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Power development trends 
 Demand and supply imbalances have led to countries looking 

beyond their borders to ensure energy security. Mutually 
beneficial power trading arrangements have consequently 
developed, sharing generation excesses. 

 Efficiency in HV power transmission is improving the scale 
and scope for opportunities to interconnect power grids, and 
is also unlocking access to remote resources 

 Economies of scale from interconnection providing demand 
and opportunities for bulk generation facilities 

 Improved grid management is also providing opportunities 
for load balancing, with further improvements for utilizing 
intermittent renewables 

 

 



Subregional 
examples 

CASA1000 

SAARC 

Gobitec 

GMS 

ASEAN 



Ultimate development path? 

Demand Supply 

Efficiency? 



Ultimate development path? 

Regulations Standards 

Pricing Planning 



Complementary development 

Regulations Standards 

Pricing Planning 
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Strengthening and 
building upon 
subregional 
initiatives to deliver 
a regionally 
integrated energy 
marketplace 



Organic process or master planning? 



Cooperation vs. integration 
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Institutional capacities 
Implementing a regional development project will 
require authoritative political commitment.  



Institutional capacities, cont. 

 What specific arrangements are necessary in the 
context of energy integration? 

 

 What can the region learn from other examples in 
moving forward? 



Key considerations 
1. Energy demands are prompting countries to look beyond their borders, 

facilitating power trade and subregional development initiatives. In the long 
term, will this ultimately result in a natural movement towards regional 
integration? 

2. Should complementary development paths be established now between 
subregions to improve the efficiency within overall regional development of the 
power sector? 

3. Does the projected necessary investment in energy infrastructure within the 
region present an opportunity for consolidated development? 

4. Should regional power sector development naturally develop within existing 
initiatives, or is intervention through broader master planning required? 

5. Should the market goal be to foster cooperative power trading, or movement 
towards a fully integrated and competitive regional power pooling market?  

6. Are existing institutions sufficient to guide power sector development at a 
regional scale, or are additional bodies required? 

 

 


