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3. International migration 

The Asia-Pacific region is experiencing a drop in the proportion of migrants. 
 
In 2013, the number of migrants – people born 
in one country but living in another one –rose 
to 59.4 million in Asia and the Pacific, 
accounting for roughly one quarter of the 
world’s total population of migrants. This 
figure has risen at a slow pace over the last 20 
years, rising only 13% since 1990, compared 
with increases in the rest of the world where 
the number of migrants rose by 70% over the 
same period. 

In percentage terms, migrants make up roughly 
1.4% of the population in the Asia-Pacific 
region, although for each country or area this 
figure changes significantly. In American 
Samoa, the number of migrants is estimated to 
account for 76% of the population; other 
countries and areas with high numbers of 
migrants include Macao, China (59%), Brunei 
Darussalam (49%), Guam (49%), the Northern 
Mariana Islands (45%) and Singapore (43%). 

Of the five subregions comprising Asia and the 
Pacific, the Pacific subregion has the highest 
proportion of migrants in its population (21%). 
Since 1990, countries in the Asia-Pacific region 
experiencing the most drastic increase (in 

percentage terms) in migrants are the Republic 
of Korea (rising from 0.1% to 2.5%), Thailand 
(from 0.9% to 5.6%) and the Maldives (from 
4.0% to 24.4%). 

Migration does not involve  flows of people 
just from poor or low-middle-income countries 
to rich, high-income countries; such flows 
occur also from developed to developing 
countries, as well as among developed and 
developing countries. People migrate for a 
number of reasons, such as for permanent 
settlement, temporary labour, study, marriage, 
environmental reasons or forced migration 
(refugees escaping persecution, people 
devastated by conflict or natural disasters, or 
victims of trafficking). Those who willingly 
choose to migrate are driven largely by the 
desire for greater happiness, prosperity and 
well-being. 

Migrants make significant contributions to the 
economies and societies both in countries of 
origin and destination.  Nevertheless, the social 
management of the wide range of cultural and 
religious diversity brought about by migration 
poses a major challenge to countries of destination.

 In the East and North-East Asia subregion, the net migration rate (overall movement per 
1,000 population) was highest in Macao, China at 12.5, followed by Hong Kong, China at 4.2. 

Mongolia had the highest level of migration outflow at  ̶ 1.1.  

 In the South-East Asia subregion, the net migration rate was highest in Singapore at 15.0, 

followed by Malaysia at 3.1.  Migration outflow was highest in Timor-Leste at   ̶ 13.3, followed 

by Cambodia at  ̶ 2.3 and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic at  ̶ 2.2. 

 In the South and South-West Asia subregion, most countries experienced migration outflow, 
with the highest positive net migration rate occurring in Bhutan at 2.7.  Those countries with 
significant migration outflow included Sri Lanka (-3.0), Nepal (-2.9), Afghanistan (-2.6) and 
Bangladesh (-2.6). 

 In the North and Central Asia subregion, the most populated country, the Russian Federation, 
had a positive net migration rate of 1.5.  Most of the other countries in the subregion 
experienced migration outflows, such as Kyrgyzstan (-6.3), Georgia (-5.8), Armenia (-3.4) and 
Tajikistan (-2.5). 

 In the Pacific subregion, Australia experienced the highest net migration rate of 6.5, followed 
by New Caledonia (4.4) and New Zealand (3.3).  Other Pacific island countries experienced 
significant migration outflows, led by the Federated States of Micronesia (-15.7), Tonga (-
15.4), Samoa (-13.4) and Fiji (-6.6). 

 


