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Global Agendas

• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction 2015-2030

• Addis Ababa Action Agenda

• 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development

• Paris Agreement under the UNFCCC

• Habitat III: New Urban Agenda
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Familiar Development Challenges and Opportunities 

• 50% of Asia-Pacific population lives in urban areas  4.3 billion 

• Drivers of 80% of regional GDP output 

• ~10% of people living in urban areas live in multidimensional poverty

• Urbanization  economic growth & increased inequality, exclusion 
and risks

• 440 million / 26.9%  of urban population live in slums or informal 
settlements

• High vulnerability to shocks & disasters

• Cities consume 60–80% energy &  generate >70%  GHGs, 1.21 million 
tonnes of municipal solid waste a day

• Large share of the world’s 100 most polluted cities in Asia

• Cities increasingly dangerous for children & a place of disparities

Institutional Governance 

• Weak and unpredictable financing framework for municipalities

• Fragmented planning frameworks – constrains supply of land and 
infrastructure for majority 

• Lack of clarity in national policy frameworks to acknowledge, 
anticipate and proactively address the challenges and capitalise on 
opportunities offered by urbanisation 

• Siloed institutional arrangements and implementation capacities of 
cities

• Inclusive urban governance 

Urbanization for inclusive development in Asia-Pacific



2030 Agenda and cities
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2030 Agenda and cities
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Source: Otto, UN Environment, 
Cities Unit 

Make cities inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable



2030 Agenda and cities
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Source: Otto, UN Environment, 
Cities Unit 

City-level action 
is critical to 

deliver against 
most SDGs

Resilient, 
resource 

efficient ,  low 
emission city 

infrastructure  –
waste, water, 
transport, IT



Progress made on SDGs in AP – SDG11 regression



The Paris Climate Agreement
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• Adopted in 2015 by 197 UN Parties

• Goal to keep temperature rise well below 2°C 
from pre-industrial averages

• Establishes the main framework for cooperative 
action on climate change beyond 2020 and will 
replace the Kyoto Protocol

• Parties to the Agreement to submit nationally 
determined contributions (NDCs) to be reviewed 
every five years

• Acknowledges the role of non-party 
stakeholders, including cities and other 
subnational authorities in making a difference



The ‘New Urban Agenda’ – HABITAT III
The New Urban 
Agenda reflected 
many of the 
considerations 
from Asia-Pacific 
and also brought 
new issues not 
projected in 
Jakarta and 
APUF6, such as:

Concept of “Right to the City”

Special concerns of cities in conflict

Role of cities in humanitarian crisis 

Strengthening systems of secure tenure

Systems of cities approach to rural-urban linkages 

Guiding well planned urban expansion 

Highlighted the social and ecological function of land 

Importance of public space  

Others!

NUA also brought out the explicit need to regionalise & localise all global agendas coherently through 

‘Effective Implementation’   The next APUR will be held in 2019.    



Best Practices in Asia-Pacific Cities

• The next edition of the ESCAP’s 
Cities report, The Future of Asian 
and Pacific Cities will be launched at 
the Asia Pacific Urban Forum

• Explore themes including resilient 
governance and capacities, 
financing, spatial planning and 
smart utilization of data and 
technologies 

• ESCAP will collect case studies and 
work with implementation partners 
to showcase best practices 
developed in the region



THANK YOU

Please visit our website & download recent publications: 
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/environment-development/urban-development

http://www.unescap.org/our-work/environment-development/urban-development

