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Current practices of population and social Current practices of population and social 
statisticsstatistics

Different models of national statistical system prevail in 
different countries. 

- Whether population and social statistics are collected through 
centralized system (i.e. by National Statistical Office or 
decentralized system (in collaboration with other key 
agencies)

- Institutional framework for the coordination between various 
agencies

- Existence of Statistics Law

- Availability of a national strategy or similar long-term plan 
where population and social statistics is addressed. 
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The main specific characteristics in statistical  The main specific characteristics in statistical  
system of Azerbaijansystem of Azerbaijan

 Law on “Official Statistics” and “Statute  on SSC of 
Azerbaijan” adopted by the Milli Mejlis (Parlament) in 1994Azerbaijan  adopted by the Milli Mejlis (Parlament) in 1994.

 According to Law on Official Statistics, the system of official 
statistics in Azerbaijan is defined as a single, centralized 
countrywide system

 State Programme “On improvement of the Official Statistics
in Azerbaijan for the period 2013-2017”confirmed by the
D f R bli ’ P idDecree of Republic’s President

SSC of Azerbaijan plays a central role in the statistical process.
It is responsible for production and dissemination of the
statistical data.

Main sources for Main sources for Population and Social Population and Social statisticsstatistics

 Administrative Data Sources (collected by line ministries)
or statistical reports submitted by enterprises andor statistical reports submitted by enterprises and 
organizations

 Statistical Surveys such as:
- Population and Housing Census, 

- Household Surveys (income/expenditure, labour force 
d )survey and etc.)

- one-time statistical surveys
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UsingUsing IndicatorsIndicators ofof MillenniumMillennium DevelopmentDevelopment GoalsGoals

 The State Programme on Reducing poverty in Azerbaijan for the 
period 2008-2015 according to Millennium Development Goal is 
approved by the President of the Republic. The activities covering pp y p g
social statistics is main part of the State Programme

 There are more 40 tables covering poverty, employment, 
unemployment, education, literacy rate, infant and maternal 
mortality, maternal health, different diseases, environmental 
sustainability and etc. indicators of Millennium Development Goals 
getting from the sample statistical surveys and some administrative 
sources in the website of SSC of Azerbaijan.                                            

 The SSC of Azerbaijan produces “Women and Men in Azerbaijan” 
yearly publication covering the data on gender statistics including 
the indicators on population, health, education and scientific 
manpower, employment and unemployment, welfare and social 
security and etc. 

The above-mentioned data are covering all 8 goals of the MDG.

Weaknesses in national capacityWeaknesses in national capacity

 Administrative sources are often of poor quality, and contain 
only minimal number of data items

The main causes: 

- Comparability (non-uniform/standard concepts, definitions 
and methods)

- Lack of effective coordination between national statistical 
office and government agencies

 Statistical Surveys:

- Limitation of sample size and costs

- Reliability of the estimate
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Strengths in national capacitiesStrengths in national capacities

- Coordination (with different data producing agencies and 
between development partners)

- Importance of statistical standard concepts, definitions and 
methods 

- Building high level bilateral relationships with key policy 
makers

- Organizing regularly producer-user dialogue 

- Improving level of statistical and technical skills

- Increasing data quality

- Providing to use of all the types of data sources for effective 
population and social statistics.

Questions for discussionQuestions for discussion

1. Where statistical information is unavailable or of poor 
li i h d i d di i i f hquality in the production and dissemination of the 

statistics in the core set, what are the main causes? 

2. Which agencies, organizations and individuals are 
required to initiate and drive change? And what is their 
role? 
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