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7. Malaria and tuberculosis 

The spread of tuberculosis in the region has been reversed, but the incidence of 
malaria is higher than it was in 1990. 
 

Despite impressive reductions, the prevalence 
and incidence of tuberculosis (TB) in the Asia-
Pacific region in 2012 remained higher than in 
all regions of the world except for Africa, where 
the prevalence of TB was 40% higher and its 
incidence 66% higher. (The prevalence of TB is 
the total number of people with the disease in a 
population, usually given as a percentage or 
number per 100,000 persons, whereas the 
incidence, loosely defined, is the number of 
new cases of the disease over a specified time 
period.) 

The prevalence of tuberculosis in Asia and the 
Pacific fell from 339 per 100,000 persons to 

195  ̶  a decline of 43%, which is slightly greater 

than the global reduction of 39%  ̶  while the 
incidence of TB fell by 23%. The estimated 
proportion of undetected TB cases region-wide 
fell from nearly half of all cases in 1990 to less 
than a third in 2012. Yet, in 2012 both the 
incidence and prevalence of TB continued to be 
far higher in lower-income countries in Asia 
and the Pacific than in high-income countries: 
the rate of TB prevalence in low-income 
countries exceeded five times the rate in high-
income countries, while the rate of TB 
incidence remained more than four times 
higher in low-income countries than in high-
income ones.  

Low-income countries achieved lower-than-
average reductions in TB prevalence of 29%, in 
contrast to the higher overall reductions of 47% 
and 53% achieved by lower-middle and upper-
middle-income countries, respectively. In 2012 
as in 1990, the subregion in Asia and the Pacific 
with the highest rates of both TB prevalence 
and incidence was South-East Asia, followed by 
the South and South-West Asia subregion. The 
rate of TB prevalence in Asia and the Pacific in 
2012 was more than 3 times higher than the 
rate of TB prevalence in Latin America, 6 times 
higher than the rate in Europe and 40 times 
higher than the rate in North America. 

Region-wide, the incidence of malaria increased 
from 1990, peaking in 2002 and declining since, 
although the rate in 2012 remained 9% higher 
than in 1990. Pacific island developing 
countries had by far the highest malaria rates 
among subregions in Asia and the Pacific, with 
rates more than 40 times higher than the 
regional average.  The fight against malaria has 
been slowest in subregions with the highest 
rates of incidence in 1990, while countries with 
a low incidence of malaria have seen faster-
than-average progress. India, Indonesia, 
Myanmar, Pakistan and Papua New Guinea 
account for 89% of all malaria cases in the 
region. Nevertheless, only 2% of deaths from 
malaria globally occurred inside the Asia-Pacific region.1  

 The prevalence of tuberculosis in Asia and the Pacific has fallen by 43% since 1990, although 
the disease still remains 40 times more prevalent in the Asia-Pacific region than in North 
America. 

 The incidence of tuberculosis in Asia and the Pacific remained higher than in all regions 
globally, except for Africa in 2012.   

 Reductions in the prevalence of tuberculosis were largest in lower-middle and upper-middle-
income countries.  

 The estimated proportion of undetected TB cases region-wide fell from nearly half of all cases 
in 1990 to less than a third in 2012. 

 In 2011, nearly half of the estimated 2,500 deaths due to malaria in Asia and the Pacific 
occurred in South-East Asia.  

 The incidence of malaria in Pacific island developing countries in 2012 was 40 times higher 
than the regional average. 1. 

 Of the estimated number of deaths from malaria globally, 98% occurred outside the Asia-
Pacific region. 

                                                 
1 World Health Organization, Roll Back Malaria Partnership, “Defeating malaria in Asia, the Pacific, Americas, Middle East 
and Europe”, Progress and Impact Series, No. 9 (November 2012). Available from 
www.who.int/malaria/publications/atoz/9789241504430/en/. 


