business Survey”, 

https://eu.futureofbusinesssurvey.org/manager/storyboard/fileHandler.ashx?file=Future_of_Business_Surv

ey_Report.pdf&wmode=opaque   

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/2330443X.2017.1374897
https://eu.futureofbusinesssurvey.org/manager/storyboard/fileHandler.ashx?file=Future_of_Business_Survey_Report.pdf&wmode=opaque
https://eu.futureofbusinesssurvey.org/manager/storyboard/fileHandler.ashx?file=Future_of_Business_Survey_Report.pdf&wmode=opaque


 

CONTACT US! 

Website: www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-chains.htm 

Contact: DEV.GVCnetwork@oecd.org 


