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23. Natural disasters 

The region is the world’s most disaster-prone area and faces increasing risks of 
natural disaster 
 
Asia and the Pacific remains the region with the 
highest number of natural disasters. Of the 
world’s reported natural disasters between 2004 
and 2013, 41.2%, or 1,690 incidences, occurred 
in the Asia-Pacific region. These figures were 
about the same   as in the previous decade 
between 1994 and 2003, namely 41.5% or 1,582 
incidences of natural disasters.1 

In spite of the fact that the frequency of natural 
disasters during the two decades remained 
virtually unchanged, the death toll in the Asia-
Pacific region rose more than three-fold. The 
number of recorded deaths2 from natural 
disasters went up from 205,388 between 1994 
and 2003 to 713,956 between 2004 and 2013, 
with 1.5 billion people affected.3 Indeed, this 
three-fold increase in the number of deaths was 
largely attributed to the effects of only a 
handful of catastrophic disasters, including the 
2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami, the 
2005 Kashmir earthquake in Pakistan, the 2008 
Sichuan earthquake in China and Cyclone 
Nargis in Myanmar, as well as the 2010 
heatwave in the Russian Federation. Between 

1970 and 2010, the average number of people 
in the region exposed to yearly flooding 
increased from 30 million to 64 million, and the 
population living in cyclone-prone areas grew 
from 72 million to 121 million.4 

During the period between 2004 and 2013, 
natural disasters in Asia and the Pacific caused 
economic damage of over $560 billion (2005 
US dollars), of which 85.5% was accounted for 
by 28 upper-middle-income and high-income 
economies. Nonetheless, in terms of GDP, 
low-income economies suffered more from 
natural disasters. During the same period, the 
average annual economic damage from natural 
disasters as a percentage of GDP was nearly 
twice as high in low-income economies as that 
in lower-middle-income, upper-middle-income 
and high-income economies. 

Between January and August 2014, there have 
been 32 natural disasters reported in 20 Asia-
Pacific countries, of which 8 occurred in 
Indonesia. 

 

 The Asia-Pacific region remains the region with the highest number of natural disasters. 
During the period between 1994 and 2013, over 40% of the world’s reported natural disasters 
occurred in the region. 

 Despite a steady frequency of natural disasters, disaster-induced deaths in the Asia-Pacific 
region rose more than three-fold between 1994-2003 and 2004-2013, largely due to a handful 
of extreme disasters. 

 Some 28 upper-middle-income and high-income economies accounted for 85.5% of the total 
economic damage from natural disasters between 2004 and 2013. 1 2 3 4 

 However, in terms of GDP, low-income economies suffered more from natural disasters. 

 Among the Asia-Pacific subregions, South-East Asia, predominantly Indonesia and the 
Philippines, was hardest hit by natural disasters with the total report of 527 incidences and 
354,293 deaths between 2004 and 2013. During the same period, the number of natural 
disasters occurred in China alone (285 incidences) was more than twice as high as that in the 
whole North and Central Asia (116 incidences), the largest subregion in Asia and the Pacific in 
terms of the total area covered.  

                                                 
1 Data from the EM-DAT International Disaster Database, accessed on 18 August 2014. 
2 According to the EM-DAT definition, the number of deaths includes missing persons as a result of disasters. 
3 EM-DAT defines “affected people” as people requiring immediate assistance during a period of emergency, that is 
requiring basic survival needs such as food, water, shelter, sanitation and immediate medical assistance. It can also include 
displaced or evacuated people. 
4 United Nations, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and the Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Reducing Vulnerability and Exposure to Disasters: the Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2012 
(Bangkok, 2012). 


