
PNG Perspective of Shipping  Administration 
in PNG-ASEAN Countries & Subregion



The Department of Transport. Specifically 
Maritime Transport Division regulates the 
statutory responsibilities of dealing with water 
borne transportation. It’s primary objective is to 
ensure and maintain safe and efficient water 
transport services in PNG through the monitoring 
and regulating of the Merchant Shipping Act in 
PNG waters. It is also responsible for the 
operations and maintenance of the Coastal 
Infrastructure and the facilities such that shipping 
and related activities are conducted in accordance 
with international standard and practices.  



PNG National Budget do allocate yearly 
operational fund of around 10 million annually.

The PNG Port Authority generate money from 
shipping industries from fees and levies annually.

The organization pays dividend to the government 
annually. The rest are added to the operational 
cost and purchasing of logistics such as 
machineries and equipment.  The organization 
remains the one of many statutory bodies of the 
government of PNG.   



Swire Shipping is the most regular trader liner 
from abroad the calls in and out of PNG on a 
normal routine. They make up approximately 
60 % and serve the South East Asia – PNG 
Solomon Island route. The other regular liner is 
the Australia New Zealand Liner (ANL) which 
supplies the PNG – PNG/Solomon & New 
Zealand/Pacific Islands – PNG route.



The Ports of Lae & Port Moresby are the dominant ports for 
movement of cargo into and out of Papua New Guinea. 
Between them they account for just over 70 % of the 
country’s total seaborne trade, with Lae being the largest 
contributor by 48% and Port Moresby contributing 25% on 
annual bases. For the period between 31st July 2011 to 31st

July 2012 the collective cargo throughput for those ports was 
6, 699, 426 (TEUs) of the total 8, 815, 035 (TEUs) recorded. 
Lae port has 5 main wharves; 3 for International vessels and 
the other two for Coastal (domestic) vessels.

PNG PCL has undertaken major port infrastructure projects 
such as the PNG K320 million Lae Port Expansion project 
which is due for completion in 2015 and the redevelopment  
(remodelling) Projects in both ports to improve it’s condition 
and capacity. 



The main Trading Routes of the Inter-island 
shipping in the Pacific region that en route 
PNG are the Guam – PNG, Solomon Islands to 
PNG and PNG- Fiji



On a monthly bases, Papua New Guinea 
recieves a minimum average of 15 ships en 
route Pacific Island nations. 



Inter- Island Shipping in the Pacific regionis far 
from adequate. One of the biggest challenges 
faced in the regiopn is how to provide reliable, 
frequent inter-islandshipping services as a 
result of the small sized and narrow economies 
of scale. 



The Open Tax Free Trade within the Pacific 
region can be one of the suggestions to solve 
challenges and constraints of inter –island 
shipping.

Thank ALL


