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Excellences, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I would like welcome all participants to 3rd Asia-Pacific Water Summit, and extend our thanks to 
the government of Myanmar and Asia-Pacific Water Forum, for their tireless collaboration in 
organizing this parallel session with ESCAP on Financing Implementation of Water-Related SDGs.   
 
This session is focused on policies and actions and in defining strategies in achieving financial 
sustainability in water sector. We shall discuss experiences, on what has worked, where are the 
gaps and what are the actionable policy points and innovations, that could be scaled up for the 
way forward, to meet the growing water needs.   
 

• Along with substantial progress that has been made in the region over the past decade in 
improving access to safe drinking water and sanitation1, we continue to see increased 
pressure on this water infrastructure, and corresponding freshwater resources. 

• It is expected from the migration of approximately one billion people to Asia-Pacific cities 
by 20402, and from economic growth in all sectors – contributing to the unsustainable use 
of freshwater and the impacts of the nearly 90 percent discharge of untreated wastewater 
back into the ecosystem3.  

• Climate change is exacerbating water-related hazards, such as sea-level rise, periods of 
drought and flood, degraded and altered biophysical environments, and extreme weather 
events such as intense rainfalls4 - making past water management strategies and 
technologies ineffective in present and future environmental conditions.  

• The regional statistics show challenges in quality of data, availability, data collection 
methods, monitoring and reliability of sources and solutions. 

 
 
The International Decade for Action – Water for Sustainable Development which is commencing in 
2018, is building up its actions following principles of integrated water resource management 
(IWRM). ESCAP is promoting policy frameworks that are shifting to water-efficient and resilient 
infrastructure, and facilitate implementation of the Agenda 2030 and sustainable development 
goals (SDGs). ESCAP is promoting impacful investments and elicited policies and studies that has 
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significant potential for socio-economic and environmental impact. 
 

Achieving the water-related SDGs depends upon understanding the interdependencies of the 
water-related SDGs with the other SDGs, and in understanding the complementary of economic 
prosperity, social justice, and environmental protection5. This understanding, along with integrated 
management and systems thinking approach, can identify and prioritize leverage points for high 
impact action and investment.  
 

• Investments in the water-related SDGs should facilitate and incentivize partnerships at all 
levels  - and enhance cooperation for retrofitting, building, and managing water-efficient 
and resilient infrastructure, wastewater treatment, reuse and on sustainable access to 
renewable freshwater resources.  

 
The region has actually observed the 15 percent growth in water and sanitation markets, with India 
being the largest market by 2025, and China being the fastest growing market.  

 
Water Trading using advanced Remote Sensing Services in Australia, demonstrates efficient water 
allocation, and market based price acts as an incentive for users to allocate resources from low 
value activities to high value activities and increasing demand, depending on the historical, 
political, legal, and economic context of a community, entitlements sharing and tradable 
ownership. 
 

• Investment and financing is the region needs to address the increased pressure of urban 
population and economic growth on water infrastructure and corresponding freshwater 
resources.  

 
Government engagement in insurance and reinsurance schemes, such as national insurance trust 
fund of Sri Lanka, has provided more inclusive coverage to citizens and supported more effective 
response for disasters. 

 
 Impact Investment Councils and social impact investment taskforces are building momentum for 
development of an impact investment in water management system.  

 
Industry-led structures, such as the Impact Investors Council of India, National Taskforce and Social 
Impact Investment in Thailand have been a stimulus for the development of social capital in less 
mature markets, such as in decentralized wastewater treatment systems. Funding is coming come 
from various cost recovery mechanisms, such as taxes on water pollution, tariffs on wastewater 
services, pollution discharge permits, ex: Phuket charges a tariff different for household, hotels, 
restaurants. 
 

• Financing from the public sector is not enough to achieve the water-related SDGs in cities 
by 2030, and is always supported by ODA.  
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ESCAP promotes enabling financing frameworks, which use the public funds to maximize the 
leverage of the private sector investments and returns on investments. The innovative PP, PPP 
mechanisms are being subsidized by policies.  

 
For example, the construction of the dual-purpose Stormwater Management and Road Tunnel 
project in KL of Malaysia demonstrates the partnership, where the stormwater infrastructure is 
commercialized. The Road infrastructure is funded by user fees and the road functions as 
stormwater drainage to capture the excess of water during the heavy rainfalls events. 
 
We hope this session will explore innovative policy approaches, along with multidisciplinary 
methods and implementation strategies, to enable policy and decision makers to contribute to the 
objectives of the 2030 Agenda. 
 
We look forward to a discussion of innovative financing solutions, which: are sustainable, effective 
and  attractive for high-impact water-related investment at multiple levels and scales, including at 
the local level.  
 
I thank all of you for your contributions toward progress in the Asia-Pacific region, and I look 
forward to the actionable dialogue that will come from this session.   
 
Now I would like to pass the floor to the co-chair of the session Dr. Wah Wah, DG of the CSO of the 
Ministry of Planning and Finance of Myanmar  for opening remarks.  
 
Thank you. 
 


