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I. Introduction 

 

As per the recommendation of the Bureau of the Committee on Statistics and the outcome of the 2nd 

Working meeting of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Population and Social statistics, the TAG 

conducted a broad consultative process with the population and social statistics community on a 

proposal for the Core set in this statistical area.1 This document presents the summary of the results 

from these consultations, which took place between July and September 2012.  

 

The consultations on the draft Core set involved both member States in the ESCAP region and partner 

international organizations working in relevant population and social areas. The 58 ESCAP member 

States in the Asia-Pacific region and 21 international partner organizations were consulted. From these, 

feedback was received from 33 member States (57%) and 12 international partner organizations (57%).2 

 

The main objective of the consultations was twofold: i) to seek feedback on whether the draft Core set 

was capturing the most basic policy needs, and could be used as a regional guideline for developing 

national statistical capacity; ii) to be used as a tool motivating the national dialogue within the national 

statistical system on population and social statistics. 

 

From the outset, it was made explicit that the intension was not to make the Core set an exhaustive list 

of domains and statistical themes but, rather, to ensure that there were no major omissions. With the 

support of the ESCAP secretariat, the TAG prepared background material and guidelines for the 

consultations, and analysed the feedback received. This feedback was taken into consideration in the 

two pre-session documents submitted to the third session of the Committee on Statistics.3 

 

Overall, the results show a support for the draft Core set in its domains and statistics. No specific 

domain was considered as missing in such draft, and the suggestions received were generally related to 

additional details and specificities, which the TAG is incorporating in its current and following stages of 

work. While not asked in this consultative process, several member States also provided information on 

the existing gaps in the national statistical systems regarding the production of the proposed Core set. 

It was also successfully acknowledged by several member States, the opportunity created by the 

consultations to start or enhance a national dialogue among main producers and users of population 

and social statistics. 

                                                             
1 More information on the Core set is available at http://www.unescap.org/stat/social-stat/Core-set-PSS.asp . 
2
 At the time of submitting the pre-session documents to the third session of the Committee on Statistics, the feedback 
received referred to 31 ESCAP member States and 7 international organizations. 

3 The two pre-session documents submitted to the third session of the Committee on Statistics are available at: 
http://www.unescap.org/stat/cst/3/index.asp , documents E/ESCAP/CST(3)/5 and E/ESCAP/CST(3)/5/Add.1 . 
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This document presents the detailed feedback of the consultations, highlighting lessons learnt from the 

overall consultative process and the main comments brought to the attention of the TAG. The document 

is structured as follow. The next section presents the process of consultation and the questionnaire 

developed for this purpose. Section III shows the summary of the feedback received, organized by 

domain and statistical theme of the Core set. After the concluding remarks, there is an Annex with the 

detailed feedback of the consultations. 

 

 

II. The Consultative Process and Questionnaire 

 

The consultative process on the draft Core set involved two broad sets of consultations: i) within ESCAP 

member States, the so called national consultations; and ii) partner international organizations. For both 

sets of consultations, the TAG developed the questionnaire and provided guidelines in terms of issues 

such as: objectives, questionnaires, timeline, and suggestions to address questions.4 The ESCAP 

secretariat supported the TAG in these efforts, as well as in the distribution and contact of the materials, 

the collection of feedback, and the analysis of the responses. 

 

National consultations within member States were targeted to include major players in population and 

social statistics, with a special emphasis on policymakers. National statistical offices (NSOs) coordinated 

the effort as they are in a better position to understand the national institutional framework and they 

are themselves key stakeholders. Consultations with international organizations were carried out with 

similar guidelines, tailored to be relevant to the mandate of international organizations and the mission 

of the Partnership for Statistics Development in Asia-Pacific.5 The ESCAP secretariat facilitated the 

exchange of information between the TAG and the partner international organizations. 

 

 

In total, responses were received from 33 ESCAP member and associate member States from the Asia-

Pacific region and 12 partner international organizations, namely: 

- Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Cook 

Islands, Fiji, Georgia, Guam, Hong Kong (China), India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), 

Japan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Macao (China), Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, 

                                                             
4 The guidelines provided are available at http://www.unescap.org/stat/social-stat/Core-set-PSS.asp  
5 More information on the Partnership for Statistics Development in Asia-Pacific is available at 

http://www.unescap.org/stat/partnership/index.asp  
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Myanmar, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Korea, 

Russian Federation, Singapore, Thailand, Tonga, Turkey; 

- The Interstate Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS-STAT); 

Eurostat-European Commission; International Labour Organization (ILO); International Monetary 

Fund (IMF); International Telecommunication Union (ITU); Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD); The Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training 

Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC); United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE); UNESCO Institute for Statistics; United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), United Nations Statistics Division of the United 

Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNSD – UNDESA). 

 

The questionnaire included three questions for each domain and statistical theme, and there were three 

possible answers (one of them, open): 

Question 1: Does the statistical theme capture the most relevant and basic social concern and policy 

needs? 

Answer 1: Yes / No / Remarks (open space for text). 

 

Question 2: Does the statistical theme have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity 

development? 

Answer 2: Yes / No / Remarks (open space for text). 

 

Question 3: Are there major gaps? 

Answer 3: Yes / No / Remarks (open space for text). 

 

Member States and partner international organizations were given more than 1 month to provide their 

feedback, and at least two reminders were sent if no answer was received until a few days before the 

initial deadline. 

 

The overall feedback was supportive of the domains and statistical themes, but Question 3 was, in most 

of the cases, mis-interpreted. While Question 3 intended to ask about whether the current list of 

domains and statistical themes was missing some major population and social aspect, the feedback 

received showed that Question 3 was interpreted as whether there are current statistical national gaps 

in the production of the domains and statistical themes presented. Although not planned to have this 

information at this stage, the TAG acknowledged the information on national gaps received and will 

consider it for the next stages of work. As such, this information is also presented in detail below. 

 

The overall process of consultation was considered a success, given the high response rate and the 

substantive valuable suggestions. Also very successful was the coordination between the TAG members, 
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in particular of the very committed and diligent co-chairs of the group, the ESCAP-Secretariat and the 

focal points in member States and international organizations. This effective and collaborative 

coordination revealed to be a key determinant of the positive achievements of the consultations within 

the very tight schedule allowed for the process. 

 

III. Summary of the feedback received on the draft Core set 

 

The overall feedback received indicate that both member States and partner international organizations 

supported the list of domains and themes identified with the TAG, and no specific domain was 

considered to be missing. The suggestions were mostly related to additional details and specificities, 

which are being considered under the following stages of the work of the TAG, as part of the 

establishment of a Capacity Framework for population and social statistics.6 

 

Some of the general comments highlighted: 

- The need to further provide definition of concepts, more examples of possible indicators in each 

statistical theme, guidance on data sources, and information on existing international standards 

or international statistical practices and recommendations. For those statistical themes where 

further definitions are requested, the responses for the two initial questions in the 

Questionnaire (policy relevance, and potential to be used in capacity development) show a 

smaller percentage of agreement. 

- The importance and challenge of using a domain approach. On the one hand, the domain 

approach enables a structured and methodic way of addressing social issues and concerns, and 

enables their consideration by producers and users. On the other hand, it may not be 

immediately visible the underlying linkages between domains, which are particular relevant for 

policymaking. Therefore, the suggestion is to use the same relevant characteristics for 

disaggregation across statistical themes (e.g., gender, age, urban/rural), so that consistent 

population groups will appear across domains; 

- The importance of prioritization. While it is important to consider in the Core set domains and 

themes that will probably be very relevant for social policy in the upcoming years, some of them 

may still lack statistical standards or compilation guidelines by now. This may affect 

comparability, relevance and interpretability of statistics and some prioritization must be done 

when using the Core set to guide national capacity development. This is particular the case of 

issues in the domains of governance, and family and community. 

 

                                                             
6 For more information on the Capacity Framework, please refer to the 3rd Working Meeting of the TAG, 

http://www.unescap.org/stat/social-stat/meeting-Mar2013/index.asp  
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In what follows, the summary of the feedback received is presented by domain and statistical themes, 

highlighting the major quantitative and qualitative results. Given that the feedback from international 

organizations was mostly qualitative suggestions, the results presented refer to: 

- The percentage of member States that answered “Yes” to Answer 1, as well as “Yes” to Answer 

2 (the total 100% being the 33 member States that provided feedback); 

- The main qualitative comments provided by member States and partner international 

organizations. 

 

Domain 1. Population 

The responses were very supportive of the domain and its statistical themes, with more than 75% of the 

member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy needs 

(“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” 

in Answer 2). 

 

Figure 1. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Population domain. 

 

The main qualitative comment related with the definition of urbanization, and the fact that it may not 

be relevant for all countries. There was also the suggestion to use urbanization as a relevant 

characteristic for disaggregation of all domains. 
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Domain 2 - Health 

The responses were very supportive of the domain and its statistical themes, with 73% or more member 

States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy needs (“Yes” in 

Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” in Answer 

2). 

 

Figure 2. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Health domain. 

 

 

There were some requests for clarification of: definitions in some statistical themes, such as health risk 

factors, or prevalence of diseases; and where well-known indicators, such as life expectancy, would be 

included. A suggestion also to include aspects of both physical and mental health. 
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Domain 3 – Income, wealth and expenditure 

The responses were supportive of the domain and most of its statistical themes, with 67% or more of 

the member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy 

needs (“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development 

(“Yes” in Answer 2). The exception was the statistical domain on Financial stress, which was not a clear 

concept for most of the respondents. 

 

Figure 3. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Income, wealth and 

expenditure domain. 

 

 

The qualitative feedback shows a concern and a request for guidance on the concepts and measurement 

principles for Poverty and inequality, as well as for Financial stress. It was particularly noticed the 

multidimensionality aspects of Poverty and inequality, and the challenges in finding a common 

definition across countries. 
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Domain 4 – Employment 

The responses were supportive of the domain and most of its statistical themes, with 79% or more 

member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy needs 

(“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” 

in Answer 2). The exceptions, with agreements between 67% and 55%, were Occupational safety and 

the four themes related with social dialogue. The reason for such smaller percentages in the social 

dialogue themes seems to be related with challenges in harmonizing concepts and measurement across 

countries. 

 

Figure 4. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Employment 

domain. 

 

 

The ILO provided very good and constructive feedback, for future consideration of the TAG. 
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Domain 5 – Education and training 

The responses were supportive of the domain and most of its statistical themes, with 64% of the 

member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy needs 

(“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” 

in Answer 2). The exception, with 58% or above responses, was the theme Lifelong learning, where 

respondents asked for further clarification of concept and measurement guidelines. 

 

Figure 5. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Education and 

training domain. 

 

 

Suggestions were made regarding clarification of aspects such as: the inclusion of technical-vocational 

education, the difference between enrollment and attainment, and the several aspects that can be 

covered under the theme of Provision of education and training. 
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Domain 6 – Housing and infrastructure 

The responses were supportive of the domain and most of its statistical themes, with 55% or more of 

the member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy 

needs (“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development 

(“Yes” in Answer 2). The exceptions were the themes of Housing needs and Homelessness, where 

respondents asked for additional clarification on concepts and guidelines for measurement. 

 

Figure 6. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Housing and 

infrastructure domain. 

 

 

There was a particular suggestion to include not only governmental expenditure on public housing and 

housing infrastructure, but also by non-profit institutions or charity institutions. 
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Domain 7 – Information and communication 

The responses weresupportive that the domain and its statistical themes, with 64% or more of the 

member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy needs 

(“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” 

in Answer 2). 

 

Figure 7. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Information and 

communication domain. 

 

 

There were comments whether radio access still needs to be measured, given that it is very common in 

most of the countries, and a simultaneous suggestion to include other ICT, such as smartphones. There 

was also the suggestion to broaden the theme of Use of ICT in education, to include other activity 

sectors. 
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Domain 8 – Crime and justice 

The responses were supportive that the domain and most of its statistical themes, with 58% or more of 

the member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy 

needs (“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development 

(“Yes” in Answer 2). The exception was the theme of Perception of crime and feelings of safety, where 

respondents consider that its subjective nature is a challenge for having clear definitions and 

comparability across countries. 

 

Figure 8. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Crime and justice 

domain. 

 

 

Comments provided related with the need of having more clear definitions and measurement guidelines 

in this domain, in particular in the themes of Domestic/family violence and Functioning of the judicial 

system. It was recognized the importance of following the international debate regarding the 

development of statistical standards in this domain. 
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Domain 9 – Family and community 

The responses were generally supportive of the domain, with two statistical themes (Family type, 

composition, formation and dissolution; and disability and carers) receiving 64% or more of agreement 

that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy needs (“Yes” in Answer 1), and 

have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” in Answer 2). The 

remaining statistical themes received smaller support, with the request for additional clarification of 

concepts and guidelines for measurement. 

 

Figure 9. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Family and 

community domain. 

 

 

Most of the comments in this domain requested further information and elaboration rather than asking 

for removing particular statistical themes from the Coe set. It was also recognized the importance of 

having international endorsed standards for this domain. 
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Domain 10 – Culture and leisure 

The responses were supportive of the domain and its statistical themes, with 52% or more of the 

member States agreeing that they were both capturing the most basic social concerns and policy needs 

(“Yes” in Answer 1), and have the potential to be used in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” 

in Answer 2). 

 

Figure 10. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Culture and leisure 

domain. 

 

 

Most of the comments were related to the need for clear definitions in this domain, such as: what 

languages should be considered (also dialects? only the ones from host-country?), the difference 

between cultural and leisure activities, and in which theme sports and arts should be included. 
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Domain 11 - Governance 

The responses were generally supportive of the domain and its statistical themes, but responses varied 

regarding the two questions: 

- 52% or more of the respondents agreed that the statistical themes were capturing the most 

basic social concerns and policy needs (“Yes” in Answer 1). The exception being the theme of 

Feelings of trust in public institutions, due to the need of further clarification of concept; 

- 39% or more of the respondents agreed that the statistical themes have the potential to be used 

in guiding national capacity development (“Yes” in Answer 2). 

The clear divide in terms of the two types of responses, highlights: on the one hand, the importance of 

the Governance domain for social policy and, therefore, the need of its presence in the Core set; but on 

the other hand, the novelty of the domain where developments regarding methodological guidelines 

and standards, as well as concepts and definitions are expected for the upcoming years. 

 

Figure 11. Results of the questionnaire regarding Question 1 and Question 2, for the Governance 

domain. 

 

 

There was a specific request on clarifying the inclusion of freedom of media in this domain. 
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IV. Concluding remarks 

 

This document presents the results from the consultations on the draft Core set of population and social 

statistics, which took place between July and September 2012. 

 

The feedback received was overall supportive of the draft Core set and the TAG acknowledges the 

suggestions received. These suggestions are important contributions to the following stages of the 

workplan. It was also welcomed the interest shown by partners to this regional initiative as an essential 

basis to further develop collaborative efforts for the improvement of population and social statistics in 

the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Several countries also took the opportunity to point out several statistical gaps in their current national 

practices, reinforcing the importance of having a regional programme supporting capacity building at 

the national level. 

 

The consultative process was overall praised by participants as an opportunity for member States and 

partner international organizations to engage in the improvement of population and social statistics. 

Consequently, the TAG concludes that a similar approach should be applied in the future when seeking 

feedback on fundamental stages of the regional programme. 
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Annex A – Detailed feedback 

 

The results presented below show: 

- the quantitative and qualitative answers from the 33 member States that answered the 

consultation; and  

- the qualitative answers from the 12 international organization partners who provided feedback. 

The information is organized by Domain and Statistical theme of the proposed Core set. 

 

Domain 1. Population 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Population 
numbers 

97 91 While the group understands that "marriages" 
are covered in the domain on Family and 
Community, it is deemed that marriages should 
likewise be reflected under this domain to 
complete the population/life cycle (i.e., births, 
marriages, deaths) 

Marriage is a theme-
statistics in Family & 
community. 

Births 97 94 -- -- 

Deaths 97 91 -- -- 

International 
migration 

76 76 Migrant events should be included in addition 
to the number of migrants 

This will be addressed when 
defining indicators (per 
country). By now, we only 
defined the theme 

Population 
mobility 
(internal 
migration) 

91 85 The main effect of population (internal) 
mobility is largely represented in regional level 
population estimates, which is covered in the 
first theme, population numbers. 

Not exactly. Here we also 
capture origin & destination 
places 

Migrant events should be included in addition 
to the number of migrants 

This will be addressed when 
defining indicators (per 
country). By now, we only 
defined the theme 

For geographically small nations, this may not 
be a concern. 

Country-specific realities 
treated with flexibility when 
assessing national gaps 

Urbanization 88 85 In NZ, regional development is of more policy 
interest than urbanization. Like population 
mobility, this theme is a derivative of 
population numbers. 

Country-specific realities 
treated with flexibility when 
assessing national gaps 

There is no "official" delineation between 
urban and rural areas in Hong Kong. 
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ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics 
(theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Urbanization Not a 'theme' but a breakdown of other statistics: it 
could be omitted from this list and included as an 
"example" of related indicators. (OECD) 

In this theme, the TAG aims to consider 
several indicators related to “components” of 
urbanization, therefore the decision of 
keeping it as a separate theme. 

Additionally, in other themes there may be 
the need to make urban/rural areas a 
relevant disaggregation characteristic. 

What is the measure of the urbanisation? if it is just 
the population lived in urban areas as indicated in 
the additional information, it would be better to 
handle it as a sub-item under the population - 
numbers theme. If not, other indicators revealing all 
other components of the urbanisation have to be 
defined as well in a separate domain.  (SESRIC) 

 

Comments on the “Population” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Data on births, deaths and international migration 
jointly determine total population, i.e. they need to 
be assessed jointly. 

As different countries may have different definitions of 
international migration (e.g., international students may be 
included or not) and there may be irregular residents (only 
captured, if at all, by residual of total population and the 
other categories). 

(There are gaps) In migration statistics in particular. If this refers to gaps in the capacity to collect migration 
statistics, then addressing them is exactly the purpose of this 
regional programme. 

 

Domain: 2. Health 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Mortality 94 85 -- -- 

Causes of Death 88 85 This may be deleted as this may be 
considered a component of 
mortality above (i.e., may be 
considered already as an indicator) 

It can either be a component in 
"Mortality" or keep it 
separately (like this) to 
emphasize each of the themes 

Health risk 
factors 

73 73 It should include health protective 
factors as well 

Yes, agree 

Prevalence (and 
incidence) of 
disease 

85 85 This may be renamed as morbidity 
to capture the more basic scope 

Good suggestion! 
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Statistics 
(theme), cont. 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Reproductive and 
maternal health 

88 85 This is not a major issue in NZ, but 
may well be in other countries 

Country-specific realities need 
to be addressed in the 
development of the regional 
implementation plan. 

Child health 94 88 -- -- 

Access to, 
affordability and 
provision of 
health services 

85 85 Suggestion to rename this as 
health expenditures to capture the 
more basic scope (i.e., access, 
affordability are just 
subcomponents) 

Access includes not only 
expenditures but also other 
constraints (e.g., time, distance, 
presence of legal barriers, etc). 
Therefore, it is important to 
keep the generic theme 

 

ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Reproductive and 
maternal health 

This could also be considered as 
"policy measure" (access to 
services). (OECD) 

This is a broader theme that may include policy, but 
also inputs from non-public sources, as well as 
outcomes/results. 

Access to, affordability 
and provision of 
health services 

Policy indicators require more 
thought. (OECD) 

It is important to accommodate/include the general 
policy themes within each domain, so that later on 
details can be added. The idea is to have a general 
framework to develop statistical capacity at regional 
level. 

 

Comments on the “Health” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Separate disability from caring.  Separation can be done within the theme, when looking at 
indicators. 

Separate physical from mental health.  

Health system performance should be included. Good suggestion! 

Life expectancy should be included here or in the 
population section.  

Life expectancy is an indicator that should be included in the 
theme "mortality".  

Health status and injury should be included (injury 
is not just an occupational issue). 

Health status and injuries are components of "prevalence of 
disease" (or "morbidity" if one wants to change the name of that 
theme). 

Assessment of people's morbidity will also require 
self-reported measures of satisfaction with health 
status, longstanding illness, limitations in daily 
activities, mental health. Basic biological measures 
(height, weight) should also be covered.  (OECD) 

Good remarks. These aspects are included within the themes of 
“mortality”, “health risk factors” and “prevalence of diseases”, 
but comments show that TAG needs to make it explicit through 
definition of the themes and more illustrative indicators. 
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Domain: 3. Income, Wealth and Expenditure 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions 
received 

Answer provided by TAG 

Household 
income (level 
and 
distribution) 
and main 
source of 
income 

94 85 

Should cover both household 
and personal incomes. 

Within this statistical theme, we can 
ask different indicators and they can 
be either at household or individual 
level. It is ok to keep the title as it is. 

Household 
wealth (level 
and 
distribution) 

76 67 

Household 
expenditure 
(level and 
distribution) 

94 85   

Poverty and 
inequality 

88 85 This theme is derivative of the 
income & wealth distribution 
and financial stress themes. 

Poverty and inequality are 
multidimensional concepts that go 
beyond income and wealth; rather 
they deal with multi-deprivations. 
These several dimensions should be 
considered and identified within the 
national (!) context, so it is ok to keep 
this statistical theme as it is. 

Furthermore, there is a need to define 
measurement of inequality (not only 
Ginicoeff). 

There is no single definition of 
poverty and inequality across 
countries. 

Nutrition intake can be 
measured. 

We agree to the use of the Gini 
Coefficient as a broad indicator 
of inequality. However, poverty 
indicators such as” the number 
of people living in severe 
poverty” may not be applicable 
in Singapore’s context as a 
relatively advanced developing 
country. (Singapore) 

Financial 
stress 

45 52 The theme might be better 
framed in terms of 'hardship' or 
'material deprivation' to reflect 
the outcome rather than the 
cause. 

Material deprivation may be better 
included in the "poverty" theme, while 
here were would aim for actual 
financial stress (causes in the wording 
of the comment received.) 
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ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Household income (level 
and distribution) and main 
source of income 

One needs to distinguish between SCD 
in macro (SNA) and micro statistics. 
(OECD) 

This needs to be made explicit at the 
indicator level. 

Household wealth (level 
and distribution) 

Household expenditure 
(level and distribution) 

Poverty and inequality Not a 'theme' but a way of analysing 
micro-data in others themes. 

Poverty analysis here can show indicators 
of deprivation not captured in other 
themes, and also presented in comparison 
with some relative or absolute threshold of 
minimum subsistence level. 

Financial stress Could be extended to other types of 
material deprivations. (OECD) 

There are several possible measures related 
to yields of bonds and other interest rates, 
credit and debt indicators, bank share 
prices, equity risk premiums, etc. This is not 
captured by other themes.  

It would be difficult to measure. (SESRIC) 

 

Comments on the “Income, wealth and expenditure” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Financial stress of Additional information 
(Relevant characteristics) is more relevant to the 
minimum cost of living. 

We need to have more specific definition of financial stress, to 
support the review of national practices 

Explanatory notes for coverage of basic statistics 
like 'financial stress' required. 

Need to add statistics on the redistribution of 
income through the tax transfer system eg social 
transfers in kind, indirect taxes. 

In the theme “household income”, we can refer transfers (public, 
private) received (e.g., remittances) and paid (e.g., taxes) 

The analysis of economic wellbeing needs the 
coincident measurement of income, expenditure 
and wealth. 

Economic wellbeing maybe seen as the positive reverse of 
"poverty" and "financial stress" - so either we can explicit 
consider them in those 2 themes, or add it as an additional 
theme 

Need to add statistics on Financial literacy. 
(Australia) 

Good suggestion! 

The OECD is developing statistical guidance on the 
compilation of micro-statistics on household 
wealth, and on integrated compilation of micro-
statistics on household income, consumption and 
wealth. Both could feed regional SCD in the future. 

Good information for possible collaboration in the future. No 
impact on this domain. 
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Domain: 4. Employment 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received 
Answer provided by 

TAG 

Labour force 
status of 
population 

97 91 Explanatory notes for measuring basic 
statistics like 'collective bargaining' is 
required. 

To be addressed by TAG. 

Labour 
underutilization 

85 85 Data are not given under this title in 
Turkey, since the definition of 
underutilization has not yet been fixed at 
ILO side. However, related items are 
already published or could be calculated. 

It is ok to keep the 
statistical theme, and 
detailed indicators 
would be identified 
later. 

Earnings or 
wages 

91 85 -- -- 

Hours worked 91 88 -- -- 

Unpaid work 79 82 Suggestion to remove from the Work 
domain. While unpaid work may be an 
extremely important issue, but I don't 
think it should be within the 'Employment' 
domain. International developments in 
labour statistics are focusing on 
employment (paid employment) as being 
a subset of a broader notion of work. That 
broader notion of work would include 
unpaid work, volunteering etc., along with 
paid work (i.e. employment). 

The domain relates with 
all forms of work, 
whether paid or not. 
Furthermore, unpaid 
work shapes the ability, 
duration and types of 
paid work that can be 
undertaken; and entails 
a systemic transfer of 
hidden subsidies to the 
rest of the economy that 
go unrecognized, 
imposing a systematic 
time-tax on people’s life. 

It is related to gender balance. Also 
Mongolia NSO measures it from TUS every 
4 years. But use of this indicator is poor 
for policy planning.  

Good comments! 

Statistics in this area are important and 
needed to better analyse and value the 
contribution of unpaid work, for e.g. 
contributing to family business, domestic 
chores and caregiving and community 
responsibilities (e.g. volunteering). In 
particular, women are likely to be the 
main contributors of domestic chores and 
caregiving. However statistics in this area 
should be balanced by economic labour 
statistics to provide a balanced 
perspective.  

Occupational 
safety 

67 64 -- -- 
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Statistics 
(theme), cont. 

Answer1: 

% of 
“Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of 

“Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Strikes and 
lockouts 

58 61 Incidence in NZ is very low.No record in 
Tonga. 

The Core Set is not 
prescriptive/mandatory at 
national level, nor 
countries need to report 
on each and every 
statistical domain. The 
Core set is a benchmark at 
regional level to guide 
capacity building. 

Labour 
inspection 

61 58 Multi-pronged strategies including 
education, promotion and enforcement, 
etc. contribute to the state of law 
compliance. Statistics of labour inspection 
alone may not give an accurate and full 
account of the whole picture. 

They may not be sufficient 
to give the complete 
picture, but are important. 

An input rather than outcome measure. The Core set has both 
input and output 
measures. 

Difficulty to populate? Not sure this is a 
'basic' statistic? 

The majority of 
respondents agree to 
include it in Core set. 

The models, scope and strategies of labour 
inspection may vary significantly across 
economies depending on their socio-
economic circumstances and enforcement 
focus. The potential of labour inspection 
statistics for guiding national statistical 
capacity development is uncertain. 

National context must be 
taken into account when 
developing strategies for 
capacity development. 

Trade union 
membership 

58 58 Not sufficiently important to be included 
as a specific theme, but could be included 
as a characteristic of the labour force.  

The majority of 
respondents agree to 
include it in Core set. 

No record in Tonga. The Core Set is not 
prescriptive/mandatory at 
national level, nor 
countries need to report 
on each and every 
statistical domain. The 
Core set is a benchmark at 
regional level to guide 
capacity building. 
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Statistics 
(theme), cont. 

Answer1: 

% of 
“Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of 

“Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Collective 
bargaining 

58 55 The terms and conditions of employment 
in any particular economy may be 
determined through various means, such 
as legislation, collective bargaining, works 
rules, arbitration awards, court decisions, 
etc. or a combination of these methods 
and are subject to the socio-economic 
circumstances of the individual economy. 
Collective bargaining is but one of the 
various means in determining the terms 
and conditions of employment of the 
workforce and statistics on it alone may 
not be reflective of the basic population 
and social concerns as well as policy needs. 

Within this statistical 
theme, there are several 
indicators that can be 
flashed out to give a more 
complete picture, but 
there is no goal of being 
comprehensive. We are 
trying to capture the basic 
needs of social concerns 
and policy issues. In that 
sense, each country would 
then need to define the 
specific set of indicators 
that best suit the purpose, 
following international 
standards. The Core Set is 
not intended to be 
prescriptive. 

Collective bargaining may carry different 
forms and have different modes of 
operation in different economies, 
depending on the policy and legal 
framework of each economy. This may 
make it difficult to use the statistics in 
guiding national statistical capacity 
development. 

This theme might be better framed as 
'Type of employment arrangement' which 
includes collective agreement, among 
other options.  

To be addressed by TAG. 

 

 

ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Labour underutilization Not a theme but way of looking at statistics 
under previous theme (labour force status). 
(OECD) 

 

Earnings or wages   

Hours worked Not a theme but part of Labour Force 
Surveys. (OECD) 

It could be an independent theme if 
disaggregated by different categories 
of labour (and other dimensions). 

Unpaid work Unpaid work is usually part of the labour 
force characteristics; in some example 
please add the indicator on: proportion of 
unpaid workers in total employment. (ILO) 

Good remarks. 
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Statistics (theme), cont. Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Occupational safety Part of administrative records, usually the 
weakest statistics on which capacity 
development programmes should increase 
its focus. (ILO) 

Good to take into consideration when 
analyzing the review of national 
practices. 

All dimensions below rest on administrative 
data, typically collected outside the scope 
of official statistics. (OECD) 

Strikes and lockouts The link to employment outcomes and 
interpretation not obvious. (UNECE) 

These are social dialogue themes 
related to employment. The TAG needs 
to make it explicit when providing 
definitions. 

Labour inspection 

Trade union membership 

Collective bargaining 

 

Comments on the “Employment” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Strikes and lockouts, trade union membership and 
collective bargaining concepts not yet present/practiced in 
Bhutan. 

Each country needs to see whether these statistical 
themes apply or not, and if yes, they should follow 
international standards. The Core Set is not 
prescriptive/mandatory at national level, nor countries 
need to report on each and every statistical domain. The 
Core set is only a benchmark at regional level to guide 
capacity building. 

Consider include statistics on: 

- unmet labour demand, i.e. job vacancies; 

- employment conditions (or similar);  

- retirement; 

- social protection, specifically on labor market programs 
and social insurance. 

To be addressed by TAG. 

It should be clear where overseas workers are captured in 
the statistical themes. 

Good comment. Needs to be specific in definitions and 
illustrative indicators. 

The following statistics need to be added, as they are 
equally important and current major policy concerns (they 
are included in the report as policy issues, but need also to 
be included as separate statistics): (i) Work that should be 
abolished (child labour, forced labour), (ii) Equal 
opportunity and treatment in employment (one indicator is 
in MDGs: share of women ...), and (iii) Social security 
(usually also in international reporting such as HDRs). (ILO) 

TAG needs to address 

All these data are at level of persons, need capacity to link 
across members of the same household (e.g. people living 
in household where no one has paid job. (OECD) 

These valuable suggestion needs to be taken into 
account at the indicator level and when addressing the 
relevant characteristics for disaggregated data. 
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Domain: 5. Education and Training 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Early 
childhood 
attendance 

76 76 It should also cover enrolment and 
completion, not just attendance. 

To be addressed by the TAG 

Primary, 
secondary and 
tertiary 
enrolments 

91 88 Does not explicitly cover technical-
vocational education. 

These need to be explicit in the 
definitions and illustrative 
indicators. Post-secondary (non-tertiary) is not 

reflected in the basic statistics 
proposed by TAG-PSS. 

Primary, 
secondary and 
tertiary 
attendance 

82 79 Primary and secondary school are 
the most relevant, but with the 
exception of tertiary attendance. 

Keep the statistical theme, and 
then each country addresses 
whether it is important within 
the national context or not. The 
Core Set is not prescriptive; 
rather it intends to guide 
regional capacity development. 

Does not explicitly cover technical-
vocational education. 

These need to be explicit in the 
definitions and illustrative 
indicators. Post-secondary (non-tertiary) is not 

reflected in the basic statistics 
proposed by TAG-PSS. 

From the examples of indicators, it 
seems this theme overlaps with the 
one on enrolment. 

Enrollment is different from the 
actual attendance. Enrolment is 
the number of students 
registered in a given 
educational programme, or 
stage or module thereof, 
regardless of age. Attendance 
rate is the proportion of time 
students attend compared to 
the time they are expected to 
attend during the collection 
period.  
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.1 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Primary, 
secondary and 
tertiary 
completion 

85 82 For primary and secondary 
education, dropout rate is extremely 
low in Hong Kong so that there is no 
need to collect such data. The gross 
enrolment ratios at primary and 
secondary educational levels are 
close to 100%.  For post-secondary 
(including tertiary) sector, usually, 
completion rates are not used. 

Keep the statistical theme, and 
then each country addresses 
whether it is important within 
the national context or not. The 
Core Set is not prescriptive; 
rather it intends to guide 
regional capacity development. 

Does not explicitly cover technical-
vocational education. 

These need to be explicit in the 
definitions and illustrative 
indicators. Post-secondary (non-tertiary) is not 

reflected in the basic statistics 
proposed by TAG-PSS. 

Qualification/ 
attainment 

82 79 -- -- 

Literacy and 
numeracy for 
school 
children 

79 73 The gross enrolment ratios at 
kindergarten, primary and secondary 
educational levels are close to 100%.  
No need to collect such data. 

Keep the statistical theme, and 
then each country addresses 
whether it is important within 
the national context or not. The 
Core Set is not prescriptive; 
rather it intends to guide 
regional capacity development. 

Adult literacy 
and numeracy 

85 79 Standards vary widely or less 
relevant to development of Regional 
country. 

There needs to be a common 
understanding of definitions 
and available standards (TAG to 
address), and then countries 
address importance and 
indicators at national level. 

Lifelong 
learning 

58 61 Broad area, which needs further 
specification. For example, does this 
cover non-formal learning? 

Lifelong learning includes 
formal, non-formal and 
informal learning. It may relates 
with literacy and numeracy 
(already captured in another 
domain), but also on-the-job 
training and labour market 
outcomes related with skills 
and competencies. This needs 
to be explicit in the definitions 
and illustrative indicators. 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.2 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Provision of 
education and 
training 

64 64 Unsure of what this refers to. Needs 
further specification. For example, 
does this cover finance statistics? 

In this theme, we are capturing 
inputs/resources allocation to 
education (monetary, 
infrastructure, equipment, 
teachers, etc). It is ok to 
capture inputs, as the Core set 
as both outcomes and inputs. 

This is an input rather than outcome 
measure 

Suggestion to rename this theme as 
"Education and training expenditure" 
to cover the more basic scope and to 
be consistent with the proposed 
revised statistical theme on health. 

TAG to address. 

 

 

ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) 
Comments/ suggestions 

received 
Answer provided by TAG 

Primary, secondary and 
tertiary enrolments 

Distinction between 
enrolment and the 
attendance has to be 
clarified. (SESRIC) 

Enrolment is the number of students registered in a given 
educational programme, or stage or module thereof, 
regardless of age. Attendance rate is the proportion of time 
students attend compared to the time they are expected to 
attend during the collection period.  

This needs to be made explicit by the TAG. 

Primary, secondary and 
tertiary attendance 

Primary, secondary and 
tertiary completion 

Distinction between 
attainment and completion 
not explained. (OECD) 

Completion is when completing the participation in all 
components of an educational programme (including final 
exams if any), irrespective of the result of any potential 
assessment of achievement of learning objectives. 
Educational attainment refers to the highest level of 
education that an individual has completed.  

This needs to be made explicit by the TAG. 

Qualification/ attainment 

Literacy and numeracy for 
school children 

Specific for the education 
system. (UNECE) 

It may be a national specific definition, but still a relevant 
statistics to inform social and policy needs. Therefore, it is 
worth to keep it as a statistical theme to guide capacity 
building. 

Provision of education 
and training 

Policy indicators require 
more thought. (OECD) 

Policy statistics are important to be included in the Core 
set, so that later on details can be added. The goal is to 
have a general framework to develop statistical capacity at 
regional level. 
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Comments on the “Education and training” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Most of these measures are inputs (participation) 
or intermediate outputs (qualifications). A human 
capital statistic would provide a useful outcome 
measure. 

The Core set as both outcomes and inputs. Some suggestion of 
“human capital statistic?” 

Important to have a measure for Quality of 
education. 

This needs to be explicit in the definitions and illustrative 
indicators. 

Suggestions to add (1) teacher characteristics; (2) 
non-formal learning, e.g. work-related training; (3) 
education and training finance statistics. 

Characteristics of teachers, and education and training finance 
are part of the theme “Provision of education and training”. 

Work related training is part of the theme “lifelong learning”. 

These need to be explicit in the definitions and illustrative 
indicators. 

Explanatory notes defining basic statistics like 
'lifelong learning', provision of education and 
learning' etc required. 

These need to be explicit in the definitions and illustrative 
indicators. 

It is not clear where "licensure and certification" as 
well as "achievements/ outcomes" are covered in 
the statistical themes. 

These aspects should be considered under the theme 
“completion” and need to be explicit in the definitions and 
illustrative indicators. 

Possibility of adding educational services (with 
providers coming from the private sector, public 
sector, and/or sectoral group/s). 

This is included in the theme “provision of education and 
training”. 
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Domain: 6. Housing and Infrastructure 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Housing stocks 
and conditions 

76 64 Depend on stat resources to extend 
its services to capture information 
for these. 

Resources available to capture 
this information are an 
important aspect for 
implementing the capacity 
development programme. 

Housing conditions depend on own 
affordability. 

Agree, so that is why is 
important to capture living 
conditions. 

Housing 
affordability 
and tenure 

67 58 Affordability and tenure should be 
two separate statistical themes. 

This separation can be done 
within the theme, e.g., by two 
sets of indicators. 

Affordability is a basic requirement 
for any country to have a successful 
housing programme. It also 
contributes towards cost of living. 
Affordability is of concern to most 
government administrations, as it 
relates to both cost and standard of 
living. However, the collection of 
affordability related data may 
require collection of data from 
banks, which may not be available or 
feasible for some countries. 

Tenure indicates stability, which is an 
important determinant of live ability. 

Under "affordability” is 
important to present specific 
indicators that relate with that 
(e.g., % disposable income that 
goes to housing), and these can 
also apply to owners/own 
house. 

 

Good remarks!  

Most households live in their own 
house/own land. 

This is important to know for 
the design and analysis of the 
reviews of national practices. 

Housing needs 42 45 The label may be ambiguous, as an 
aspiring society may perceive 
housing wants as housing needs. Not 
clear as to what “housing needs” 
refers to exactly. It may be difficult 
to define and quantify, as there is no 
clear distinction between wants and 
needs. 

Need for definition and more 
specific indicators, to address 
these concerns. 

Needs to be broadened to 
encapsulate 'dwelling adequacy'. 

This may largely be covered by the 
other themes (i.e. tenure, condition, 
affordability, overcrowding and 
homelessness). 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.1 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Access and 
proximity to 
services 

70 61 This is an important indicator of 
liveability and overall housing 
condition. However, in Singapore, it 
is less relevant to policy making as 
HDB already plans all its housing 
estates holistically, with all 
supporting amenities and facilities.   

Important to address country-
specific reality when 
implementing and analyzing 
national reviews. 

Overcrowding 61 55 Household size is no more than 12 
members. 

Need for clearer definition, 
where it should be taken into 
the housing space per person in 
the household. 

Will this be the same as congestion 
or doubled up? 

Homelessness 42 45 NZ employs a broad definition of 
homelessness that includes aspects 
of tenure, condition, affordability & 
overcrowding, as well as shelterless. 
Most of these elements are covered 
by specific themes here. The 
shelterless element is relatively rare 
in NZ and is generally managed in a 
local rather than national context. 

Country-specific realities should 
be taken into account in the 
national reviews and in capacity 
development efforts. 

Not found (several member States). 

Not sufficiently well defined. It needs 
to include prevalence, incidence, and 
duration. 

These are important aspects to 
be consider when providing 
more clear definition. 

A rate should be considered rather 
than the number, since different 
population sizes will affect the 
number. 

It is suggested that this be renamed 
as "homelessness/informal 
settlers/slum dwellers/households in 
vulnerable areas" 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.2 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Gov. 
expenditure on 
public housing 
and housing 
assistance 

58 61 Better included in a 'final income' 
statistic under the Household income 
theme? 

This theme aims to capture and 
emphasize efforts in housing, as 
separate from households’. It is 
important to make it explicit in 
clearer definitions. 

It is suggested that this be renamed 
as "Housing expenditure" to cover 
the more basic scope and to be 
consistent with the proposed revised 
statistical themes on health and 
education. 

Should focus on appropriateness of 
housing. Also, it is not just 
governments that provide affordable 
housing - also not-for -profit sector 
and private rental investors. 

Good remarks! Maybe the 
scope of this theme to include 
not only government 
expenditure, but also non-profit 
organizations (e.g., charity, 
foundations), private rental 
investors, and possibly others. 
Differentiation can be made at 
the indicator level. 

 

 

ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Housing affordability 
and tenure 

Tenure is category of respondents 
rather than theme. (OECD) 

Tenure status has an impact on people’s living 
conditions, so the TAG suggests keeping it. 

Housing needs Derived statistics. (OECD) TAG to address. 

Overcrowding Derived statistics. (OECD) This theme relates with indicators such as nr 
people per room, area of each room, etc. The 
TAG needs to make it explicit in definition. 

Homelessness No best practice of international 
guidance. (OECD) 

 

Gov. expenditure on 
public housing and 
housing assistance 

Policy indicators require more 
thought. (OECD) 

Policy statistics are important to be included in 
the Core set, so that later on details can be 
added. The goal is to have a general framework 
to develop statistical capacity at regional level. 
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Comments on the “Housing and infrastructure” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Explanatory notes defining basic statistics like 
'housing affordability',' housing needs', 
'homelessness', 'overcrowding' etc are required to 
avoid overlapping. 

Good remarks! Need to be addressed by the TAG. 

Urbanisation should be clearly reflected in the 
statistical themes. 

This can be a relevant characteristic for disaggregation. 

In this domain, one may include housing careers 
and transitions (i.e. housing pathways) across the 
lifecycle and how they relate to household 
formation and dissolution, housing assistance and 
the broader tax-transfer system. 

Although it may be an interesting statistical theme, it may not be 
the most basic, as the Core set aims to capture. 

The following could potentially be included in the 
basic statistics proposed by TAG: 

 

1. Distribution by type of dwelling; 

2. Amount of living space (square feet per capita); 

3. Living density, (i.e. how densely a city/region is 
developed); 

4. Availability of credit (related to affordability). 

These statistics are included in the ones already present at the 
Core set, and it is important to make it more explicit by clearer 
definitions: 

1. Distribution by type of dwelling – in “housing stock and 
condition” if one refers distribution of infrastructure, in “housing 
needs” if on refers of distribution of population; 

2. Amount of living space (square feet per capita) and 3. Living 
density, (i.e. how densely a city/region is developed) – in 
“overcrowding”; 

4. Availability of credit (related to affordability) – in 
“affordability”. 

Self-reports of people satisfaction with housing 
and infrastructure. Measures of commuting time. 
(OECD) 

Possible suggestion, which TAG needs to address. 

 

Domain: 7. Information and Communication 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received 
Answer provided by 

TAG 

Households 
with TVs, 
radios, 
computers 
and internet 
access 

85 82 This theme has low differentiating potential in 
NZ, given the high prevalence of these appliances 
across the population. 

Comments can be 
addressed in clearer 
definition – by 
including “Media” in 
general, the types of 
media relevant can be 
specified at indicator 
level. 

Household members with no computer/internet 
at home, they use others or at work. 

The majority of households in towns and villages 
have radio and TV. 

It is suggested that this be renamed as Media 
access" to cover the other types of media. 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont. 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Use of ICT by 
individuals 
and location 

76 79 This theme has low differentiating potential 
in NZ, given the high prevalence of these 
appliances across the population. 

Country-specific realties to 
be addressed when 
designing and analyzing 
national reviews. 

It is suggested that "by individuals and 
location" as this almost reflect an indicator 
rather than a statistical theme. 

Good remarks! “By 
individuals and locations” 
are relevant characteristics 
of disaggregation.  

Use of ICT in 
education 

70 64 -- -- 

 

ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Households with TVs, radios, 
computers and internet 
access 

Suggestion to take out "radio" since this is 
becoming obsolete. Also change HH with 
TVs to HH with access to TV broadcasting. 
Finally, suggestion to add "by type of 
access" after "Internet access".  (ITU) 

Radio should only be taken out after we 
access that coverage is 100% (or near). 
The remaining valuable suggestions by 
more specific definition of the theme 
and illustrative indicators 

Ownership and use difficult to distinguish. 
(OECD) 

Use can be measured by nr hours/time 
spent on, while ownership reflects 
property. The distinction can be made at 
the indicator level.  

TAG to address if important to include 
both in this theme. 

Use of ICT by individuals and 
location 

Suggestion to add "by type of activity". 
Note that the reference period provided 
in the examples is currently under 
revision. Note that the indicators 
"Proportion of individuals who use the 
Internet" is also an MDG indicator. (ITU) 

Good remarks! 

The suggestion of “by type of activity” is 
something to consider under the 
relevant characteristics for 
disaggregation. 
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Comments on the “Information and communication” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

The domain needs to include: 

- Smartphone and mobile phone penetration rate - 
there is an increasing popular of mobile 
technology in the world, and it is one of the 
current focuses of ICT. 

- Boardband penetration rate - it is highly related 
to the quality of Internet service. (HK) 

These are specifics within the existing themes – it needs to be 
more explicit in definitions. 

It is not clear where ICT infrastructure will be 
included in the three statistical themes. 

Good remarks! Need to be addressed by TAG. 

 

 

Domain: 8. Crime and Justice 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of 
“Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of 

“Yes” 
Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Reported 
offences 

73 67 The wording of the basic statistics category 
is broad and somewhat ambiguous. When 
referring to offence, is this intended to mean 
the particular number of charges against an 
offender? If so, this is not capturing the most 
relevant item. If it is intended.  

Clearer definitions to be 
provided by TAG, making 
explicit the broader issues 
in this theme. 

 

Inside or outside household 
has importance for the 
policy design and 
implementation. 

Suggest to focus on the most severe / 
grievous offences since they are of greater 
concern. Also, whether the offence is 
committed inside or outside of the 
household is seldom a key concern to public 
or policy makers. 

The collection of data for such statistics has 
to be aligned with Police operational 
procedures, and cannot pose an undue 
demand on frontline police officers.  

Sources are administrative 
records, but possibly also 
specific household surveys. 

Statistics are from administrative records. It 
depends on the legal provisions. 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.1 

Answer1: 

% of 
“Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of 

“Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Victims of 
crime 
(reported and 
unreported) 
crimes 

70 64 Each region may have different areas of 
concern, and it may be too costly to impose 
this requirement if not of interest to the 
region. 

The Core set is not 
prescriptive, not a 
requirement, but rather 
what countries in the region 
agreed it is important that 
they have the ability to 
produce by 2020. 

Offenders 76 73 This is an important element and contributes 
to informing most basic social and policy 
needs, especially crime prevention and 
criminal justice system operational 
requirements including rehabilitation 
services and diversions for offenders. We 
suggest a basic set of characteristics be 
defined to guide statistical capability 
development. Some examples of 
characteristics: age, sex, cultural and ethnic 
background variables, Indigenous Status 
(where relevant), household income, 
geographic indicators, employment status, 
highest educational attainment. 

Clearer definitions to be 
provided by TAG, making 
explicit the broader issues 
in this theme and 
addressing suggestions. 

This is useful for policy making, but not of 
key concern to the public. Each region may 
have different areas of concern. 

The Core set is not 
prescriptive, not a 
requirement, but rather 
what countries in the region 
agreed it is important that 
they have the ability to 
produce by 2020, also to 
support policy making. 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.2 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Domestic/ 
family 
violence 

76 76 Agree this is a critical issue, but the 
challenge is defining and operationalising 
family and domestic violence. It requires 
clear definition and operational parameters 
to be set. Given the broad social and 
economic consequences of this crime type, it 
should be included in any national 
information development plan to address 
crime and justice statistical needs. It can 
promote the development of crime 
victimisation surveys, requires establishment 
of professional interviewing infrastructure to 
collect this information safely, sensitively 
and effectively. 

Clearer definitions to be 
provided by TAG. 
Guidelines also needed, 
possibly when analyzing the 
review of national practices 
and designing the regional 
plan of action. 

Other crimes (e.g. Murder, rape) will be of 
greater concerns. Each region may have 
different areas of concern. 

Domestic violence can 
include several types of 
crimes – analysed at the 
indicator level. 

 

The Core set is not 
prescriptive, not a 
requirement, but rather 
what countries in the region 
agreed it is important that 
they have the ability to 
produce by 2020, also to 
support policy making. 

Prisoners 70 67 Data about number and characteristics of 
prisoners is needed for policy and social 
concerns relating to this sub-population. 
Requires definition of a basic set of 
characteristics. Some examples of 
characteristics: age, sex, Indigenous Status 
(where applicable), cultural background, 
previous imprisonment, most serious 
offence, sentence length. Desirable would 
be indicators of prisoner health including 
serious transmissible diseases, drug 
dependence, mental health and whether 
prisoners have dependent children. 

Clearer definitions to be 
provided by TAG. 
Guidelines also needed, 
possibly when analyzing the 
review of national practices 
and designing the regional 
plan of action. 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.3 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Perception of 
crime and 
feelings of 
safety 

52 42 Feeling safe as a relatively subjective 
measurement may be difficult in providing 
policy guidance. It may also be difficult to 
measure. 

Feeling safe is a very much 
relevant topic for the 
behaviour of individuals in 
society and is currently 
captured in surveys. In 
several countries it actually 
is a major area where 
politicians and policymakers 
pay attention (the 
equivalent in economic 
would be 
consumption/investment 
confidence?). Suggestion to 
keep it. 

The term "perception" and "feelings" may be 
deleted as the information may be obtained 
from perception-based surveys as well as 
quantitative means. 

Because it can be costly to collect this data, 
this statistic might be updated only at longer 
intervals. 

Frequency is one aspect to 
be considered during the 
review of national practices. 

Functioning of 
judicial 
system 

64 58 It is unclear what is meant by this 
description and what it is intended to 
measure. Is the suggestion here to measure 
the movement of people i.e. offender/ 
defendants through the judicial system? 
Workload measures? Is it focused on 
efficiency, effectiveness, timeliness, and 
indicators of satisfaction and perceptions of 
institutions by the public? Needs better 
explanation. 

Clearer definitions to be 
provided by the TAG. 

Such statistics can only measure how well-
oiled the machinery is. The key question of 
whether the outcomes are just cannot be 
easily measured. 

Should cover the basic statistics of the entire 
judicial system. 
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ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Reported offences Unlikely to be comparable beyond 
homicides. (OECD) 

This theme may include other information 
beyond homicides, e.g., robbery, domestic 
burglary . 

There is no well established methodological 
guideline. (SESRIC) 

A few international organizations (e.g., 
Eurostat) present data on this, but TAG 
needs to follow debate on international 
standards for each statistical theme. 

Victims of (reported and 
unreported) crimes 

No international standards on victimisation 
surveys, by UNECE guidance. (OECD) 

UNODC presents data on this. TAG needs 
to present international examples of these 
data, but TAG also needs to follow debate 
on international standards for each 
statistical theme. 

Offenders Unlikely to be comparable beyond 
homicides. (OECD) 

This theme may include other information 
beyond homicides, e.g., robbery, domestic 
burglary. 

Perception of crime and 
feelings of safety 

Of interest just as a category of the 
institutional population. (UNECE) 

Perception of crime and safety is relevant 
to the well-being of all population and a 
key statistics for policy-making. 

Functioning of the judicial 
system 

No statistical framework currently exists. 
(OECD) 

There are some available statistics in this 
theme (e.g., World Bank), but given the 
important for policy and population, the 
TAG needs to follow the developments in 
the international debate. 

It is difficult to produce statistics on it. Also 
there is no well established methodological 
guideline. (SESRIC) 

 

Comments on the “Crime and justice” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Note the exclusion of civil justice in its entirety. This is a 
challenging area to look at internationally due to the different 
approaches to torts across legal systems, but can have a very 
significant impact on people's lives (and of business). Most of 
the possibly related indicators presented as illustrative are very 
worthy indicators that should be considered, especially as a 
number of them are better defined than the basic statistics 
described to the left. Data about those on remand and how long 
they are held in custody before sentencing or release is worth 
considering as an indicator of the effectiveness of the justice 
system. Persons on community based corrections (rather than in 
prison) can be useful to map as an alternative sentencing option. 
Information about juvenile offenders would be an area of 
specialist statistics worth considering as this is a key intervention 
cohort and indicator of other social dysfunction. 

Valid comments to be considered when presenting 
more clear definitions for Statistics in theme 
“Functioning of the judicial system”. 
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Comments/ suggestions received (cont.) Answer provided by TAG 

Suggestion to include recidivism. Recidivism (the act of a person repeating an 
undesirable behavior) may be included in the two 
already existing themes related to offenders and 
prisoners. This should be made explicit in 
definitions. 

For the basic statistics proposed by TAG-PSS, might be useful to 
include a measure on the amount of law enforcement resources 
committed (rate per population). 

To be addressed by TAG. 

1) The pillars of peace, order, safety, and justice may be used as 
a reference for the statistical themes. This is deemed to provide 
a more basic/wider scope. 

 

2) It is not clear where armed conflicts will be captured. 

UNODC would propose the following list of stats on Crime for 
your consideration (sent on October 2012): 

1) Offences against the person (selected crimes) 
2) Offences against the property (selected crimes) 
3) Drug-related offences 
4) Victims of crime 
5) Crime offenders 
6) Domestic/family violence and violence against women 
7) Dark figure of crime 
8) Prison population 
9) Operations of judicial system 
10) Corruption as experienced by population and business sector 
11) Perception of safety and crime. 

The change in the agreed list of the statistical 
themes in the Core set is something that may only 
be addressed by an overall reflection of the TAG 
(and possibly, another consultative process) in the 
future, since the international framework for 
Crime is still being developed.  

The TAG will follow closely the international 
discussions and will decide on how to best take 
into consideration the evolution of the 
international debate. 
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Domain: 9. Family and Community 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Family type 
and 
composition, 
formation and 
dissolution 

79 64 Type & composition are the most nationally 
important elements of this theme. Marriage 
& dissolution are of lesser importance. 

The importance seems 
country-specific. 

Family size will also be an important 
indication. 

It may be added while 
developing more clear 
definition. 

Based on Population and Housing Census, 
information which is relevant are the type of 
household ( Single member households, 
unrelated members households, Nuclear 
family households and Extended family 
households) 

This is important 
information when looking 
at the indicators within the 
theme. 

Disability and 
carers 

82 67 Apart from the disabled, the basic 
characteristics should also include the 
elderly and those suffering from chronic 
diseases. 

Age structure of population 
is considered in Domain 1 – 
Population, while health 
related issues are in Domain 
2. Here we would like to 
capture socio-demographic 
characteristics of the 
disabled. 

Some disabilities live with own family and 
some at disability centre/s. 

Good remark. In this theme, 
we should capture both, 
and the distinction can be 
made at the indicator level. 

Carers of someone with a disability is 
covered but not carers for children. 

Carers considered in this 
theme should be explicitly 
broaden. 

Work-life 
balance 

30 27 Further clarification needed TAG to provide broader 
definition, as per the 
development of 
international debates. 
There are some member 
States in the region that 
already provide statistics in 
this theme, e.g., ABS 
(“Work-life balance is used 
to describe the balance 
between an individual's 
work and personal life. 
Indicators relate to these 2 
sets of activities). 

What is the definition? It is difficult to 
quantify. 

It is rather vague what "work/life balance 
statistics" actually refers to. Further 
elaboration is needed.  

Perhaps covered better with other time use 
themes under Culture & leisure? 

It is suggested that this be subsumed under 
"life satisfaction." 

 



 

TAG-PSS in collaboration with ESCAP-Statistics Division Page 43 

Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.1 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Social 
cohesion and 
social 
isolation 

48 33 It is too complex to define it. There are several countries in 
the region (and outside) 
already presenting indicators 
in this area. TAG needs to 
provide additional clarification 
in definition. 

Social capital has not been included and 
should be - social cohesion, social isolation 
and community participation are only 
elements of it. 

This should be made explicit in 
clearer definitions. 

Community 
participation 
and 
community 
diversity 

45 36 What will be the definition? Comparing it 
with the above (social cohesion), it is 
similar, but looks less important.  

TAG needs to provide 
additional clarification in 
definition. 

Include volunteering. Good remark, which should 
explicitly be addressed in 
clearer definitions and 
illustrative indicators. 

Life 
satisfaction 

39 36 Not sure whether this fits in family and 
community category. 

-- 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont.2 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Presence of 
family friendly 
policies 

30 27 It is rather vague what "presence of family 
friendly policies" actually refers to. 
Further elaboration is needed. For the 
example, of ratification of ILO Convention 
No. 156 quoted in the additional 
information, in fact, only a handful of 
member States in Asia and the Pacific 
region have ratified the Convention and 
this information may therefore not be too 
useful in the context of this region. 
Statistics on the provision of 
maternity/paternity leave alone also does 
not capture the most relevant and basic 
social concerns and policy needs as it only 
concerns the short period around 
childbirth. 

TAG needs to provide 
additional clarification in 
definition. 

In general, family friendly 
policies are those who make it 
easier for people to fulfill both 
their family and work-social 
obligations. These policies 
often apply to governments, 
but also to employers.  

What is the definition? It is difficult to 
quantify. 

Perhaps covered better with other time 
use themes under Culture & leisure? 

The theme shall be here, since 
it aims to explicitly mention 
family policies, which are not 
the same as culture and 
leisure activities/ policies. 
However, the TAG can provide 
some specific examples of 
indicators, e.g., governmental 
support for numerous family, 
presence and duration of 
maternal/paternal leave, etc.  

The proposed statistical theme may 
already be considered indicators. Hence, a 
more broad/basic description should be 
provided. 

The theme may include 
several types of policies, and 
these later are distinguished 
at indicator level. 

Child 
marriage and 
forced 
marriage 

45 42 Not relevant in NZ, but may be important 
in some other countries 

Country-specific realities need 
to be addressed when 
designing and analysing 
review of national practices. 

"Forced marriage" is not relevant to 
Japan. 
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ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Disability and carers Disability is a personal characteristic and 
carers are not only in the family; could 
better fit under 'health'. (OECD) 

Good suggestion. TAG to address. 

There is no well established 
methodological guideline. (SESRIC) 

There are standards and methods 
approved by the Statistical Commission 
to assist national statistical authorities 
and other producers of statistics in the 
collection, compilation and 
dissemination of data on disability. 

Work-life balance Concept needs to be spelled out. (OECD) To be addressed by TAG, following 
ongoing international debates and 
examples of member States who 
already present data on these themes. 

Social cohesion and social 
isolation 

Community participation and 
community diversity 

No international guidance currently exists, 
but experimental work could be 
envisaged. (OECD) 

Statistically it is difficult to measure. 
(SESRIC) 

Life satisfaction Personal rather than family 
characteristics. 

It is ok that indicators may be at 
individual level, since they affect well-
being of the family and community. 

Presence of family friendly 
policies 

Policy indicators require more thought. 
(OECD) 

The Core set must include the general 
policy themes within each domain, so 
that later on details can be added. The 
goal is to have a general framework to 
develop statistical capacity at regional 
level. 

Statistically it is difficult to measure. 
(SESRIC) 

To be addressed by TAG, with more 
clear definitions and more illustrative 
indicators. Important, but requires qualitative 

evaluation of policies that goes beyond 
statistics. (UNECE) 

Child marriage and forced 
marriage 

There is no well-established 
methodological guideline. (SESRIC) 

There are several international 
organizations (e.g., UNICEF) and 
countries (e.g., UK) that already provide 
statistics under this theme. However, 
TAG may need to provide additional 
details and guidelines, as well as to 
follow international debates on the 
topic. 
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Comments on the “Family and community” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Unpaid work has not been covered in this domain and is an 
important inclusion.  

Unpaid work is included in Domain 4 – 
Employment, while volunteering could be included 
here in theme “Community participation” 

Explanatory notes defining the coverage of selected basic 
statistics is required. 

TAG to address. 

The implicit definition used is a combination of individual and 
household characteristics. (OECD) 

It is ok, as long as the concepts and indicators 
within each statistical theme are clear on whether 
we refer to individuals or households. 

 

 

Domain: 10. Culture and Leisure 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of 
“Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of 

“Yes” 
Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Languages 
spoken 

58 52 This is more 'cultural' than 'culture'. 
Languages spoken are not necessarily 
relevant. Being able to speak the language of 
the host country is more important. One 
could argue that being multilingual is an 
asset. However, if, for example in Australia 
you speak five languages and not one of 
them is English then there are problems with 
integrating with, or being connected to, 
society.  

Important to look at the 
culture framework of 
UNESCO.  

At the indicator level one 
needs to specify the 
knowledge about language 
of the host country, as 
suggested. 

There is less relation between Domain and 
Languages spoken. 

This should also cover dialects spoken. 
Hence, it is suggested that this be renamed 
as "Languages/dialects spoken." 

This can be made explicit in 
definition and indicators 
used. 

Participation 
in cultural 
activities and 
events 

67 70 Participation provides a general measure, 
however, greater detail about the type of 
participation and/or attendance is more 
useful. 

This can be made explicit in 
definition and indicators 
used. TAG to provide. 

This should also cover the arts.  Hence, it is 
suggested that this be renamed as 
"Participation in culture and arts activities 
and events." 

 



 

TAG-PSS in collaboration with ESCAP-Statistics Division Page 47 

 

Statistics 
(theme), 

cont. 

Answer1: 

% of 
“Yes” 

Answer2: 
% of 

“Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Participation 
in leisure 
activities 

64 64 Leisure could be construed to include sport 
and physical recreation as these are more 
related to the national policies. 

Good suggestion. Needs to 
be made explicit in 
definition and indicators 
used. 

Comparing with the above theme 
(participation in cultural activities), it is 
similar, but looks less important. 

The distinction needs to be 
made explicit in definition 
and indicators used. 

Need to separate sports from other leisure 
activities.  

Separation may come at 
indicator level. 

International 
tourism, 
arrivals and 
departures 

76 79 This should also cover domestic tourism.  
Hence, it is suggested that this be renamed 
as "International/domestic tourism". 

- Domestic tourism 
should be included in 
this theme, at least in 
definition and 
indicators. 

- Tourism is a 
leisure/recreational 
activity. 

Not clear why this theme is included here. 
More relevant as an economic activity 
theme? 

This is not the most relevant measure for 
culture / leisure, since the data can be 
distorted by large numbers of persons 
transiting through the country. It also 
excludes domestic travel (especially for large 
countries). 

 

ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Languages spoken Requires defining of 'languages'. (OECD) TAG needs to provide more clear 
definition, referring to international 
framework of UNESCO. 

There is no well-established methodological 
guideline. (SESRIC) 

Participation in cultural 
activities and events 

Difficult to distinguish from leisure activities. 
(OECD). 

Clearer definitions and guidelines need to 
be provided by the TAG. 

Difficult to distinguish cultural and leisure 
activities. (SESRIC) 

There is no well-established methodological 
guideline. (SESRIC) Participation in leisure 

activities 

International tourism, 
arrivals and departures 

Irrelevant from the perspective of 
culture/leisure of residents. (OECD) 

Sports and Recreation and Tourism contain 
cultural elements (that is why UNESCO 
presents them as "related domains" in the 
cultural framework). 
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Comments on the “Culture and leisure” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Most measures to date relate to physical participation and 
attendance. There is increasing interest in on-line attendance.   

Potential gaps in the domain relate more to access to services 
and the geographic distribution of participation relative to the 
availability of facilities/ venues. 

The sport and physical recreation agenda is heavily linked to the 
health agenda -healthy lifestyles etc. 

Good remarks that need to be addressed at the 
indicator level, not at the statistical theme 
(generic) level presented here, and also made 
explicit in definitions. 

Leisure activities need to be separated into its various genres, 
including sports, arts, heritage etc. 

There may be gaps in considering a range of issues covered 
potentially large, e.g. self-reports of satisfaction with leisure 
time or time crunches, number of historical sites, preservation 
of green space, etc. (OECD) 

Good remarks, but if the idea is to look for the 
minimum basic set of population and social 
statistical domains, one needs to be as selective as 
possible. 

 

Domain: 11. Governance 

 

i) From national consultations 

Statistics 
(theme) 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Participation 
in electoral 
processes 

73 48 -- -- 

Participation 
in decision 
making 

70 55 Is this related to the representation of women 
and perhaps other key minorities in decision-
making forums, for example? If yes, then this 
captures and important need and noted 
international reporting indicator. 

The comments/ suggestions 
are supportive of the 
importance of the theme 
and provide examples of 
relevant characteristics for 
disaggregated analysis. Important to cover other elements such as 

ethnicity etc. 

Perception of 
satisfaction 
with 
governance 
processes 
across public 
and private 
institutions 

55 45 Clarification of definition is needed. The theme relates with 
governance processes, 
which are different from 
institutions (although 
related). This needs to be 
clearer in definitions and 
illustrative examples. 

Could be difficult to define. 

Covered by trust in institutions. 

The term "perception" may be deleted as the 
information may be obtained from perception-
based surveys as well as quantitative means. 

The data sources are 
household surveys based on 
perceptions. 

The information may only be acquired by 
means of questioning of certain segment of the 
population by sociological services. 
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Statistics 
(theme), 

cont. 

Answer1: 

% of “Yes” 

Answer2: % 
of “Yes” 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Satisfaction 
with delivery 
of specified 
services 

61 48 Perhaps not a national statistical issue - could 
be pursued at the local level as an evaluation of 
particular agencies or programs? 

Geographic and 
administrative areas are 
relevant characteristics for 
disaggregation – so this 
comment is to be addressed 
at that level. TAG suggests 
keep the theme. 

The information may only be acquired by 
means of questioning of certain segment of the 
population by sociological services. 

The data sources are 
household surveys based on 
perceptions. 

Feelings of 
trust in public 
institutions 

48 42 Clarification of definition is needed. To be provided by the TAG 

Effectiveness 
of legal 
system and 
rule of law 

52 45 Key element to supporting democracy and the 
safety of the populace. Difficult to 
operationalise - generally devolves to measures 
of efficiency rather than outcomes. 

TAG to provide more clear 
definition. 

Overlap with another statistic under the Crime 
& Justice section. Same issues as there. 

Extent of 
country 
commitment 
to human 
rights 

64 39 Indicators would be challenging. Generally 
requires more qualitative reporting rather than 
aggregate statistical measures to support 
unless very specific monitoring indicators are 
identified. 

TAG to provide more clear 
definition and more 
illustrative indicators 
(additional to the ones 
provided). 

This theme might be more usefully framed in 
terms of outcomes rather than intent or 
provision. For example, discrimination 
incidence. 

This statistic, if based on arbitrary indicators 
such as existence of laws on domestic violence, 
does not take into account each country's 
unique historical, political and cultural 
circumstances. 

Difficult to measure. Laws of each country are 
also determined by what the society in each 
country accepts.  

The information may only be acquired by 
means of questioning certain segment of the 
population by sociological services.  

One possible data source is 
household surveys based on 
perceptions. 
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ii) From consultation with international organizations 

Statistics (theme) Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Participation in electoral 
processes 

Requires operational definition (type of 
election). (OECD) 

This is to be addressed with more 
clear definitions and at the indicator 
level. 

Also, the TAG needs to follow 
international debates on standards. 

Participation in decision making No operational definition or statistical 
framework currently exists. (OECD) 

Perception of satisfaction with 
governance processes across 
public and private institutions 

Requires operational definitions. (OECD) 

Satisfaction with delivery of 
specified services 

Feelings of trust in public 
institutions 

Effectiveness of legal system 
and rule of law Duplicates "the functioning of the judicial 

system" under Crime and justice. (UNECE) 
This is to be addressed with more 
clear definitions and at the indicator 
level. Extent of country commitment 

to human rights 
Require operational definitions (type of 
agreements). (OECD) 

Important, but requires qualitative 
evaluation of laws and policies that goes 
beyond statistics. (UNECE) 

One possible data source is 
household surveys based on 
perceptions. 

 

Comments on the “Governance” domain (overall): 

Comments/ suggestions received Answer provided by TAG 

Suggestion to include generalised trust (in other people). Suggestions to be addressed by the TAG 
Suggestion to include indications on freedom of the media. 

Suggestion to include graft and corruption and 
transparency and accountability. 

All the basic statistics excepting the first two, are 
perception based and data gap exists, and guidelines are 
required to fill it. 

One possible data source is household surveys based on 
perceptions. 

Due to the political nature of Brunei Darussalam some 
basic statistics on governance are not applicable. 

It is ok that each country defines whether it is relevant 
or not for itself, as the Core Set is not suppose to be 
prescriptive at national level. 

No statistical framework in this domain, range of relevant 
items potentially large 

TAG needs to follow international debates on these 
themes, but important to keep it since it most probably 
evolve in the near future. 

UNODC would propose the following list of stats on 
Governance for your consideration (sent on October 2012): 

1) Participation in electoral processes 
2) Characteristics of decision-makers / senior officials 
3) Quality of delivery of public services 
4) Trust in public institutions 
5) Corruption in public and private sector 

The change in the agreed list of the statistical themes in 
the Core set is something that may only be addressed by 
an overall reflection from the TAG (and possibly, by 
another consultative process) in the future, since the 
international framework for Governance is still being 
developed.  
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6) Integrity and effectiveness of public sector 

7) Operations of legal system and rule of law 
The TAG will follow closely the discussions and will 
decide on how to best take into consideration the 
evolution of the international debate. 

 

 

Annex B - National statistical gaps in the production of the Core set 

 
Country Gaps in Domain 1. Population 

(general) 
Gaps in Statistics 1.4. International migration Gaps in Statistics 1.6 

Urbanization 

Armenia There are derivations in population 
estimates, because of migration 
incompleteness   

Statistical data (on international migration) are 
incomplete, because of lack of administrative 
registration. 

 

Bangladesh  Recently we have covered (international 
migration) in long questionnaire 2011 

 

Bhutan We do not have systematic 
collection of data of Population 
mobility (Internal migration) and 
International migration.  

  

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Administrative data from other 
ministries still needs major 
improvements in terms of data 
collection and quality 

  

Cambodia Small gap   

China No gaps except for international 
migration 

  

Cook 
Islands 

 International migration: the distinction between 
Cook Islanders overseas and resident Cook 
Islanders is still vague - we carry NZ passport 

 

Fiji Current population estimates 
depend on 10 yearly cycle of 
census as base.  Vital statistics 
information and international 
migration details required for 
accurate estimation need to be 
made available promptly for 
relevant & timely outputs. 

 We need to collect more 
data on squatters 
settlements (number of 
settlements in Fiji; 
number of people / 
households in each 
settlement; number of 
people in each 
households 

Guam  Data (on international migration) collected only 
on the citizens of the Federated States of 
Micronesia for Compact impact purposes. 

 

India Only decennial census or 
occasional survey provides 
information on Population mobility 
& urbanization  

  

Maldives Apart from Census, no other 
mechanism established to capture 
floating population 
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Mongolia  Last few years, many Mongolians live in abroad 
for live, study and work. International migration 
statistics is very poor. Now we are working on 
developing methodology of estimation indicators 

 

 

Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 1. Population 
(general) 

Gaps in Statistics 1.4. International migration Gaps in Statistics 1.6 
Urbanization 

Myanmar (1) As the last census was 
conducted in 1983, the gap 
between estimated population and 
actual population may exist 

(4) Official international migration statistics can 
be available from Airport Immigration statistics. 
But other types of international migration 
statistical are not available. 

(6) There are no 
urbanization studies. 

Russia In general existent statistical gaps 
are negligible. There are gaps: 
methodological differences in the 
population census and current 
population estimations, the time 
lag between the entry of migrants 
and its registration 

  

Tonga Mortality rate has been 
inconsistent with health record. 

  

Turkey  International migration: Only total stock of 
immigration is available and Address Based 
Population Registration System and residence 
permit.  Emigration is not available  

 

 

 
Country Gaps in Domain 2. Health 

(general) 
Gaps in 
Statistics 2.1 
Mortality 

Gaps in 
Statistics 2.2 
Causes of death 

Gaps in Statistics 2.4. 
Prevalence of disease 

Gaps in Statistics 
2.6 Access to health 
services 

Bangladesh  Capacity 
building for 
verbal 
autopsy 

Poor 
documentation 

Infrequent periodicity  

Brunei 
Darussalam 

   Not Available  

Fiji Access to up-to-date 
information 

    

Guam     Detailed 
information not 
available. 

India Causes of death - available 
with time lag, Health risk 
factors - Systematic data not 
available, Child health - 
Periodic data needed. Data 
gap is there for all the basic 
statistics 
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Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 2. 
Health (general) 

Gaps in Statistics 2.3. 
Health risks factors 

Gaps in Statistics 2.4. 
Prevalence of disease 

Gaps in Statistics 
2.6 Access to health 
services 

Malaysia  Currently, data not 
compiled by Department 
of Statistics, Malaysia 
(DOSM) 

Data available only on 
Incidence for non 
communicable 
disease 

 

Maldives Some of these data 
such as accessibility are 
not collected at a 
regular interval 

   

Mongolia    Need to introduce 

Tonga    MOH, except small 
islands need 
transport 
assistance. 

 

 
Country Gaps in Domain 3. Income, 

wealth, expenditure 
(general) 

Gaps in Statistics 
3.1. Household 
income and source 

Gaps in Statistics 
3.2. Household 
wealth 

Gaps in Statistics 
3.4 Poverty & 
inequality 

Gaps in 
Statistics 3.5. 
Financial stress 

Bangladesh In-depth analysis is required     

Bhutan Household income data not 
collected. This is because 
income reporting was found 
to be unreliable especially as 
most rural households do 
not have fixed monthly 
income and enquiring 
through survey found to be 
understated 

We do not capture 
income per se but 
the consumption 
pattern and the 
sources of earnings 
are collected. 

   

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Major Gaps in sampling 
method and response rates 
from the public for the 
Household Expenditure 
Survey 

   Not Available 

China there exists some difficulties 
in collecting wealth 
information of households 

    

Iran   We do not collect 
household wealth 
data, but income 
from property is 
collected in HIES 
(Household 
Income and 
Expenditure). 

 HIES (Household 
Income and 
Expenditure) 
provide basic data 
to calculate 
poverty and 
inequality, but we 
do not calculate 
these indices. 

 

Myanmar It can be get only for 
income, the others are not 
available. 

  The calculation 
methodology for 
GINI Coefficient is 
actually needed. 
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Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 3. Income, wealth, 
expenditure (general) 

Gaps in Statistics 3.2. Household 
wealth 

Turkey  Data on household welfare hasn't 
been compiled by any household 
survey 

PNG The HIES conducted and results to 
be released later this year. 

 

 

 

Country Gaps in Domain 4. Employment 
(general) 

Gaps in Statistics 4.1 
Labour force status 

Gaps in Statistics 
4.2 Labour 
underutilization 

Gaps in Statistics 4.5 
Unpaid work 

Bangladesh In-depth study is required    

Bhutan Strikes and lockouts, Trade union 
membership and collective 
bargaining concepts not yet 
present/practised in Bhutan 

   

Brunei 
Darussalam 

The next Labour Force Survey is 
yet to be conducted until the 
start of 2013 

 Not Available Not Available 

China Data in this domain are not 
available by some characteristics 

   

Cook Islands  Labour force only 
captured in the 5 
yearly census of 
population 

  

Fiji Administrative data difficult to 
access. 

   

India Explanatory notes for measuring 
basic statistics like 'collective 
bargaining' is required.  Major 
data gap exists 

   

Iran Labour force  survey will be 
implemented in the year2005and 
was mentioned in the context of 
this survey is obtained from the 
data available 

   

Country (cont.) Gaps in Domain 4. Employment 
(general) 

Gaps in Statistics 4.1 
Labour force status 

Gaps in Statistics 
4.2 Labour 
underutilization 

Gaps in Statistics 4.5 
Unpaid work 

Malaysia Some statistics are not collected 
by Department of Statistics, 
Malaysia (DOSM)  
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Country (cont.) Gaps in Domain 4. Employment (general) Gaps in Statistics 4.5 Unpaid work 

Maldives Main source of economic data is still Census and HIES. 
No LFS conducted to get detailed info 

 

Mongolia There are a number of indicators that are new to 
Mongolia, in terms of concepts and definitions and 
method of collection or unreliable. Such us number of 
strikes and lockouts, labour inspection, trade union 
membership, collective bargaining  

It is related to gender balance. Also NSO 
measure it from TUS every 4 years. But use 
of this indicator is poor for policy planning. 

Myanmar Because of Labour Force Survey has not been conducted 
in two decades until now 

 

New Caledonia Pas d'enquêteannuelled'emploi en Nouvelle-Calédonie  

PNG PNG has not conducted a Labour Force Survey (LFS) to 
date and relies on Population and Housing Censuses and 
other Surveys for basic data.     

 

Thailand Definitions, methodology and method of data collection  

 

 
Country Gaps in Statistics 4.6 

Occupational safety 
Gaps in Statistics 
4.7 Strikes and 
lockouts 

Gaps in Statistics 
4.8 Labour 
inspection 

Gaps in 
Statistics 4.9 
Trade union 

Gaps in Statistics 
4.10 Collective 
bargaining 

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Not Available Not Available Not Available Not Available Not Available 

Myanmar Currently, Occupational 
Safety has been carried out 
by the existing 1951 
Factories Act. Although it 
has certain limitation in 
coverage, it can address 
basic population and social 
concerns to some extent. 
Moreover, a new workplace 
safety and health law has 
been drafted and in near 
future the said concerns 
will be more addressed. 

    

Tonga No record No record No record No record No record 
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Country 

Gaps in 
Domain 5. 
Education 
and training 

Gaps in 
Statistics 
5.1 Early 
childhood 

Gaps in 
Statistics 
5.3 Prim, 
sec, tert 
attendance 

Gaps in 
Statistics 5.4 
Prim, sec, tert 
completion 

Gaps in 
Statistics 5.5 
Qualifications 

Gaps in 
Statistics 
5.6 
Literacy 
for school 
children 

Gaps in 
Statistics 
5.8 
Lifelong 
learning 

Gaps in 
Statistics 5.9 
Provision of 
educ and 
training 

Bangladesh 
Need to be 
addressed        

Brunei 
Darussalam       

Not 
Available 

Not Available 

Cook 
Islands 

Training is 
under 
reported 

       

Fiji 
access to 
admin data        

Malaysia 
       

Available only 
on primary 
and 
secondary 
school 

Mongolia 
      

It is very 
new 
indicator 
for 
Mongolia. 
We need 
to create 
methodol
ogy. 

 

Myanmar 
Not all 
schools cover 
pre-school 

Early 
childhood 
attendanc
e is not 
covered 
the total 
age 
group(0-
3).Early 
childhood 
attendanc
e rate is 
nearly 
24%. 

Primary, 
secondary 
and tertiary 
attendance 

Need to 
improve at all 
level 

Learning 
achievement 
study required 

Need to 
set Basic 
learning 
competen
cies 

Libraries 
and CLCS 
only. 
Capacity 
building 
needed. 
Use of 
ICTS and 
internet 
limited. 
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Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 5. Education and training 
Gaps in Statistics 5.8 
Lifelong learning 

Gaps in Statistics 5.9 Provision of 
educ and training 

PNG 

This information has been collected through 
the Population and Housing Censuses. And 
more recently, the School Census Project 
has compiled such data but it has not been 
disseminated to many users in other 
sectors. 

  

Tonga 
 

no record 
 

Turkey 
  

Expenditure data is partially 
available. Data on private 
expenditure and higher education 
expenditure are not available. 

 

 

Country 

Gaps in 
Domain 6. 
Housing and 
infrastructure 
(general) 

6.1. 
Housing 
stock & 
condition 

6.2. Housing 
affordability 

6.3 
Housing 
needs 

6.4. 
Access 
& 
proximi
ty to 
services 

6.5.Ove
rcrowdi
ng 

6.6 
Homele
ss 

6.7 Gov 
expenditure 

Bangladesh 
 

Need to 
be 
addressed 

 
Needs to 
be 
addressed 

   

Compiled 
from 
secondary 
sources 

Bhutan 
 

Housing 
condition 
data not 
available  

      

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Administrative 
data is still not 
readily 
available  

 Not available  

Fiji  
access to 
admin 
data 

      

Guam      
Data not 
availabl
e 

  

Iran 

There is a large 
gap between 
low-income 
and upper 
classes. 

SCI does 
not 
provide 
these 
statistics. 

  

SCI just 
provide 
access 
to 
services. 

 

SCI does 
not 
provide 
these 
statistic
s. 

SCI does not 
provide these 
statistics. 
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Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 6. Housing 
and infrastructure (general) 

6.2. 
Housing 
afforda
bility 

6.3 
Housing 
needs 

6.4. Access 
& proximity 
to services 

6.5. 
Overcro
wding 

6.6 
Homele
ss 

6.7 Gov 
expenditure 

Mongolia 

There are a number of 
indicators that are new to 
Mongolia, in terms of concepts 
and definitions and method of 
collection or unreliable 
relating homelessness, 
overcrowding, housing 
affordability and tenure   

We need to create 
methodology.  

We need to create 
methodology.  

Myanmar    

Information 
available 
only for 
sanitation, 
water and 
toilet. 

  No asked. 

PNG 

Housing and Infrastructure 
development in PNG is 
concern for Government due 
to the issue of urbanization 
and squatter settlements 
within urban areas. 

      

Tonga 
Current data collection not 
able to cover all these 
information. 

      

 

 

Country 
Gaps in Domain 7. Information and 
Communication 

Gaps in Statistics 7.1 Hh with TV, 
radio, comp, internet 

Gaps in Statistics 7.2. 
Use of ICT 

Armenia 
 

we have internet access by 
households only not by population  

 

Bangladesh Need to be addressed   

Bhutan 
 

 
Use of ICT by 
individuals data not 
currently available 

Fiji 

Data can be updated after the 10-yearly 
Population Census or the 5-yearly HIES and 
Labour Force Survey. Use of ICT in Education 
information may need to be gathered from 
schools and Educational Institutions 

 
 

Myanmar We collect only for educational expenses. 
It is available except internet 
access.  

PNG 
Not much data in PNG on these sector 
although individual companies have records. 

  

Thailand 
definitions, methodology and method of 
data collection 

  

 



 

TAG-PSS in collaboration with ESCAP-Statistics Division Page 59 

 

Country 
Gaps in Domain 8. 
Crime & Justice 

Gaps in Statistics 
8.1 Nr reported 
offenses 

Gaps in 
Statistics 8.2. 
Nr &charact 
of victims 

Gaps in 
Statistics 8.5. 
Nr & 
characteristics 
of prisoners 

Gaps in 
Statistics 8.6 
Perception of 
crime & safety 

Gaps in 
Statistics 8.7. 
Funct judicial 
syst 

Bangladesh 
 

Need to be 
addressed 
(Reported cases are 
available in Ministry 
of Home Affairs 

    

Bhutan 

Although crime 
incidences 
available data is 
not specified 
whether occurred 
inside or outside of 
households 

     

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Statistics on the 
perception of 
crime and feelings 
of safety as well as 
functioning of the 
judicial system are 
not included in the 
Population and 
Housing Census or 
any other 
statistical 
questionnaire 

  Not available 

Fiji 
Access to accurate 
up to date 
information 

     

Georgia     
It's exceeds the 
function of 
GEoStat  

Guam 
 

Data reported by 
type of offense 
only.  

Data reported 
by type of 
assault only. 

 
Data not 
available.  

Hong Kong 

Information gaps 
exist on 1) the 
victims of 
unreported crimes 
against commercial 
establishments 
and government 
entities, and 2) 
perception of 
crime and feelings 
of safety 

Statistics on 
number of reported 
offences by type 
are available, but 
statistics on 
whether the 
offences occurred 
inside or outside of 
the household are 
not available. 

Statistics on 
number and 
simple 
characteristics 
of victims of 
reported 
crime by type 
are available, 
but statistics 
on whether 
the offences 
occurred 
inside or 
outside of the 
household are 
not available. 
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Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 8. Crime & 
Justice 

Gaps in Statistics 8.1 Nr 
reported offenses 

Gaps in 
Statistics 8.2. 
Nr &charact 
of victims 

Gaps in 
Statistics 8.6 
Perception of 
crime & safety 

Gaps in 
Statistics 8.7. 
Funct judicial 
syst 

Malaysia Data not collected by DOSM     

Mongolia 

There are a number of 
indicators that are new to 
Mongolia, in terms of 
concepts and definitions and 
method of collection or 
unreliable such as prisoners 
characteristics,perception of 
crime and etc. 

    

Myanmar 
 

Number of offences can be described, but 
modus operandi cannot be specified. 

  

PNG 
Need more assistance to 
compile and disseminate 
effectively. 

    

Tonga  

The Ministry of Police 
receives offences, 
however, it is believed 
some are not reported. 

   

Turkey  

Number of reported 
offences by type is 
collected but this data  is 
not collected by whether  
occurred inside or outside 
of the household 

 
There is no 
special survey 
on victimisation  

 

 

Country 
Gaps in Domain 9. 
Family & 
community 

9.3. 
Work/life 
balance 

9.4 
Social 
cohesion 

9.5. 
Commun 
particip 

9.6. Life 
satisfac
tion 

9.7. 
Family 
friendly 
policies 

9.8. Child & forced 
marriage 

Bangladesh 
Need to be 
addressed 

   
Need to be 
addressed 

No data on forced 
marriage available 

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Emerging social 
issues are not 
monitored 
sufficiently 

Not available 

Fiji 
better analysis and 
use of current 
information 
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Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 
9. Family & 
community 

9.1. Family 
type, 
composit 

9.2. 
Disability  
&carers 

9.4 
Social 
cohesion 

9.5. 
Commun 
particip 

9.6. Life 
satisfac
tion 

9.7. 
Family 
friendly 
policies 

9.8. Child & 
forced 
marriage 

Guam 
 

2000 data available, 
2010 data pending. 

Data not available. 

Only info 
for 
GovGuam 
Workers. 

 

Iran 
 

      

No data on 
forced 
marriage 
available 

Malaysia 
Not collected by 
DOSM  

Data 
available 
only for 
disability  

     

Maldives 

Much of these 
data still need to 
be collected and 
analysed 

       

PNG 

Important for 
community 
development 
planning but still 
not compiled 
effectively from 
administrative 
sources. 

       

Russia        

Lack of 
information 
on force 
marriage 

Thailand      
No 
record 

  

Tonga 
Most no stat 
record. 

       

 

 

 

Country 
Gaps in Domain 10. Culture & 
leisure 

10.1. 
Languages 

10.2. Partic in cultural activ 10.3 Partic in leisure activ 

Bangladesh Need to be addressed    

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Participation rate in cultural 
activities are not accounted for 

   

China 
Some statistics in this domain are 
long interval and not available by 
some characteristics 

   

Fiji 
Access to accurate up to date 
information 

   



 

TAG-PSS in collaboration with ESCAP-Statistics Division Page 62 

 

Country 
(cont.) 

Gaps in Domain 10. Culture & 
leisure 

10.1. 
Languages 

10.2. Partic in cultural activ 10.3 Partic in leisure activ 

Guam 
 

2000 data 
available, 
2010 data 
pending. 

Data not available. 

Hong Kong   

Currently, the Government 
only possesses the data on 
attendance of cultural 
activities conducted by or 
held in Government 
venues.  The cultural 
activities conducted by 
private organizations in 
non-Government venues 
are not covered. 

Likewise, the administrative 
data being kept by the 
Government are confined to 
attendance of leisure 
activities conducted by or 
held in Government venues, 
and do not cover those 
conducted by private 
organizations in non-
Government venues.  

India 
Data gap exists for participation in 
cultural activities and leisure 
activities. 

   

Malaysia Not collected by DOSM    

Maldives 
No administrative records 
maintained so far for participation in 
leisure and cultural activities 

   

Mongolia 

There are a number of indicators 
that are new to Mongolia, in terms 
of concepts and definitions and 
method of collection or unreliable 

   

Tonga yet to identify 
 

Not recorded 
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Country 
Gaps in Domain 11. 
Governance 

11.1. 
Particip in 
electoral p 

11.2. 
Particip 
in 
decision 

11.3.Perception 
of satisfact with 
gov 

11.4. 
Satisfact 
with 
deliv 
services 

11.5.Trust 
in public 
instit 

11.6. 
Effectiv 
legal 
system 

11.7. 
Commitm 
human 
rights 

Bangladesh 
Need to be 
addressed 

VAW covered (partial)    

No 
specific 
data 
available 

 

Bhutan 

Extensive data 
collection on 
satisfaction with 
governance 
processes trust in 
public institutions 
and effectiveness of 
legal services data 
not gathered as yet 

       

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Due to the political 
nature of Brunei 
Darussalam some 
basic statistics on 
governence are not 
applicable 

Not available 
 

China 
Lack of information 
by characteristics 

       

Fiji 
Access to accurate 
and reliable 
information 

       

Georgia    It exceeds the function of GEoStat  

Guam    Data not available.    

Malaysia 
Not collected by 
DOSM 

       

Maldives 

Much of these data 
still need to be 
collected and 
analysed 

       

Mongolia 

There are a number 
of indicators that are 
new to Mongolia, in 
terms of concepts 
and definitions and 
method of collection 
or unreliable 

       

 

 


