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I.   Introduction 

 

1. APDIM is established as a regional institution of the Commission. 

In accordance with its statute, annexed to resolution 71/11 on the 

establishment of the Asian and Pacific centre for the development of 

disaster information management, the activities of APDIM are in line 

with relevant policy decisions adopted by the General Assembly, the 

Economic and Social Council and the Commission, and contribute to 

the organizational goals of ESCAP.  

2. APDIM is subject to the financial and staff regulations and rules of 

the United Nations and the applicable administrative instructions. It 

reports its activities to the Commission annually as part of the 

subprogramme on information and communications technology and 

disaster risk reduction and management of ESCAP. 

3.  The present document outlines the governance and the 

administrative and financial status of APDIM.  

 

                                                 
∗

 The present document is being issued without formal editing. 
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II.    Governance 

 

4. The governing structure of APDIM has been established. At its 
seventy-second session in May 2016, the Commission elected – along 
with the host country the Islamic Republic of Iran – the following 
members and associate members of ESCAP as members of the 
Governing Council of the Centre for the period 2016-2019: 
Bangladesh; Cambodia; Macao, China; Nepal; Pakistan; the 
Philippines; Sri Lanka; and Turkey. 

5. The Governing Council held its first session in New Delhi on 
2 November 2016. In accordance with paragraph 30 of the statute of 
the Centre, set out in the annex to Commission resolution 71/11, and 
relevant rules of ESCAP, the Council adopted its own rules of 
procedure.1 

6. APDIM’s programme of work has been put in place. The 
Governing Council at its first session endorsed the Centre’s strategic 
plan and programme direction2, which has been aligned closely with 
the statute of the Centre and the Commission’s strategic framework.  

7. The Governing Council also endorsed the work plan of APDIM 
and its capacity-building and advocacy activities for 2016-2017 and 
the proposed outputs of APDIM for the programme of work of ESCAP 
for the biennium 2018-2019 under the subprogramme on information 
and communications technology and disaster risk reduction and 
management.3  

8. The report of the Governing Council on its first session was 
submitted to and endorsed by the Commission at its seventy-third 
session, in May 2017.4 

III.  Establishing the Centre 

9. Resolution 71/11 requested the Executive Secretary to take all the 
necessary measures to ensure that APDIM is established promptly, 
including the conclusion of a headquarters agreement between the host 
country and the United Nations. APDIM will be located in Tehran, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. A road map for establishing the Centre and 
its operations in Tehran has been prepared. 

10. The Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction at its fifth 
session held in Bangkok on 10-12 October 2017 decided to hold the 

                                                 
1

 Adoption of the rules of procedures of the Governing Council 

(E/ESCAP/APDIM/GC(1)/1) 

2 Strategic plan and programme direction of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the 

Development of Disaster Information Management (E/ESCAP/APDIM/GC(1)2) 

3
 Consideration of the work plan for 2016-2017 and the programme of work for the 

biennium 2018-2019 (E/ESCAP/APDIM/GC(1)3) 
4
 Report of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the 

Development of Disaster Information Management on its first session 

(E/ESCAP/73/19) 
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second session of the Governing Council of APDIM in Tehran in 
January 2018, aiming at simultaneous establishment and running of the 
Centre in the host country. In this regard, the secretariat took the 
necessary steps for setting up APDIM’s presence in Tehran in 
consultation with the host Government and with the support of the 
Office of the Resident Coordinator in Tehran. 

11. The secretariat has been engaged in an intensive process of 
consultations with the host Government to finalize the host country 
agreement between the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and ESCAP for establishing the Centre as a regional institution of the 
Commission, pursuant to Commission resolution 71/11. The 
preparation of the host county agreement has been carried out in close 
consultation with the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations 
Secretariat. The agreement will be ready for signature by ESCAP and 
the host Government during the second session of the Governing 
Council of ESCAP.  

12. Consultations between the secretariat and the host Government 
have also continued with regard to office space in Tehran. The 

Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and secretariat are 

working on pending details to finalize the work on the Sepand 
premises, which were kindly offered by the Government to host 
APDIM, so as to fully comply with the United Nations minimum 
operating security and other standards. 

13. In the interim, and in accordance with the decision of the 
Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction, APDIM will begin its 
operations in Tehran in January 2018. The Centre will be temporarily 
set up in the United Nations premises, pending finalization of the 
aforementioned premises which will host the permanent office space of 
the Centre.  

IV.  Administrative matters 

14. In accordance with the recommendations of the evaluation 
of APDIM which was endorsed by the Commission in resolution 71/11, 
an interim management team for APDIM is established. The interim 
team is responsible for developing and implementing APDIM’s 
programme of work and supporting the necessary steps for the 
establishment of the Centre as an ESCAP regional institution with the 
programmatic support of the Information and Communications 
Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, and in close 
cooperation with the Strategy and Programme Management Division 
and the Division of Administration of ESCAP.  

15.  The present temporary APDIM management team consists 
of professional staff (Senior Adviser P5, Senior Programme Officer P5) 
and general service staff (Programme Assistant G5, Administrative 
Assistant G6) recruited by ESCAP using the extrabudgetary 
contribution from the host Government. As operational activities 
accelerate in 2018, a Director (D1) and a Project Officer (P4) will be 
recruited. 
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16. The Director of Information and Communications 
Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division of ESCAP oversees 
and supervises APDIM’s programme and activities as Officer-in-
Charge of the Centre.  

17. The organizational chart of APDIM as of 8 January 2018 is 
as follows: 

 

  
 

V.    Financial status 

 

18. APDIM’s programmes and operations are funded by voluntary 
contributions from member and associate members of ESCAP.  

19. In 2016, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
contributed a first tranche of US$321,500 for the implementation of 
resolution 71/11 on the establishment of APDIM and its 
operationalization, and US$40,000 for the implementation of 
resolution 72/7 on regional cooperation on sand and dust storms 
through the programme of work of APDIM. 

20. Cash contributions received from the Islamic Republic of Iran 
for institutional support account received during the year ended 30 
November 2017 is at US$2,683,973.  

21. The Government of the Macao Special Administrative Region, 
China, also contributed a voluntary cash contribution of US$10,000 for 
the institutional support account of APDIM. 

22. The Centre’s total expenditure for the year as of 30 November 
2017 is US$151,236. Expenditure items mainly include staff and 
personnel; missions and regional workshops; contractual services. The 
annex provides a summary of the financial accounts of APDIM. 

 

 

Senior Adviser (P5)  

Project Officer (P4) 

(vacant)  

Administrative Assistant (G6) 

Senior Programme Officer (P5) Consultants 

Programme Assistant (G5) 
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VI.  Issues for consideration 

23. The Governing Council may wish to note that the secretariat and 
the host Government will pursue consultations towards finalizing the 
headquarters agreement and the agreement on administrative and 
financial arrangements between the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and ESCAP for establishing APDIM as a regional 
institution of the Commission, in line with Commission resolution 
71/11.  

24. The Governing Council may wish to note that the host 
Government will also finalize in consultation with the secretariat the 
detailed renovations needed for bringing the Sepand premises for 
hosting the permanent office of APDIM into compliance with the 
United Nations minimum operating security and other standards.  

25. The members of the Governing Council may wish to take active 
roles in mobilizing support for APDIM’s activities at the subregional 
and regional levels, including by identifying key technical partner 
institutions for APDIM in their respective countries. 

26. The Council may also wish to also encourage ESCAP members 
and associate members to provide financial and/or in-kind contribution 
to support the development and delivery of APDIM’s capacity 
development programme. 

____________ 
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Annex: Contributions and status of accounts 

A. Financial statement of APDIM for the year ended 30 November 

2017 (in United States Dollars) 
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B. Financial statement of APDIM for the year ended 30 November 

2017, by project components (in United States Dollars) 
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C. Cash Contributions for Institutional Support Account received 

during the year ended 30 November 2017 (in United States Dollars)  

 


