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Outline

1. Why is there a need for efficient 
customs formalities at dry 
ports?

2. How to make movement of 
goods to and from dry ports 
more efficient?

3. What customs authorities need to 
do at dry ports for enhanced 
customs facilitation?
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1. Need for efficient customs formalities at dry ports

 Containerization and inter modal 
transport has given boost to 
development of ICDs

 Having Customs facility locally can 
help SMEs/e-commerce/trading 
community to take advantage of global 
markets

 Inefficient Customs procedures can 
delay clearances, increase transaction 
costs, pose security risk

 To realize the vision of international, 
integrated and intermodal transport 
system



How containerization has changed the course of international trade?



The rise and rise of e-commerce in emerging markets
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2. Movement of goods to and from dry ports
National and international transit

Challenges to international/national transit

 National security

 Trafficking (Drug and Human)

 Smuggling 

 Diversion of goods in transit leading to 
loss in revenue

 Counterfeited goods and currency

 Lack of capacity of officials
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ESCAP transport facilitation models for seamless  movement 
of goods and vehicles across borders en-route to the dry ports

 Secure cross border transport model 

 Uses new technologies GPS, RFID,GPRS, 
Electronic Seals,

 Physical inspection at origin/destination 

 Balances control requirements of regulatory 
agencies and facilitation requirement of trading 
community

 Efficient cross-border transport model

 Trailer swap: Trailer is detached from the prime 
mover and attached to another prime mover

 Container swap: Container is moved from one 
trailer to another, with cargo inside

 Manual transloading: Cargo transferred by hand 
or equipment from container or truck to another

 No transloading: Cargo carried by the same 
trailer and prime mover in both countries
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Manual transloading

Truck and container

Truck and trailer



9

3. Customs facilitation at  the dry ports

 Pre- arrival intimation of the 
cargo/containers destined for dry port from 
the gateway port or an LCS preferably by 
an electronic means 

 Provision for filing of advance import 
manifest and Bill of Entry in the Customs 
law/code 

 Have a Customs risk management system
to decide in advance to either facilitate the 
goods or subject them to physical 
examination, based on a predefined criteria

 Separate release of goods from payment of 
taxes

 A dry port should function like a virtual 
border with regard to the import and export 
of the goods



Thank 
You 
for 

Your
Attention

Questions???


