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CONCEPT NOTE 
 
Background and context 
 
Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) refer to a set of strategies, programmes and 
projects that developing countries can undertake on a voluntary basis in order to reduce their 
emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG). The concept of NAMAs was first introduced in 2007, at the 
13th Conference of the Parties (COP-13) Meeting of the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Bali, Indonesia. 
 
NAMAs are considered an important tool that developing countries can use to structure, promote 
and support their GHG emission reductions. Unlike other internationally supported GHG mitigation 
mechanisms, such as the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), NAMAs are intended to be 
broader in scope (i.e. target sectors instead of standalone projects) and driven by national 
governments. In fact, one of the distinctive aspects of NAMAs is their alignment with the 
sustainable development goals of host countries, and thus their potential to complement and support 
green growth or low-emission development strategies. 
 
Since the NAMA concept was coined in 2007, a number of initiatives on NAMAs have flourished, 
most of them on the so-called “NAMA-readiness” or “preparedness” activities, with many concepts 
being proposed and developed. NAMAs are gradually moving from concept to concrete action, with 
a few projects now moving into piloting and implementation. The concept of NAMAs is 
progressively being assimilated and adopted by policymakers and practitioners, but many questions 
still remain, particularly with respect to financing sources, the set-up of baselines for GHG 
emissions or the definition of monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) systems. 
 
The disposal of waste in landfills and open dumps is one of the most important anthropogenic 
sources of methane, and a significant contributor to global climate change. These emissions are 
poised to increase, particularly in Asia-Pacific countries, as their rapid economic and urban 
population growth is resulting in an increase in the volumes of waste generated. These emissions 
can be reduced, and even avoided altogether, through the adoption of improved waste management 
practices and measures, particularly those that aim at waste reduction and resource recovery. In this 
context, NAMAs could be seen as “win-win” strategies, as they offer the opportunity to articulate 
sustainable approaches to solid waste management, while at the same time reducing GHG emissions.  
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) has been 
supporting its member states in achieving economic growth and development goals without 
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compromising the environment. ESCAP has been promoting the concept of green growth as early 
as 2005, after green growth was first introduced in the Ministerial Declaration adopted at the Fifth 
Ministerial Conference of Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific (MCED-5), 
convened by ESCAP in 2005 in the Republic of Korea. More recently ESCAP has released the 
"Low-Carbon Green Growth Roadmap for Asia and the Pacific", which provides policymakers in 
the region with a comprehensive list of policy options and practical implementing strategies to 
consider adopting, based on their own national priorities and circumstances. The Roadmap 
highlights low carbon development strategies and NAMAs as key tools for green growth and 
provides practical examples of potential NAMAs. 
 
ESCAP is also supporting cities across Asia to develop sustainable solid waste management 
strategies through the project “Pro-poor and sustainable solid waste management in secondary cities 
and small towns”, in partnership with Waste Concern. The project has established integrated 
resource recovery centres (IRRCs) that convert 90% of waste into resources in cities in Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Viet Nam and is assisting these countries to develop national 
programmes to replicate and scale-up the IRRC model. In this context, ESCAP has been supporting 
the government of Viet Nam in the design of a NAMA programme which aims at supporting 
initiatives across cities in Viet Nam that convert waste into resources. 
 
Objectives and Structure of the Workshop 
 
The workshop will aim at achieving the following specific objectives: 

 Review the current status of development of NAMAs in the Asia-Pacific region, in particular 
in relation to the waste sector, and understand future prospects;  

 Identify trends, challenges and relevant issues related to the development of NAMAs in the 
region, and in particular in the waste sector; 

 Share experiences and discuss about policy, institutional, financial and technical issues 
associated with the development of these programmes. 

The workshop will be conducted for two full days, with the first day dedicated to general discussions 
about NAMA developments in the Asia-Pacific region with a view on programmes and initiatives 
involving waste, while the second day will be more focused on aspects related to the design and 
implementation of NAMAs in the waste sector. A background policy paper will be prepared by 
ESCAP and distributed to participants ten days prior to the workshop, which will set the stage for 
the discussions and the experience sharing among the participants. 
 
Target audience 

 
It is expected that 40-50 participants will attend this workshop, including: 
 

 Officials and policymakers from countries in the region involved in climate change policies, 
low-emission development strategies, NAMAs and the waste sector; 

 Representatives from international organizations, financing institutions and other potential 
financiers of NAMA programmes; 

 Representatives from research institutions and think tanks, the private sector and civil 
society. 

 


