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Policy makers and other stakeholders require a  
consistent and coherent understanding of the 
underlying drivers of economic growth including:

System of National Accounts 
as integrating framework

underlying drivers of economic growth, including:

• Growth in capital accumulation 

• Changes in employment 

• Labour and capital productivity

Li k b t i li i d• Linkages between macroeconomic policies and 
industrial and sectoral policies 
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 This implies the need for consistent and 
coherent data to

System of National Accounts 
as integrating framework

• Monitor progress

• Evaluate whether or not goals are being achieved

 To achieve this, a statistical framework that can 
organize, integrate and reconcile data is needed

 The statistical framework needs to provide data 
of sufficient scope, detail, quality and timeliness
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System of National Accounts 
as integrating framework

 The System of National Accounts (SNA) ensures 
economic statistics are conceptually consistent with 
economic theoryeconomic theory
• Ensures consistency of concepts, definitions and 

classifications used in different but related fields of 
statistics

• Serves as accounting framework to ensure numerical 
consistency of data from various sources 

 Consequently the SNA provides an overarching Consequently, the SNA provides an overarching 
integrating framework for macroeconomic statistics to 
facilitate economic analysis and policy formulation

 Latest version: 2008 SNA
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System of National Accounts 
as integrating framework
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 Global level

• Objective
▫ Change over to the 2008 SNA

Implementing the 2008 SNA

Change over to the 2008 SNA

▫ Improve scope, detail and quality of the national 
accounts and supporting statistics

• Principles
▫ Strategic planning 

▫ Coordination, monitoring and reporting

I i t ti ti l t▫ Improving statistical systems
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 Global level - Operationalize 2008 SNA 
implementation

St t i l i f k NSDS th t t i

Implementing the 2008 SNA

• Strategic planning framework: NSDS as the strategic 
planning framework

• Information structure: Facilitates co-ordination, 
monitoring and reporting on SNA implementation  
based on internationally-agreed scope and compliance 
for the national accounts and supporting statistics 

• Modalities: Training and technical cooperation, 
publication of manuals and handbooks, research and 
advocacy

• Stages of implementation: leading to the change over 
to the 2008 SNA. Review, Adaptation and Application
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 Regional level
• Plans are in line with global implementation plan

Implementing the 2008 SNA

▫ For example, UNESCAP’s Regional Programme for the 
Improvement of Economic Statistics in Asia and the Pacific

 Need for national implementation plans
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 National level

• Identify the macro economic policy needs to determine 
th d d t il f th ti l t th t

Implementing the 2008 SNA

the scope and detail of the national accounts that 
needs to be compiled

• Assess the adequacy of the statistical production 
process to provide the required data for the 
compilation of the national accounts

• Identify the required actions for implementationIdentify the required actions for implementation

• Develop a statement of strategy
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Required actions

Regulatory and institutional framework – strengthen

Implementing the 2008 SNA

Regulatory and institutional framework strengthen 
the functioning of NSS, its programming, management and 
performance

Statistical infrastructure – strengthen use of standards 
(2008 SNA), classifications (ISIC Rev 4), registers and 
frames modernizing information management andframes, modernizing information management and 
information technology

Statistical operations – strengthen data collection, 
compilation, dissemination and analysis
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Implementing the 2008 SNA

 What can be inferred?
• Global initiative for the implementation of the 2008 SNA 

follows an integrated statistics approach

• Scope goes beyond the production of macroeconomic 
accounts to the statistical production process of basic 
statistics and to aspects of the institutional environment

 Helps to address lack of availability of basic data sources 
which is identified as one of two obstacles hindering SNA 
implementation in Friends of the Chair report on the p p
barriers to the implementation of the 1993 SNA
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Integrated statistics approach

 Integrated statistics are a set of statistics that present a 
consistent and coherent picture of economic activities 
for policy, business and other analytical uses

 Is about use of common concepts, definitions, 
estimation methods and data sources for statistical 
reconciliation

 Moves away from a narrow functional (“stovepipe”) view 
of specialized sectoral and indicator production 
processes to a cross functional (holistic) view ofprocesses to a cross-functional (holistic) view of 
developing indicators from a balanced statistical system 
producing coherent basic statistics and sectoral and 
macroeconomic accounts
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Integrated statistics approach

Three building blocks
 Common conceptual framework provided by the SNA

 Institutional arrangements (legislative organizational Institutional arrangements (legislative, organizational, 
budgetary, managerial and customer relationship 
arrangements) further support the environment for 
integration

 Statistical production process as an integrated production 
chain from the collection of basic data to the dissemination 
of statisticsof statistics
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Main benefits
Consistency and coherence

• Between monthly and other short-term indicators and 
quarterly and annual macroeconomic data on the state of

Integrated statistics approach

quarterly and annual macroeconomic data on the state of 
the economy 

• Across sectors in depicting trends in, and the distribution 
of, economic activity across products, industries, and 
regions

Transparency 
• In concepts and definitions so that decision-makers are 

i t i f i t l t dusing common metrics for macroeconomic, sectoral, trade, 
financial, and other policies 

Accuracy 
• In the economic data through the reconciliation of 

discrepancies across data from different sources as part of 
the integration process 
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Main benefits
Reduction in reporting burden and increase in cost efficiency 

• In the production of data through the use of common 
definitions common or reconciled business registers common

Integrated statistics approach

definitions, common or reconciled business registers, common 
or integrated questionnaires, common and integrated electronic 
data collection, processing, and dissemination systems, use of 
administrative records, and other strategies for integration 

Relevance and timeliness
• More relevant statistics that more quickly address user needs 

through the development of integrated links to advisory g p g y
committees, new management and legal structures, and new 
data dissemination systems 
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Integrated statistics approach

Business model
Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) to guide the 
development of work on integrated statistics 

GSBPM

• Describes and defines processes to produce official statistics

• Provides standard framework and harmonized terminology to modernize 
statistical processes

• Can be used for harmonizing statistical computing infrastructure

• Can be used for integrating data and metadata standards• Can be used for integrating data and metadata standards

• Provides framework for process quality assessment and improvement

Fully aligned with Generic Statistical Information Model (GSIM) 
and provides a basis for the implementation of the Common 
Statistical Production Architecture (CSPA)
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Integrated statistics approach

GSBPM implementation
GSBPM can be used for improving the whole statistical system, 
or to improve a sub-process

Registers 
and 

Frames
Surveys

Integration 
Framework

Dissemination
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Institutional Setting
Information, Communication Technology (ICT)

Management and internal policy

Institutional arrangements
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Statement of strategy
 Is an important documentation detailing steps and resources 

required to improve scope and detail of economic statistics with a 

Conclusions

view to producing timely, comparable national accounts statistics 
which fully meets user needs and complies with international 
standards

 Requires agreement by the national statistical system (data 
producer, provider and user), high political support and donor 
consultation

 Basis for formulating a national implementation programme

 Basis for actively seeking funding for implementation programmes 
from own sources and donors
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Conclusions

 There is a need to shift away from ad-hoc development of 
indicators and capacity development towards development 
of integrated information at the country levelof integrated information at the country level

 Systematic development of an agreed set of statistics 
based on internationally agreed macroeconomic and 
environmental-economic accounting framework can help 
achieve that goal 
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Assessment

Assessment of the NSS to 
support national accounts 

National policy 
development 
plans, NSDS, 

etc.

R i l t t i

National statement 
of strategy

Decide on the scope 
and detail of national 

accounts

Conclusions

Setting goals

Where we want to 
be

pp
compilation

Where are we now

COUNTRY 
OWNERSHIP

Political Statistical 

Regional strategic 
frameworks for 

statistical capacity 
building

accounts 
compilation

Action plan

Actions to 
reach goals

How to get 
there

Implementation

How to stay there

Commitment capacity

Support from the 
regional and global 

SNA implementation 
programme
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Thank You
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