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DAY 1 –IMPROVING ECONOMIC STATISTICS TO RESPOND TO CHANGING POLICY NEEDS 

Time Topic Presenter / Chair/Moderator 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration  

Session 1:  Background and premise of the High-level Meeting Chair of the Meeting  
 

09:00 – 09:45 

 

 

 

Welcome and opening speeches by the organizers 
 
The speeches in this session will set the scene for the event and will link the 
High-level Meeting with ongoing global and regional initiatives that are 
focused on improving economic statistics.  

 
 
Mr Vladimir Miklushevsky  
Governor of Primorsky Krai 
Russian Federation 
 
Mr Alexander Surinov 
Head, Federal State Statistics 
Service of the Russian 
Federation 
 
Ms Rikke M. Hansen 
Chief, Economic and 
Environment Statistics Section, 
ESCAP Statistics Division 
 

09:45 – 10:30 Group photo and the Press conference  
Coffee/Tea break  

 

Session 2: Implications of changing policy environment on macroeconomic statistics Chaired by  
Mr Yuriy Shokamanov 
Director, Department of 
Statistics, Eurasian  Economic 
Commission 
 

10:30 – 11:00 Changing world economy and its implications for macroeconomic statistics 
 
This presentation will give an overview of the major turning points for the world 
economy over the past decade and changed requirements for macroeconomic 
statistics with a focus on the G-20 Data Gaps Initiative.  

Mr Robert Dippelsman 
Deputy Director, Real Sector 
Division, IMF Statistics 
Department 

11:00 – 11:30 Coherent macroeconomic statistics for coherent policies 
 
This presentation will highlight the integrated nature of the existing 
macroeconomic statistical frameworks (especially of the Balance of Payments 
and International Investment Position and the Government Finance Statistics 
with respect to the System of National Accounts but also of Monetary and 
Financial Statistics), and how they interplay in order depict a coherent picture of 
the economic environment while serving specific policy needs. 

Ms Aycan Ozek 
Deputy Director, Monetary and 
Financial Statistics Division,  
Central Bank of Republic of 
Turkey 
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11:30 – 13:00 Spotlight on Country Experiences, Panel Discussion 
 
The representatives of the National Bank of Kazakhstan and the Ministry of 
Finance of Mongolia will be invited to present their national experiences as 
users of macroeconomic indicators. The presentations will be followed by a 
panel discussion. The panelists will act as discussants of the presentations given 
in Session 2.  
 
After the panel discussion the floor will be opened for a plenary discussion on 
the entire session and the Session Chair will provide his summary. 
 
Possible questions to be discussed in light of the presentations: 
 

 Where are the observed gaps between economic statistics and the 
economy? 

 What are the main areas for improvement for macroeconomic 
statistics in order to respond better to the policy needs, e.g. where 
are the gaps, shortcomings? 

 How can we take users’ needs better into account in the production 
and dissemination of macroeconomic statistics? 

Panelists: Representatives of 
the National Bank of 
Kazakhstan, Ministry of Finance 
of Mongolia, the State 
Committee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan on Statistics, the 
Eurasian Economic Commission  

Moderator:  
Ms Rikke M. Hansen  
Chief, Economic and 
Environment Statistics Section, 
ESCAP Statistics Division 
  

 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch  

Session 3: Recent updates in the macroeconomic statistical frameworks and their 
implementation at the national level 

Chaired by  
Mr Andrey Tatarinov  
Director, National Accounts  
Department, Federal State 
Statistics Service of the Russian 
Federation 
 

14:00 – 14:40 The System of National Accounts and the implementation of integrated 
economic statistics 
 
In this presentation, the current version of the System of National Accounts 
(2008 SNA) will be presented as the main integrating framework for all 
economic statistics along with the implementation challenges related to global 
production, financial services, etc. The presentation will also make the case for 
an integrated approach to the statistical production process, with a special 
focus on improving the institutional environment including the national 
statistical offices, central banks and ministries of finance and the underlying 
basic statistics for the compilation of national accounts giving examples from 
the participating countries when possible. 
  

Mr Benson Sim 
Statistician, National Accounts 
Section, UNSD 

14:40 – 15:20 Spotlight on Country Experiences 
 
Mongolia will be invited to present their experience in reforming their 
institutional environment and data production processes in order to improve 
quality of their statistics with a focus on macroeconomic statistics. 

Ms Badamtsetseg Batjargal 
Senior Vice Chairperson, 
National Statistical Office of 
Mongolia  

15:20 – 15:40 Coffee/Tea break  
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15:40 – 16:20 Balance of Payments and International Investment Position and, Government 
Finance Statistics: progress made and challenges ahead 
 
The latest revisions of the international standards pertaining to balance of 
payments and government finance statistics (BPM6 and GFS 2014) have led to 
further conceptual and methodological harmonization of these guidelines with 
the SNA. However, technical and practical challenges remain in the full 
implementation of these standards in the participating countries. This 
presentation will give the status of balance of payments and government 
finance statistics and will touch upon the next steps for the participating 
countries to reach desired levels of implementation. 

Mr Robert Dippelsman 
Deputy Director, Real Sector 

Division, IMF Statistics 

Department 

16:20 – 17:30 Discussion and Session Chair’s summary 
 
Possible questions to be discussed in light of the presentations: 
 

 What are the hindrances and opportunities for the full 
implementation of international standards for macroeconomic 
statistics? 

 How can we identify the changes needed for a more enabling 
institutional set-up to produce relevant and coherent 
macroeconomic statistics? 

 How do we mitigate risks, from the point of view of statisticians and 
policy makers that come with major methodological revisions to 
macroeconomic statistics? 

 How can national statistical offices, as coordinators of national 
statistical systems better support and ensure the improvement of 
economic statistics? 

Chaired by 
Mr Andrey Tatarinov  
Director, National Accounts  
Department, Federal State 
Statistics Service of the Russian 
Federation 
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DAY 2 – ACCELARATING IMPLEMENTATION OF MACROECONOMIC STATISTICAL FRAMEWORKS 

Time Topic Presenter / Chair/Moderator 

09:00 – 09:10 Recapitulation of discussions on Day 1 and introduction of Day 2 Chair of the Meeting  
 

Session 4: Way forward for improving economic statistics in the region  Chaired by  
Ms Rikke M. Hansen  
Chief, Economic and 
Environment Statistics Section, 
ESCAP Statistics Division 

 
09:10 – 09:40 Ensuring sustainable production of quality macroeconomic statistics: A 

regional perspective 
 
The presentation will focus on the role of regional (and global) initiatives in 
responding to the challenges to ensure the sustainable production of quality 
macroeconomic statistics. This presentation will refer to various assessments 
conducted on the production and dissemination of economic statistics, 
especially within the framework of the Regional Programme on Economic 
Statistics in Asia and the Pacific. 

Ms Zeynep Orhun Girard 
Statistician, Economic and 
Environment Statistics Section, 
ESCAP Statistics Division 
 

09:40 – 10:40 Panel Discussion: Planning and financing improvement of economic statistics 
 
The panellists representing government agencies and international 
organizations will be invited for a discussion on how to plan and finance the 
improvement of economic statistics.  
 
Possible questions for the panelists: 
 

 How can change be achieved at the national level through regional 
and international cooperation on economic statistics? Can you give 
concrete examples? 

 How can domestic financing of economic statistics be increased? 
 How can national statistical offices better coordinate with central 

banks and ministries of finance in producing and disseminating 
macroeconomic statistics? 

 What are the expectations of countries from international 
organizations in implementing international standards? 

 How can countries support better coordination among development 
partners? 

Panelists: Representatives of the 
Ministry of Finance of 
Uzbekistan, National Bank of 
Armenia and the National 
Statistical Offices of 
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Viet 
Nam and UNSD 
 
Moderator:  
Mr Robert Dippelsman 
Deputy Director, Real Sector 
Division, IMF Statistics 
Department  

10:40 – 11:10 Coffee / Tea break   
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11:10 – 13:00 Break-out session: Discussion on the Vladivostok Outcome Statement for 

improving economic statistics and accelerating the implementation of related 

international standards  

 Country teams and international organizations will discuss the 
Vladivostok Outcome Statement among themselves and how the 
statement can be operationalized in order to improve basic economic 
statistics and the implementation of related international standards 
in respective countries making use of regional and sub-regional 
channels. Mobilization of resources at the national and international 
levels will also be discussed. 

 

Countries and international 

organizations 

Group 1: Afghanistan, Turkey, 
Mongolia and Viet Nam 
Group 2: Armenia,  the Russian 
Federation, Kyrgyzstan  and 
Tajikistan 
Group 3: Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch  

14.00 – 14:30 Report back to Plenary on the action plans and the Session Chair’s summary Countries 
 
Chaired by  
Ms Rikke M. Hansen  
Chief, Economic and 
Environment Statistics Section, 
ESCAP Statistics Division 

 
Session 5: Vladivostok Outcome Statement and closing Chair of the Meeting  

Mr Alexander Surinov 
Head, Federal State Statistics 
Service of the Russian 
Federation 

14.30 – 15:15 Adoption of the Vladivostok Outcome Statement of the High-level Meeting 
and Way Forward 

 

15:15 – 15:30 Closing remarks Mr Alexander Surinov, Head, 
Federal State Statistics Service 
of the Russian Federation 
  
Ms Rikke M. Hansen, Chief, 
Economic and Environment 
Statistics Section, ESCAP 

 


