
 

 

                                                                                                    

 

Regional Conference on Aligning Corporate Sustainability with SDGs 

Bangkok, 20 May 2015 

 At the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in in Rio de Janeiro 2012 

(Rio+20) member States adopted an Outcome Document, The Future we Want and agreed to launch a 

process to develop Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), building on the Millennium Development Goals, 

as part of the post-2015 development agenda. The intergovernmental Open Working Group (OWG) set up for 

this purpose presented its proposal on 19 July 2014 comprising 17 goals and 169 targets.
1
 The SDGs are 

expected to be finally adopted as an integrated part of the United Nations Post-2015 development agenda at 

a United Nations summit on 25-27 September 2015.  

 The Rio+20 Outcome Document also called for a balanced integration of the three dimensions of 

sustainable development: economic efficiency, social inclusion and environmental protection. This will be the 

focus of the Second Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, to be held on 21 and 22 May 2015 in 

Bangkok, which provides regional input to the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development at the 

global level.  

Given the imminent adoption of SDGs and the core role business needs to play in achieving 

sustainable development, this regional conference is organized to gather business views as input to the Asia-

Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development. Organized by ESCAP in collaboration with the Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) and the ESCAP 

Business Advisory Council (EBAC) and its Sustainable Business Network, the conference aims to:  

- Discuss what the upcoming adoption of SDGs means for business and hear views of the private 

sector on the role of Asian-Pacific business in achieving sustainable development and the SDGs.  

- Propose tools and strategies to improve corporate sustainability and better align business 

sustainability strategies with the SDGs. 

- Showcase examples of responsible and inclusive business initiatives from the Asian and Pacific 

region. 

- Provide guidance to policy makers on what is needed to advance corporate sustainability.   

In particular, the conference will discuss the following three main topics: 

1. How does the private sector in the region view its role in achieving sustainable development and the 

SDGs? What is needed to increase the willingness and ability of the private sector to adopt 
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responsible business practices that effectively integrate the three dimensions of sustainable 

development?  

2. What can governments do to provide an enabling environment for business to be an effective 

partner in achieving sustainable development? 

3. What are the main modalities, international initiatives and instruments to advance corporate 

sustainability and responsible business practices, such as the United Nations Global Compact, and 

how do they link to SDGs? What additional frameworks, tools or policies are needed to help business 

align sustainability strategies with SDGs? 

 As stated above, the outcome of the discussions from the Conference will feed into the discussions 

at the Second Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development on 21-22 May 2015. It will also provide input 

to work on inclusive business within the framework of the G20 under the presidency of Turkey.  

Tentative agenda 

09.00 – 09.20 Opening remarks 

 

Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary 

of ESCAP  

 

Mohamed Iqbal Rawther, Chairperson, ESCAP Business Advisory Council (EBAC) 

 

Opening remarks by co-organizing partners 

 

09.20 – 10.20 The Post-2015 development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – 

What impact for corporate sustainability strategies? 

 

The sustainable development goals (SDGs), to be adopted in September 2015 as part of the 

United Nations Post-2015 development agenda, are intended to provide the goals, targets 

and indicators against which to measure societal progress over the period 2015-2030. This 

session will explore what the goals are expected to cover, what the impact of their 

adoption may be on business sustainability strategies, and how business can contribute to 

the goals.  

 

- What are the SDGs and how do they apply to business?  

- What will change with their adoption?  

- What impact will the adoption of the goals have on sustainability strategies of 

companies?  

- How can existing CSR frameworks support SDG fulfilment? 

- How can the SDGs support the drive for more inclusive and sustainable business 

practices?  

- How can business be effectively engaged in fulfilling the SDGs?  

 

10.20 – 11.20 Sustainability monitoring and disclosure – how can it help drive the process?  

 

Based on the premise what you can’t measure you can’t manage, a number of different 

sustainability reporting and disclosure tools and mechanisms exist today to support 

companies in integrating sustainability considerations throughout their business 



 

 

operations. This session will discuss the landscape of tools for monitoring, reporting and 

disclosure, and how they it can drive increased sustainability.   

 

- What are the tools for measuring and reporting on sustainability?   

- To what extend are they used in Asia and the Pacific?  

- What are the challenges in ensuring harmonized reporting, and how can they be 

addressed?  

- How can company sustainability reporting be linked to SDG monitoring?   

- How can reporting frameworks such as the GRI drive implementation? 

- What is integrated reporting, and how can it contribute to change?   

- What accountability mechanisms exist for ensuring quality reporting? 

 

11.20 – 12.30  

 

Integrating sustainability in business operations and stimulating SDG related 

investments: Private sector views and experiences  

 

This session will discuss the level and scope of business implementation of sustainability 

considerations in day-to-day operations of companies in the region today. It will provide 

examples from the region of how companies are expanding and deepening their 

implementation of sustainability practices, and discuss remaining challenges and how 

these can be addressed. The session will also discuss private sector solutions for addressing 

key SDG goals, and discuss what is needed to expand their uptake in the region.   

 

12.30 – 14.00 Lunch 

 

14.00 – 15.00 Increasing sustainability and enabling the SDGs: What role for banking and finance?  

 

As they main provider of finance, the banking and investment sector has a huge potential 

in pushing for increased sustainability among lenders and investees.  In the Asia-Pacific 

region, an increasing number of banks are also adopting sustainability strategies, and some 

stock exchanges are mandating or requiring sustainability reporting on a ‘comply or 

explain’ basis.  This session will explore what is being done today, and how the banking 

sector, stock exchanges and investment funds in the region can play a larger role in driving 

company sustainability implementation and disclosure in the region.   

 

15.00 – 16.00 Enabling increased sustainability of business operations: What role for Governments?  

 

This session will elicit private sector views on what is needed from Governments to 

incentivize and push for increased integration of sustainability considerations in 

companies, and how Governments, the private sector and civil society could best work 

together to ensure speedy implementation of the SDGs.   

 

16.00 – 16.30 Summary and conclusions 

  

 


