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Information on the PTPR-PLG of Shenzhen, China 

 

The Peer-Learning Group (PLG) Meeting is organised in the framework of the Production 
Transformation Policy Review (PTPR) of Shenzhen, China.  

More information on the PTPRs is available in OECD (2017). The PTPRs are carried out in the 
framework of the OECD Initiative for Policy Dialogue on Global Value Chains (GVCs), Production 
Transformation and Development.  

The PTPR-PLG is open to member countries of the Initiative and other public and private 
stakeholders willing to join. PTPR-PLG members commit to accompany the PTPR process by sharing 
knowledge when participating in the PTPR-PLG meeting and by sharing information during the 
review process. The objectives of the PTPR-PLG Meeting are to enable targeted peer-dialogue on key 
issues that emerge during the PTPR process, and to identify lessons learned and key recommendations 
based on multi-stakeholder dialogue. Each country, region, city is unique and as such there is no “one 
size fits all” approach. Peer learning and knowledge sharing are key to enhancing the quality and 
impact of policies, especially in global open economies.  

The PTPR-PLG of Shenzhen aims at enabling peer and multi-stakeholder dialogue on the factors that 
can enable Shenzhen’s future transformation, and at identifying key recommendations for the city in 
light of global trends and experiences in supporting innovation, deepening regional cooperation and 
the impact of Industry 4.0 on GVCs. 

The PTPR-PLG Meeting is the first activity of the PTPR of Shenzhen. The PTPR will be presented at 
the One Belt One Road (OBOR) Annual Meeting hosted by the Municipality of Shenzhen in 
December 2018 and will be launched in January 2019. 

The PTPR-PLG is conceived as a space for knowledge sharing and peer-dialogue.  

All participants to the PTPR-PLG of Shenzhen are invited to: 

→ Revise and comment on the Background Notes provided for discussion for each session. 
→ Actively participate in the debate 
→ Share views and experiences with a view to identify good practices to share with Shenzhen. 
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9:00 - 9:30 INTRODUCTION TO THE PLG OF THE PTPR OF SHENZHEN  

Annalisa Primi, Head, Structural Policies and Innovation Unit, OECD Development 
Centre  

Shiwei Wang, Counsel, Development Research Center, Shenzhen Municipal People’s 
Government, China  

9:30 - 10:30 TRANSFORMING SHENZHEN: WHAT’S NEXT? 

In less than 30 years, Shenzhen grew from a fisherman’s village of 30,000 inhabitants in 
the 1970s to a global trade and logistics centre of over 18 million inhabitants. Today the 
city is prioritising innovation. It invests over 4% of its GDP in R&D, a rate twice that of 
the rest of China, supports venture capital, and is home to some of the world’s largest 
tech firms, such as Huawei, ZTE, Tencent and BYD.  

This session focuses on discussing the progress and future challenges related to 
economic transformation in Shenzhen.  

Shiwei Wang, Counsel, Development Research Center, Shenzhen Municipal People’s 
Government, China  

10:30 - 12:00  SESSION 1.  WHAT MAKES INNOVATION HUBS THRIVE?  

Over the last three decades Shenzhen has transformed itself into a global manufacturing 
powerhouse. Moving forward, Shenzhen is looking to shift from quantity to quality and 
to become a global innovation hub where start-ups can flourish and expand. Each 
ecosystem is unique, but there are common factors that contribute to making global 
innovation hubs successful. 

1. What characterises world leading innovation hubs? 
2. Which factors explain the success of world leading innovation hubs? 
3. How to foster the creation and expansion of start-ups? 
4. What is the role of the science-base in supporting innovation? Will it be more or 

less important in the future? 
5. What is the role of the production base and of leading companies in shaping 

innovation hubs? What is their role in enabling start-up creation and expansion? 
6. What skills are needed and how to attract the right talents for innovation? 

Kick-off intervention 

 

Marta Perez Cusó, Economic Affairs Officer, Technological and Innovation Section, 

Investment and Innovation Division, ESCAP  

Annalisa Primi, Head, Structural Policies and Innovation Unit, OECD Development 
Centre  

Moderator  

Danhui Yang, Director, Department of Resource and Environment, Institute of 
Industrial Economics (IIE), Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), China  

 

12:00 - 13:30 Lunch Break 

13:30 - 15:00 SESSION 2.   STRENGTHENING COOPERATION BETWEEN REGIONS TO 
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INCREASE INNOVATION AND COMPETITIVENESS  

Proximity matters for innovation and leveraging on cooperation between different 
regions can increase competitiveness by bringing together diverse capabilities, 
expanding markets and fostering broader and deeper linkages. Increasing cooperation 
between different regions also helps to better design and implement policies in 
accordance to economic and not only administrative boundaries. This is particularly 
important for policies linked to production and innovation infrastructure. In this respect, 
Shenzhen is planning to strengthen the cooperation with Macao and Hong-Kong.   

1. How to promote cooperation between different regions? 
2. What type of governance arrangements are more effective in enabling cross-

regional production and innovation clusters to succeed? 
3. What mechanisms can enable the financing of innovation in a cross-regional 

perspective?   
4. Can cooperation between regions contribute to strengthening image and 

reputation in global markets?  

Kick-off intervention 

Peter Berkowitz, Head, Smart and Sustainable Growth, Directorate-General for 
Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 

Moderator 

Santiago Matallana, Director, Private Sector Development, National Planning 
Department, Colombia 

15:00 - 15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30 - 17:00 SESSION 3: HOW IS INDUSTRY 4.0 TRANSFORMING GVCS? 

Digital technologies and automation are redefining the organisation of production and 
service delivery globally. The growing electronic content of manufacturing devices and 
the growing application of digital technologies in manufacturing processes are 
contributing to redefining the shape and length of value chains. Countries and cities that 
have extensively relied on attracting FDI and participating in GVCs as major drivers of 
development need to anticipate the potential impact of these technological changes on 
their economic structure to be better prepared for the future.  

Key questions 

1. How is Industry 4.0 transforming production and service delivery? 
2. How are new technologies, digitalisation and automation impacting different 

industries? Are these changes reshaping global value chains? How? 
3. What is the role of digital trade in the future? 
4. What can governments do to enable a positive transition towards the digital 

economy?  
5. How can policies take into account the different challenges and opportunities of 

different industries? 
6. Will GVCs of the future require different policy approaches? 

Kick-off intervention 

Christine Falken-Grosser, Economic Counsellor, Coordination of bilateral 
cooperation on ‘Industry 4.0’, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in 
Bangkok, Germany 
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Moderator 

Nadim Ahmad, Head, Trade and Competitiveness Statistics Division, Statistics 
Directorate, OECD 

17:00 - 17:15 CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS   

 


